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Tnr ia\o\n wiili \shitHiiic pieccdvQg \olmne^ oflhc 
OriESTAL Annual liaxc been Tccci\e(l has induced 
the piopnetora to "^paie no 'ttjicnsc to render it sull 
more worthv of public approbation In the present 
Nolumc an attempt ba^ been made, by coiubtnmg the 
efforts of scTeral of the loosi distingnished artists of 
the da), to gne ^renter tanclv to the illnstntions 
than nas attainable b> the cmplujnicnt of a single 
pencil It IS umiccessar) to do more than aHude to 
the beaut) of ilit drawings finished b) Chrh-'on 
Stanfield, It A , David Roberts, T CreswJck, 
T C Dibdin &.C from Uie orgirnl sketches 

of the Author, or to the adimrahlc manner m which 
they have been engraved under the skilful superm-> 
teudence of Messes WilUatn and Edwaid Fmden 
With the same new to lanet), the literar) portion 
of the work has been cnlnisted to Thomas Racon, 
Esq F SA .whose delightful volumes, entitled " First 
Impressions and Studies from Nature in HmdosUin, 
with all their freshness of remark md buojanc) of 
feelmg Tccewed saeh warm cotnioendalion from the 
beat judges in the litcrar) world 
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TiiROiion successive briUlant pcrioils of litera- 
ture and intellectual discernment, during wbicb 
scarce a line of human character may have been 
left untraced, or the most latent motives to action 
impenetrated by the keen glance of refined 
judgment and critical scrutiny, the Author who 
for the first time enters upon the field of letters— 
while in very truth he dashes forward with head- 
long zeal, bold and elate, because blind to his 
peril— has been permitted to shelter his forces 
under the breastworks of inexperience, diffidence 
of his strength, and distrust as to the quality or 
the sufficiency of his stores ; and his position has 
Tcmidned unchallenged. Johnson has said, and 
we readily admit, that ** tlio difficulty of the first 
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acltlrcss pn any nc^\ occasion is felt liy every man 
in Ins transactions intli the irorW ’ but tJie au- 
thor of the follo\viiig pages who is not altogether 
nntned, ventures to submit that even greater ihf 
Acuities than these prc®3 upon the roan who, 
having been once m action, lias a true c«timation 
of the dangers to which he is evpoeed while he 
IS deliberately adiancing upon the hattencs of 
pubhc opinion How frequently do we «cc im- 
passioned Hope spring fcarlcsslj onward upon 
ground where cautious Espcnencc treads ivith a 
trembling foot 

It especially belongs to tbe present era of 
hteraturc to be adorned with men wlio, over 
stepping the narrow bmits of mere scholastic 
lore, read the history and the laws of nature 
from her own most ample and instructive page 
In times of old, when the inve'^tigation of truth 
was, to all ordinary capacities barred by the 
«tern dogmas of tbe learned, planted as cen- 
tmels ra the very porch of knowledge, the 
projectors themselves were ranging through- 
out the labyrinths of fancy to Uie extreme 
boundaries of possibility, gathering the wild 
flowers of imagination, and dehghtmg to lo«e 
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tljcmaclves in tlie intricate and tuxiinant fo- 
rests of poetic illusion , l)ut modem plnlo«oph) 
lias taught modem* readers to u'C reason as 
*1 clue by vrluch they may safely pa«s the 
mj '‘tenons enclosures of deceitful theorj, and 
traiersc the broad fields of inquiry It may 
not be denied that the ancients nerc capable 
of elevating the human intellect by the sub- 
lime imagery of their poetry, and of exciting 
it to action hj the fire of their eloquence, 
but tbe advance of knowledge has placed in 
the bands of tbe present generation the touch- 
stone of truth, and the nice test of cntical 
perception, by which every wnter must expect 
to be tned, and which he finds almost as for- 
midable as the gnm janitors above described 
The jQung author, however, may find some 
encourageraent lu the words of an eminent 
writer,* who has '‘aid, that **he who is pene- 
trating and ardent m the conduct of life will 
probably exert a proportional force and inge- 
nuity in the exercise of hterary talents ’ And 
thus, whoever has already gamed the credit 
of the former, may, by pcr=e\crance, hope to 
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fittoin n luP'isure of Uie latter, rrcu though 
lie liny lie conscious of jtos cssing iiiitlitr 
great \igour of intellect nor grindtur of gc- 
nm-’ 

The nlnlity with wliicli the fortgoing ^olmncs 
of the OnirNiAL Annuai hive been 

coiitliictctl, and the popularity of the gtn- 
llcmcn who jointly lihourcd to province 

them, forbid «ucce«3 to the present volume 
‘‘hould U fall short of its predecessors m ort 
or gcucral interest, ind this consideration hid 
t ell wffh induced the Author to decline the 
undertaking Ammiled, however, by finding 
the most distinguished artists of the d vy 
ready to correct the errors of his pencil, and 
hoping that he might secure the mdulgcnct 
of his readers by frankly ncknowlttlgmg his 
ihfhdence as to hia literary capacity for such 
'i woTk, he ventured to think again before he 
quite declined it. The (question, still undecided, 
occupied the Author 6 meditations, as he turned to 
consult D Israeli s Cunosities of Xriterature, w-ith 
a determination to weigh dispassionately all whicli 
IS therein so persuasively urged against the prac- 
tices of “ Authors of moderate capacity There 
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lioroer, in i single pis^iigc of “Tlie Good AA- 
Mcc of an old Litcnr} Sinner,” he found imttcr 
sufficient for n decision in nccordinco vith his 
own \vi lies tliough at van'ince nith the argu- 
ment E>cn so keen a cntic os Gillcs Menage 
Is represented as having found plcisurc in the 
miscrahlc productions of the Ahht dc Marolles 
purely for the sake of their emheUishments^ and 
the singular ■neatn‘’ss of ihetr bindings Bj virtue 
of thc'C cxtrm«ic advantages then, if a supenor 
merit ho denied, the Author admits a hope tint 
he may still reap some favor 

Natural lustonans have said that birds, and 
other animals which prey upon the inject tribes, 
iniy he observed to select and pursue the most 
splendid of their victims in preference to the less 
bcttUtiful AU who have travelled in tUo Hitnola 
Mountains must have remarked mth admiration 
the brilliant array of colours exhibited by the 
Leaf huttcrjlg, when on the mng , and possibly 
haie watched, with suspended breath, its daz- 
zling flight from tree to tree, and from rock 
to rock, os it has flitted on xn zig zag course, 
striving to elude the pursuit of its insa- 
tiate enemy, the Flj-catchcr, until, at last, 
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pcrclnncc when quite cxhnu'^Utl, it his suihknl) 
iTUusIiwl nmong the tlnccl hnnehes of n Iciflc^s 
tree, and the bewildered binl, as if bj magic 
art, IS n second, chcitcil of his prey, while 
lie dirts 1«3 searching glin«* from sde to *n!c, 
unmindful of a certain decoyrd leaf which, in his 
hot ]iursuit, he Ins apparent!} bni’hcd from the 
hough, and which fills to the earth unnoticed 
among those ilrcad) ‘catlcrcd there A wonlor 
two will cxplam Nature, w lio his grually mul» 
Uphed tlic penis of this little »ti«ect’8 life bj so 
superbly decking it with cnm«on and purple 
and green and gold, in gorgeous combination, 
most fascinating to the rij-catchcr, his not 
neglected to pronde it with moms of c«cipe thu 
most subtle and the ino«t admirable The under 
surface of the wing is «o exquisitely pencilled ui 
imitation of a dead leaf, that not eicn the 
do est ocular scrutiny can detect the fraud, and 
no less care and design ire di^plijed in the 
structure of the body, which as nicely rtscmbles 
a «maU stem or twig, to which the leaf is 
attached Thus, when closely pursued, the 
Leaf butterfly will seldom fail of escape by 
do ing its wjDgg and taking advintigc of this 
deception 
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No« the Author ia gcn«ihle tliat in hla flight 
he can n\ail himself of sudi Tnanrouvre. Hla 
ga\cst plumage is upon the surface, and should 
his wings, ^\hcn expanded, pro\c, in public esti- 
mation, no hotter than a dead leaf, alas 1 his 
adventitious ornaments ulll hut the more 
ccttainl^ attract notice, and bring douTi the 
merited persecutions of the critic. 


P. S. — By way of introduction to this new 
series of the Oriental Annual, it was at first 
intended to devote a volume exclusively to the 
illustration of the many picturesque and roman- 
tic islands, and to the sublime coast-scenery 
which delight the cjc and the curiosity of the 
vojager to India. Tliis, indeed, would have 
furnished material for a book of a most novel 
and useful kind; many places of exceeding 
interest remaining to this day unknown, except 
as chance may have rendered them notable in 
history, or by literary d^ription of a very 
vague sort, such as may be foimd in a gazetteer. 
But though uovelty and utility were in favour of 
this design, the Author could not but feel that 
he should be losing his footing upon the proper 
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•njl of tlic work li) tho«c poctilnr 

clnmctcci'-tic«i tlic prenrtntioii of wlnrli mti-t 
\k’ t\ic cliiof nun nni\ llie e««rntnl mml of lo-* 
tn«V It was rtiorofons tloJonniiiul llnl, in 
C'icU «ucc<.’'-'vv<* toUmio, ottlj otic or two i>u(b 
^ulijcctp fkould W nilinitlcil , flic rc^f, ns licrc- 
toforc, being of ft ftncllj Oncnlnl tinrncter. 
lie bad gooil reason to eoiigraliihtc biinsplf 
upon Uu* dcci«ion> when be fmmd Ins pro\mcc 
eudtlcnlj inradctl bj tbc spirit of liis dcfuiirt pre- 
decessor, wlncli, though latelj ri«cn from *‘tlic 
vasty deep," wears a garb anil semblance so bfi*- 
like, that it might po8«ihl) Imre imposed upon 
the confidence of the faithful readers of the 
Oriental Annual, and have usurped possceaions 
■which ace the indisputable right of the proprie- 
tors of this Volume 
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TERCEIRA 

Is renewing certain passages of our past lives, «c 
maj nil be more or less sensible of llio operation of 
manj e-rtraneous agencies wlucb, independently of our 
predispositions and temper, have exercised a secret 
influence over ibe pleasure or the dissatisfaction with 
i^hich wo have regarded any particular scene or inci- 
dent Perchance, we Inow not why, our anticipated 
raptures hate declined into cold ndmiraiion or indif- 
ference, when viewing the most exqiusite scenery, our 
delight in a faiountc study, or a favourite pastime, 
has flagged, without any obvious cause, when we had 
fancied ourselves best prepared for its enjoyment, or, 
under «vtmlar auspices even the chwen beauties of the 
poet may hav e failed to shake the leaden alunibec from 
our sjmpatlnes Of these external influences, the state 
of the heavens and the atmosphere appear to exert the 
most iinirersal power, and we are sometimes astonished 
n 
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tu (litcoMr nuh liow tnaii^ lictiluiu^ DKnictioiii l}ii 
imagiintion I113 tlio^ wcnoH ttliich Iia\c 

been vMlncsscd in bnglit mid iiniiling leather c«|>c 
ciall) we pcrccnc l!m m looking back iijmjti tlie 
■icenes of oiir iiast lives, wlicn Uic aceulenul sliaJows 
winch maj hiii. chequered (he scene are almost 

in distance or are made to tcficci (he bnghx 
cnlotm and the sun lit ilTcct of the rest of the ])ic> 
lure \\hclhcr or not sim and skj haie Uie chief 
merit in conjnnng up (he hnlhant images which 
crowd upon iny tnemors at (ho bare mention of the 
Azores, 1 will not cnquitL , nor is it of an} tiiijior* 
tance to the reader to be informed , since ibo same 
delight inspinng agiiitsare at hand, nearly all the year 
round, to welcome each succcssiic visitor, anil to giro 
lu«i lli« benefit of their attendance Should it bo 
otherwise, there a hltlc f«.ar Uiat the eastern voyager 
will bo able to denounce me as a flaticrer, since, in 
dull or stormy weather, the cautious skipper mil 
prefer ihe open ocean to the narrow channels lietwceii 
the islands 

I have neier met with any person who could deny 
that these islands are beautiful , and j et their iron girt 
and cinerous dills, oertopped with nigged mountains, 
with only here and there a peep at the fertiht} within, 
holdout little ] romise of liosj itality to the slran"cr, 
more especially when it js discovered that every acces 
Bible point IS defended by strong hattenes perched uji 
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among U\e rocks Tis true lhal now and lUcu a preU) 
town opens lo view m Uie snug shelter of a rounded 
la), and glimpes arc had of nne^-ards, orchards, 
and gardens, which promise good fire and pleasant 
entCTtainnienl, nor, if he tart), wjU the stranger find 
himself decened, for, within the impregnable coast, 
the inhabitants are as hosintable as the coiintrj is 
beautiful and ferule Tctccira, being the pnncipal 
island, has been selected os ibe suV^ecl of this sketch, 
and the description attempted mil give a correct idea 
of the others, there being a groat snnilant) m their 
general aspect and productions, except only Pico, 
which IS a monstrous volcanic cone upwards of seven 
thousand feet high 

I do not Uiink I con better ilhutrato the scener) , 
or bring more jvowerful evidence m support of in) 
foregoing remarks, than by presenung the reader 
with a few selections from the journal of a fnend 
who passed many months among the islands , and 
the TCr) enthusiastic and poetical manner in which 
he apostrophizes them will evince the justice of my 
enlogiums He sa)*3, “Nature hath never, lu capn 
Clous mood, called mto life a brighter cluster Ilian 
ihese foundlings of sun and ocean Their mogic 
number giies them to the muses, and each would 
ftimiah classic realm for a daughter of Mnemosyne 
III tnplet groups they spnng from Uie deep sea, and, 
laughing out u\wn the wwls expanse, speak to the 

R 2 
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liint ill lonei *o frMli mid iki full ff hf* and 

\jcuHls , vlial tc tnwil W wsmimUv mdei'd Vklio could 
^lass on uh) iMtliont a wtili in linger. 

“ Pnuuful lilands * Maii^ jcnnliaic pwod since, 
fjiiU in tlic diiianci., 1 first desened llie dim Wiiclnu^c 
which inarhcd >our i>ositMin, amcc, more rear, I 
gazed on the hnglil green hills ond lolle}*. ihcght* 
loniig hoascs, the apirc and dome of church mid 
pahec, which greet the nmndems approach to Ter* 
CGira, but eicn now, m dreamy thought, >£>tir bright 
hues and vanctl uutimes n'o in soft ri]io&e before me 
" Circling round aud round wuh untiring tmwic, how 
wildl) \et gently jlay the wares, dashing their nun* 
l)OW ipraj on every Mde* while, ever and uioii, with 

• — hijjned ebuie 
Such »« pcrplest lever* me, 

or nithcr with a fond luoihors restless love, chafed tlial 
she cannot lavish more treasure from ilic unnieosurud 
depths of her aflection, the Atlantic heaves her 
troubled bosoin, while her inunnurs are echoed bock 
upon the hrecze froin the deep caverns of the beet- 
ling coast 

"As the vessel slowly beat up thccilyand surround 
iiig coiiniry became gradually more distinct , the 
jvointed MchUcctusc, the pure white walls, and pyra- 
midal red tiled roofs stood out in sbaqi relief, and 
presently the nearest houses showed the painled 
lattices — tarefully dosed, to seclude dU within from the 
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v\ms lajs ot ibe e>c Al last tUc enure UtUe 

citj laj before us, stretching down to the crescent ha) , 
bmtlcd with turretted walls and forts A high ein- 
bailled castle stands ihr abo\o the town, and the spires 
of the cathedral, and gilded roof of the palace, sparUe 
in ilie sun beneath On e\cr) side the cross-aut 
tnounled convents, the walls, and streets, tower above 
each other m picturesque confusion, while the lofty 
range of hills, which fonn the background, sweep 
boldly upwards, and gird the city round with a huge 
bulwark, such as Nature alone can teat ot destioj 
There is little or no protection for shipping m the 
hathour of Angra against the prevailing south«ncst 
wands, os we found to our annoyance, for vve had 
scarcely completed die necessary prcpamtion for 
bnnguig the vessel to an anchor, before a stiff breeze 
springing up in that quarter convinced our Captain 
of the espediency of putting out to sea again Tho 
word “helms a lee" was given a second too late, the 
ship missed stajs, and we found ourselves drifting 
with a strong current upon the locky and precipi 
tou3 foot of Monte lirestl A kedge anchor was let 
go just m lime to save us, and having manned the 
boats, we lost no lime in cflecUng a landing Our 
eager party humed up the long flight of steps lead 
itig from ibe quay, jc^ons indeed again to find a 
steady footing We wandered through the towm, 
every sense delighted with tho novUly and fortigvv 
aspect of the place 'Ihe dosed jalousies the care 
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in tunci s« frc^U and jo\on«, w fwU of life af'iJ 
Iwauti that he inii«t be in«enMbIc inJenl who could 
pass on his miliont a wish to lin^r. 

“ llcauiiful islands ‘ Mans scarshait pa*scdsincc, 
faint in the disUinct, 1 fir»l descried the dim hlao ha/c 
which nnrktd \otir posnion, since, more near, I 
gazed on the bright green bills and sailers, the glit- 
tering hoases, the spire and dome of church and 
palsee, which greet the snuiderers npjirosch to Ter- 
ceira, but even iitn*. m dreatn> thought. sOiir bright 
hues and lancd outlines nsc in soft rejiobc before me 
" CiTchngroinulttndtoundwrthuminng music, how 
wildU \ct gently ph) the wares, dasliing tlieir rain- 
bow spray on even aide ' while, cut and (inon, with 

* — '■ tripled ftboje 
Such •« perptexl lover* uir, 

or rather with a fond mothers restless loic, chafed that 
site cannot lavish more treasure from the unmeasured 
depths of her afTection, the AdanUc heaves her 
troubled bosom, while her inunnurs are echoed back 
upon ilic breeze from the deep ca\ema of the beet 
ling coast 

" As the vessel slowly beat up, tlie city and surround 
mg country became gradually more dislmct , the 
pointed architecture, the pure white wall*, and pyTa 
inidal red tiled roofs stood out in abai]) relief, and 
presently the nearest bouses showeil the painted 
Kttices— carefully clo«ed, toseclude all within from the 
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suRs njs OT ^'Tyiwg cjc At last tlic ctiurc Utllc 
cuj laj bcfon, us, strttclimg down to the crescent haj , 
bristled with lurretted walls and forts V hi^h cm 
battled castle stands far abosc the town, and the spires 
of the cathedral, and gilded roof of the palace, sparkle 
in ihe sun beneath On oerj side the cross sur 
mounted concents, the walla, and strccLs, toner above 
each otlier in pictiirearjuc confusion, while the lofiy 
range of hills, which form the background, svreep 
boldly upwards, and gird the city round watb a huge 
bulwark, such as Nature alone can real or dcstroj " 
There w little or no protection for shipping in the 
harbour of Angra against the prevailing south>wcst 
winds, as wo found to our annoyance, for we had 
scarcely completed the necessary preparation for 
bnogmg the vessel to an anchor, before a sttiT breeze 
springing up in ihat tpiancr convinced our Captain 
of the expediency of putting out to sea ogam Tho 
word ' helmsalee was given a second too late, the 
ship missed sta^s, and we found oursches drifting 
with a strong current upon the locky and prccipi 
tons foot of Monte Dresil A kedge anchor was let 
go just m Uinc lo save us, and having manned the 
boats, we lost no time in effecting a landing Our 
eager partj hiimed up the long flight of steps lead 
ing from the quay, joyous indeed agam to find a 
McKi) footmg We n-aiidered through the torn,. 
Cl cry senio deliglited «,tl, tho .tmritj ™d forcigt’t 
tspect of the place The closcil jalousies, the cate- 
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fully scrccnril balconies, with their liiUo trajwloor like 
windows, wlicto jwTcliance a gUmpso might !« caught 
of some <lark-c}ed danghter of Lie, ijilicntmg, if 
not nil her paronts beauty, nt least her cunositv— - 
the ga} costiirao of the men, their swarthy olire- 
liuted countenaners, bearing little trace of slavery iti 
their expression, and still leas in their tnanli fonns 
or erect and graceful figures-— the sombre npjiarel 
and shadowy outline of the Ciircr slx, closely ciiic- 
lopeil in the black hood and mantilla of the Tras at 
Montet, passing and repasMiog with slow and tnea 
siircd step, os if at once to challenge and defy tlie 
strangers cunosit}— the jargon of stmg and salutation 
in a foreign longue— the groups of loaded cattle, and 
the yoked oncii rudely attached to cars of a most 
pninitiii. coiutnicuon — and then the peculiar " !ss— 
st 1 " subdued, j et <^uue intelligible, passed from balcony 
to balcony, or to the loungers in the street below— 
these and man) other sights and sounds, united to 
complete a scene so cbarroing in its novelty, that no 
faculty was left unoccupied 

The scorching sun, now blazing upon our heads 
with mid day force, reflected too by the dazzling white 
of every house, placed us lu a cross fire, too hot for 
long endurance, and nmipeUed us to Seek shelter 
beneath the roof of a Bmish merchant, who hospi 
tably vouchsafes to eveiy Engbshman a pnvilege 
which he appears to eiyoy in eiery land except old 
England, tint of prjing evlmvagantlj and feasting 



TFHCPIB^. 


7 


poorly. After ex^ilorjng many un^iglitly jmvigeu, 
we pcnelntcd a $tce^» and dirty alley, and dt^cotcred 
the (leleclaWe refuge which wc sought — not an hotel 
—the name would have been rc^nted as on indignity 
by the inflated host, the proud sendor of all things 
\endihle, from a yard of cloth to a cargo of oranges 
In the hunted commerce of Tcrceira, wholesale and 
retail dealings are usually m the same hands, and thus 
the meanest shopkeeper, among other iinnmmiies, 
enjoys rank among the trading anstncracy of the land, 
and, of his own proper right, wyoices in llic title of 
mcTchant 

* Having seen most of the lions in Angro, wc were 
tempted hj the beautiful weather and wont of occupa« 
tion to plan on excursion through the interior of the 
island The Villa de Praya, upon the opposite coast, 
was selected os our dcstmauon, and one of the rest 
dents, upon whom we bad prevailed to act as our 
guide, promised us an excellent day s sport There 
are two roads from Angta to Praya, the lower one 
winding round the bold projecting headlands of the 
coMt, the other leading through a saried succession of 
cultivated and waste lands, direct across the mounUuns 
The latter was preferred, and having braced our nerves 
against sun and heat, wc turned short up the precipi 
tous mouniam side which girds in the little capital, 
and speedily reached the smnmit, amply rewarded for 
our pains hy (he glonoiis scene around Turning 
inland, wc lost sight of the ocean, and descended upon 
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the unculuvated distncts The distance before us was 
about five leagues, over a road, if such it may be called, 
formed of lumps of lata, sconm, and cinders, in some 
places wedged together m huge masses, and m others 
covered with roughly btohen fragments, which the 
islandeis had ilrened (probably to fill up some 
impracticable chasm) with an utter contempt of the 
principles of Macadamization 

After crossing two or three chains of mountains, 
now dipping low into the narrow valleys, and agam 
breasting the abrupt side of the opposite ndge, we 
reached an open elevated platform, whence we looked 
down upon a wide spread basiu, extending fron? 
hill to valley, from valley to plam, but girt m on 
all sides by dark volcanic heights, whose gloomy 
aspect appeared to lower in frowns upon the rash 
intruder The steeps are dotted here and there with 
& few dark and stunted firs, starting at solitary 
intervals fcom the blackened heather, which is every 
where intersected with broad beds of barren waste, 
oierspread with volcanic niattcr, piled in cumbrous 
heaps upon the scorched soil, and exhibiting the most 
monstrous and fantastic forms, as if but rcccntl} cast 
forlli bj some temble convulsion There they stood 
in the same wild and gloom} confusion in which 
they were uplifted from the hidden gulfs below, 
or showered down npoii the plain m the fierce storm 
and tnmuh of eruption Down the rough and 
blighted sides of the monniains the course of the 
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cou'^tiiniiig lati was ilLstinctlj seeit, as though) ihc 
fiPT) flood ^i3il «caicel) ctnscd to wellfr lUrwtgU its 
tortuuiis cbannels Over the rocks autl Hvx in the 
immediate foreground a dank grev moss had sprc-id 
Itself, a noisome v egetation which detracted not from 
the desolation of the scone— prochiming, like the 
whitened locks of age, ** here no more shall jmvth or 
fceslvuess he ’ 

The dull melancholy of Oic scene entered llit. 
heart , no sound or morcmcni broke upon the painful 
stillness, which spoke of death rather than repose 
As we toiled onwards scarcely a word was spoken, 
indeed, from the moment wo had fust looked down 
upon this unearthly wilderness, oil attempts ot con 
rei^adon had given way to a dropping fire of half 
pronounced ejaculations Before, behind, to the east, 
and to the west, we were surrounded by these myste- 
rious and awe inspiring objects, which dispersed every 
ray of joy and memment from our party But the 
spell which bound us was broken in a second of 
tune, a sudden exclamation of joyous relief burst 
from each as we successively surmounted the crest 
of the hill, and beheld expanded before us the bn"lit 
blue waters of the Atlantic, cliecrrul with Ii^ht and 

life, whose sound and movement were alone sufficient 

to dispel our gloomy mood 

Words mo not for strong emotions, and are seldom 
sotantarrly resortod to. the mind appears instmc- 
mel) to be sensible ot that steahness, thej arc for 
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the lni?mesi of life, and not for llio more «ccrct 
iinslencs of our nntiire, nhtcli, wliilo lliej concen 
tmte aud absorb, arc too deep and too subtle to be 
brought at will to the siirCurc, and mide tangible 
I’erlnps llie mneb ipiolcd saving <f the late I’rinco 
of Diplomatists may be true in a more bidden sense 
titan 13 displaced m its ordinary accepLition tlut 
the chief, that is the common, use of words is to 
disguise tlic thoughts — for ho« seldom do we find 
words capable of truly rendering the more refimd 
and abstract reasonings of the mmd, the profound 
emotions of the heart If then words fail to convey 
a true reflection of these, they sersc but to disguise 
that wbicb. the} arc intended to portray 

The summit of the farthest range oret wlucli our 
route lay was at last attained, and down its undulating 
sides, beautiful and gay with verdant slopes and 
richly dowered lioUons, we beheld once more the 
handiwork and the dwellings of man, far, far below 
us in a smiling cnllirated valley, lay the piett) little 
town of Fraya, its wbitc bouses, out topped by the 
sombre monastic piles, stretching to the very edge 
of the fortified hay In this sni^ village shut out 
b} sea and mountain from all the world what was 
our surprise to receive ihe wane welcome of a resident 
English phjsician* The cheerful benevolence of his 
countenance and his frank vlemeaDoui alilte bebed 
our first suspicion that some wayward iiusaniliropy 
had led him to this secluded retreat , hut our good 
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host informed ns *ai beliad soiiglil in Tnja a peue- 
fid enjoyment of hca^tU and of life's blessings, willionl 
wbicb, and contentment of heart, there is indeed little 
)o> in OUT existence , and tliese elements of happiness 
he assured ns he had discoiercd even m the absence 
of oU hvxviTj , I had almost said of cii ihzation. 

The day after our arrival at Praja had been fixed 
upon for OUT sporting excursion, xre tbereforc rose 
Mith the dawn, and having partaken of a substantial 
breakfast, we mustered our forces and set forth, decliu 
mg the scmces of a ginde, upon the strength of the 
prowess n© had exhibited the previous day. It was 
agreed that ne should direct our steps towards a lake 
some few miles distant, where we had been assured 
that woodcocks and snipe vrere in great abundance, 
and guenllas and bandits were supposed to be some- 
what less numerous, they haring been hunted out 
by tbe local aulhonues but a short lime before 

Out path first led along g'ddy precipices, which 
descend almost perpendicularly, a thousand feet 
and more, to the beach below The vast flights 
of sea birds, now soaring aboie, now circling midway 
ilowu the clifls determined two of our puty to keep 
the coast , while myself and two olliers, superior to 
so unsi ortsmanhke a temptation held our onginal 
1 and shaped our course for the interior We 
had not proceeded far before wc entered a pleasant 
and fruitful vallcv megulajly ascending to a high and 
rocky gorge, down which there dashed a little inoun 
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lam Stream, bouudiug from point to point, now hid, 
MOW bursting out anew from the clnstenng shrubs, and 
gliding through the levels, until it disappeared at the 
other extremity of the vale The opposite hill, and 
another rallej, partially covered with dense coppice- 
«ood, led us to the foot of a mountain, which rose 
towenng high above, thickly overlaid with brown heatli 
and brush-wood , up this too we held our waj, and at 
list, panting and breathless, gained the summit, from 
whence a wide view was obtained of the surrounding 
countT} . Another valley lay before us, not like the 
others, warm and culuiated, its flat and harren plain 
being broken only by a few sohtaiy and dismal looking 
ponds, while further on again were more- and tnoie 
mountains. Countless black birds and a few miserable 
cattle were the onlt things of life to be discovered. 

An enormous ranoe offered i» an CMt from this 
Biinc, without encountering the steeps of the opposite 
range, but u was a question whether this nonow 
chasm saved us any toil, for on and on we wandered, 
fmm solitude to solitude, without at an) lima observing 
iho least trace of man or Ins haunts The wild 
beauties of tho scenery liad delighted ns, but we had 
been saill) deluded of o«r looked-fur spoit, and at last, 
Cunt and w car) , w e called a lialt, and rifrcshed our 
selies with the contents of rni ample proMsinti basket, 
funusbed by our kind host W e si'cedil\ di'.cussc'd 
tin* more MibaUmial j>an of our inid-da) meal, and, 
liphiiiig mir ci.'sr*, nrliMcd upon tbf soft ^ros*, while 
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ti\ unajjVn'vUon wetc iriii^jwrtcd bii-k to die \ear of 
out lord 1439, nbcrc bislor) \>!jctN the (li<<orcr) of 
tlu. islands— to that (la> when first Gonzalo 
Cabral, the Coiumciulador de Alinoural tiiid Senhor of 
Cardiga, grasping die Portuguese banner, sprung lo 
the «liore with the ardent hopes of a discotercr 
With whai wonder and cimo^iij inu*-! he have wan- 
dered with Ina fullowcra from luU to dale, front dale to 
open plain, lialC doubting, jet suU evpccting to meet 
a naluc race, obom to tlaim as ibe subjects of his new 
found empire, and how must he ai list have returned 
to his boats, bis delight a little dashed bv di^ajipoint 
mciu but still enebantod with the beauty of his 
uncoiiteated pnze, its bjhuj air and fertile soil 
redolent with perfume, and the sweet sounds of its 
onlj inhabitants the feathered songsters For here no 
beast of prev , no poi«oticd rcnnui liv e , the venom of 
the snake and the virus of the rabid dog alike become 
men, under tlie influence of this benignant dune 
After we liad a hule refreshed our weaned frames 
wt. bethought ourselves of the necessitj of again press 
mg forward and for hours we continued to pursue 
the same ixilliless and Jabonous course, determined 
to find any other route back to Pra\a rather than 
attempt to retrace our way through the difficulties 
we bad encountered We had become mvolved in 
ikuse and intricate woods, with only here and there a 
Ubynnibine track leading «s on ibrongh an iindii 
Uliiig country apparently mtirnniial k and utterlv 
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iinj'cnuirt li» rjoWjtmlaf w jimU, tSj'limVm 
^roiiiulniul inicrcrpimg tpou nml bntulic^, ilic iiti 
cirtTiiit) of tiiir projxnr dinclion, ntul cur (1iv» iiiiciit 
conjecture^, mil} lending in render iho toil at curj 
Htij) less and less tolmUe As for the I iVc of 'iliicli 
ivt cTino ni sunrcli, willi Us alinidint nnndcocks and 
xnijic, nil thonglit of it had hmg sitik giicii {laee 
to Dll iinportiinsic nii'cirtv In find the cotsi before 
ntglit closed ujyju \i«, or Itcfare ottr Imviscd Imibs 
sliniild Iw altogether ovtq*ouerol 1»} filigue 

hou at list li} a j*erse»enng ndiaiiec we broke 
from llio confines of ilie fonst. «e f inid Ijtllt indetsl 
to ch or our fligpiig connge \ drear} |vlaiii, ciil nji 
mill endless rmnes, ojkiiciI to n finbcr pro«j>ecl of 
inniintains, dark and firl idling as an} thing Holmd 
\il bchtld, shut m on citr} «ide, their shaq> and 
nigged outlines scowled n dcfisnco upon our now 
spiritless and drooping ino Tnil} our condition nos 
dcplonble, and our outward ajpcnranec was bv no 
means calculiied to gloss oser the renlU} of our suf- 
ftnngs, or to delude ws in oiir csuTnatiou of them 
Scarce a remnant of shoe Icalher svas llicre among ns , 
nnd as to our upper gannents, the entire stock srould 
not hsic furnished materials for a complete stiii, that 
which remained was hinging to oiir persons jii lattcrwl 
Strips and sbieds, deserving the names by which they 
are comiuonh designated about as much as did the 
pitches which we had left adhering to the thickets 
Our prospects were not more fiatlenng than ci\w actual 
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sLitc of pcr^u 1 tlmiicrless an<l lioiwlc^s lu^ht 
was all w(* could expect, at best — a bivouac vvilhout 
either honour or glorj — with the piobabilitjr of nsuij 
next inonnng still mote siifi* and hungr), to «a\ 
nothing of the chance of not nsmg at all, for we 
were not unmindful of what had been said in Pra^'i 
about the guerrillas and bandits, who being hunted out 
from the neighbourhood of our loohed for lake, we 
thought could hardly bate selected a more nnjiracti- 
cable stronghold than tlio wood from which we had 
just emerged 

Already the lengthened and purple shadows be 
tokened the close of day A short lioli just to rccoier 
breath was all that we could permit, for we were 
determined to press on, till night should fairlj bit our 
farther progress. Across a forked indenluro of the 
mountains, a lerel stream of light, strctchiog like an 
artificial horizon in tho darkening sky, attracted our 
notice, and fmcjnng that it might prove to be the sea 
distant and hopeless as oppeared oui chance of success, 
to this we rcsolred to turn our steps, rather than wander 
on without any sort of guidance Again we pushed 
forward with the last elTorts of out strength, again 
we brcastetl the knotty sieejis Out high roads were 
the loose and rugged beds of tho mountain torrent, our 
cross roads were the arduous and thorny passages 
which we made for ouisehes through the tangled 
bnishwood , and our bye roads lay through the cir- 
M/I fig -iag tncqu^Aies ot ravines and 
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lo 3 o no lime in pitting wirti sncli compiu} There 
a m iftil !ooh in their hangili^ ficcs occii 
sional marmiir ihoul lupines, dtnhriro, &.C., which 
Tendered out council of war ftondcTfullj iiuanimous 
111 the detcnnmalion of healing a retreat. Engtr 
directions w ere gi\ cn iw as to llie c\ ict route « e were 
to pursue, it might he in chantt — hut wo did not 
thmV so Men when they are icr\ Inmgtj and very 
tired arc ncier lery philanthropic 

The night was unusually dvrh, nnd even had wt 
been inclined to keep the road pointed out to us «e 
probably should not ha\c been able to do so, but we 
thought any other preferable, and staggered on almobl 
heedless of our course After many hours of pamful 
wandering we saw lights m ihe distance, and found 
that wo had ptovidenually taken a pretty direct route 
to Pray a, we entered the tomi a little after midnight 
When we presented our«clves before our host we 
were dismayed to Snd only one of our comrades 
whom we had left upon the coast, he enquired 
cagerh if we had brought news of his lost compa 
nion, who, followed b> his dog, had descended the 
cbfT, ptomwing to stm the shore, but whom we bad 
not again seen Until nightfall our fnend had 
fatigued himself with fmtiess search, his call was 
wuretnnieil, save by a melancholy echo from the 
rocks beloT Oar amird relieicd both our fnends 
from much anMety on our own account, hut it de- 
siroNed ibeirhope ibat be who was roi^siiic.hatl (alien 
u 
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111 With and accompanied ns Hauassed and toil 
worn as we were, it was impoa'^ible to rest while 
uncertain of his fate, we in a measure restored our 
<treDgth by a hast) but plentiful refreshment, and 
then, despite our lacerated («t and stiffened limbs, we 
ajun sallied forth 

We despatched two fi:!.hcnnen round by the beach, 
and, provided with a guide, we followed the path which 
we had taken in the morning we soon came to the 
place where wn had separated, and thence pursued as 
nearly as possible that which out aVent Ihcnd had 
chosen , sounding erery now and then a blast from a 
hom in order to signily our adinnce, and if possible 
to direct the wanderer to his friends hvit wo listened 
in \-ain fur his reply to our challenge The onh 
answer was the echo, mockins our alarm, as the Glint 
and solemn tones cereiherated from cliff to cliff, and 
the ill>omened screech of the disluTbed sea birds, with 
the feeble moaning of the wind and sea. Again we 
blew a louder and «tiU louder blast — a strange foreboil 
ing ihnlled ihrough me — all was dark and drear, but 
1 fancied that the faint and piteous how] of a dog was 
borne upon the breeze wbich repealed the notes of 
llie hoin ^eo, it was .Hangers roicc, now more 
loudlv and clearli beard. Onward we preyed in the 
direction from which the <ound had come , but as we 
adranced the ciy of ilic d<^ was lost, for the g-illjmng 
winds rising swqii down from the lulls m hollow gusts 
and then more loudli whistled in our e;n», while ibc 
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roar of the sea a(We<l lo the confiL«ioiJ of sounds. 
Again and again we blew the liom, hnt wirtiont a\Tiil. 

We had not advanced many steps, when llic fore, 
most of the party stopped suddenly, uttering a 1 o\n 
and hurried exclamation. The night was star-lit, and 
loohing before m, we beheld the loosened soil, some 
feet in extent c\idenlly haring been recently np- 
tumed. The dew «tood upon my brow ; all seemed 
to feel a horror at the sight, a dread that could not 
shape itself in words A long and swelling bowl 
from the dog was now repeated in a momentary lull 
of the wind. 

,** hlarh the spot ’ but let m on to the clilT now * " 
The first streak of dawn was gUmmenng in the 
cast as we reached the summit of the rocks; and as 
day broke, we were hailed by the fishermen whom we 
had sent round upon the shore They were half way 
dmni the chfT, ond with emphatic gesture they pointed 
down below them , and one of them, resting Ins head 
upon his hand, seemed to intimate that our friend 
la) there aslee]i or helpless Our guide was a power- 
ful and actne man, and he at once prepared to 
descend, mjself and another of the party followed, 
after iiianj warnings from the guide, for the steep was 
one which even the practised islanders considered it a 
feat to descend , at the best it was extremely hazard- 
ous, lequinng a cool head and a sure foot, as well as 
acthity and cxpenencc. Haimg disencumbered our- 
«ehes of onr boots and the most inconienient naettiC 
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oiir ipparel, we cautionslj cotnmenccd oiir descent, 
a Portugue leading the way It was evident that a 
single false step must end in i headlong fall of at 
least a thousand feet 

The excitement of so long a period, with little 
sustenance and without rest, had rendered me insen- 
sible to fatigue, but had produced the false strength 
and mad determination of fever Upheld by this 
supernatural strength, 1 followed the steps of the 
crouching guide and tnv more cautious companion, 
until about half waj down, the former found it 
impossible to proceed We reconnoitred the place, 
and found oui farthei piogiess barred bj n narrow 
projecting shelf of rock, which overhuhg a vast and 
giddy chasm, black and interminable as seen m the 
dubious morning light A few feet below, however, 
ve discovered a second ledge of the same descnption, 
but aifording a very precarious footing We lowered' 
outseUes over the abjss, dinging with outstretched 
amis to the edge, and letting the bod} slide gently 
down the scarped face of ihe precipice From thence, 
grappling the scant} knots and rents of the rock null 
nppeViensive energy, we descended to the beach, pass- 
ing from point to point, and sliding down the nartou 
water tracks 

Turning a sudden angle os the beach was gained, 
wc uert. aiijialled b\ beholding the mangled and blood- 
«laincil cori'sc nf onr ill pited comrade , ho lav 
vtrctclud iippu his baik, cold and ^uflenctl hiv hinlv 



cTU'^bed, his feaiurw oWiicraicd, liic rocks nroinui 
cloUed M-itli gore. By the side of our poor friend 
watcbeil the fontl and faithful Ranger, bemoaning srilli 
jiiicoiis lamentation his masters disastrous fate, refu« 
sing ui\ attention, and disregarding onr clTons to 
mthdraw him from ibe body. 

What had betdlen onr unfortunate companion 
before hvs headlong course donn that fearful precipice 
«e never learned, and for the gravc*Ukc appearance of 
the ground which had attracted onr notice on our 
route no better infonnaiion cier reached me. 
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It lias Lecn freely remarked of pliers in genenl, 
and irerhaps not oltogcOier without reason, “ lint tliev 
liaio a common usage of extolling each successive 
object of tlieu de«cnpUon as the most wonderful, or 
the most beautiful, or the most curious of nil ihnt is 
wonderful, or beautiful, or cnnous, wiilim ibeir knovv' 
ledge"* The author, in terscwmghvs own adiutrv 
tion And excitement when for tlie first tune lie umc 
m sight of tbc Peak TeuerilTe, is willing to nsk a 
similar impulation, ratlicr tlian ijuabr^ bis sujierln 
lives while atteinjvtiiig to de|>ict the 'icciic In the 
whole nortbcni, hemisphere there is perhnps scareelj 
niij natural object of cnnosit^ whivh can be disco 
vered to the traTeller with more sinking cflVcl tlian 
ihis singular island, upon whichever «ido and under 
whatever circnmstaiice^ U may bo approachcvl riicro 
IS sointlUiiig so gnind, so olntosl snpematiiral, in tlie 
fipjvearaTici. of the wild volcanic momitoiu lowering 
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alofi in ■itupcndou'j tnajwty aliove the regions of the 
cloud.'!, from the deep decj> wilcrs of the ocean, tint 
the beholder cannot hut regard jt ttith sensations ahni 
to awe; nor will his admiration lose one tittle of its 
solemnitv upon a closet new of the nigged clifTs, 
which arc composed of calcined rocks and H\a, tom 
and distonod into couniless iirtgulaT and mvstenous 
forms. 

The mountain is computed hy hi. dc nnmholdt 
to ho 12,198 English feel m height, and to he gene- 
ral]! visible at sea from a distance of iSOmdc-s, but 
we hare the authority of most ro^agers for stating, 
that at certain seasons the peak is to he seen at the 
almost incredible distance of 200 miles Tins, how- 
ever, IS during those months nlicu the atmosphere is 
ptcu> fuUj charged with moistme, so that the rcftac- 
lion renders it visible at a setj much greater distance 
than would appear possible by calcnlaucm from its 
height In the dry sunny monih-s of July and Au- 
gust, when seldom cien a silver wreath of cloud is 
seen to stray across Ihe'clcar canopy of heaven, or more 
than a gentle breath of air to tipple the bnght surface 
of the ocean, the peak, wlicn 6ist descried, assumes a 
very singular appearance. , 

Perchance the far sighted manner h\s discovered it, 
while to tlie unpractised landsman there is still ml ntst 
foiittis el aer, until the vessel stealmg softly onward 
under the almost imperceptible influence of the breeze, 
has brought it wuhm scope of his cmnparaJiiely oh 
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tuse "iight, and he hecomei slowly conscious of sonit 
shadowy object, now lost, now «een again upon the 
clear bonzon. Soon this tague sliape may he traced 
bv a clear outline upon the skj as it gradually assumes 
a deeper hue, and then appears lihe a gap or rent in 
the natural beaten, admitting die eye to penetrate to a 
second sty. Now as the tessel, hour by hour, holds 
on. her course and diminishes the distance from the 
mountain, this illusion is dispersed, and the colour is 
changed from bine to a deep aerial grey , while a sharji 
streat of glittering light, glancing from lU snowy top, 
plainly defines the form of the peak. 

But the circumstances under whicli TencniTe is seen 
in the full force of m grandeur are the reverse of tin 
foregoing desenpnon When the winicr months, coin- 
mcneing wiih November, bnng m the dreary season of 
storm and hurricane, the honhng south east innd 
drives down successive volumes of black clouds screxs 
the desett of Sabara, from the tempestuous suimiuts of 
the Jebcl Kiimra lUoiiDiains, and tbese acciiinulate 
around the peat, hte enl si»nts under its command, 
and, whirling round and round, open and close, aiul 
nso and Evil upon its ru,^ed sides, now exposing now 
completely enveloping lliem, constantly chvhing and 
revolving m sirange uncouth conioriions which balllu 
nil attctnjtLs at descnption, and can only be compand 
to the mad orgies of a thousand genu Tho Insssing 
lightnings play from cloud to cloud and the hoar-i 
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ihimdet bursw m rattling \>eals, tningbiig with ilie 
rush of the hurocme and the loiul roar of lUo tiicuul- 
luous sea. All this, it may be fancied, forms a fearful 
scene, espenally to the poor manners nho have har- 
boured in the natron roadstead of Santa Cm? * the fir^t 
prognoiUc of the coming storm « the signal to slip 
their cables and put mstamly to sea 

The island v.aa anciently called the Ptah of Tcjde, 
und the mhabitanta, viho arc Spaniards, sliU retain the 
name in preference to the more cuphoneous one by 
which U IS now known to the whole world. Though 
so picturesque an object, upon approaching it, the 
island possesses very little beauty of scenery within 
Its shores, its cultivated «pots being intersected with 
stenie and unsightly patches of volcanic matter, 
without anything deserving the name of wood, except 
here and there a cluster of stunted pines, eked out by 
a few scattered and ill shapen palm trees, which, far 
from adorning, rather add to the desolation of the 
scene This is more especially the case upon the 
coast, for, strange to relate, the lava and sconm 
become less abundant on approaching the peak itself, 
the monstrous chimney of the eternal furnaces raging 
below, and the soil is more productive, indeed it is in 
many places lughly colUvoted, and the gardens and 
vmejards of the Spaniards exhibit something ap- 
proximating to civilization The same, however, 
cannot K said of the inhabitants, or of their buildings 
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Even the pTincipal towns ate extremely wretched both 
in 'ippearance and as dwellings, while it maj he 
safely said that the sites upon wluch thej Imcbeen 
erected are m every respect the w orst that could have 
been chosen 

SI Christoial de Laguna is called the capital of the 
island, but why tins disunction is conferred, it is 
difficult to sa}, unless from the circumstance of the 
governor having a mansion at that place, although he 
resides at Santa Cniz, nhich latter is certainly tho 
more important town, both on account of its harbour 
for shipping, and for its comparative wealth and 
extent. It has, however, a most desolate and forbid* 
ding aspect, being a collection of some Imndreds of 
houses most Himsily constructed, and, from their 
daazlmg whiteness, having the apjvcanvnce of a paper 
tonn, spread along Uie flat and narrow beach, and 
orcftoppcd bj black furrowed chlTs, without a «inglo 
huf of vcgcLition or a tnee of oii^ thing green to 
relieve the c^c from ihe intolerable glitter of the 
wlnlc wash Not docs lire place pos'iess one smglo 
edifice of iiuportanco, (lic churebt-s ore tawdr} and 
badl^ built, as al^ ora the govcmniciit hi use mu) 
public offices, thojetly m m sad ihvn*patr, and qmto 
insufficient fur its piiqiovc, but it is tenninated by a 
well bmlt and handsome mole, which serves thcdoiibli. 
ptiqKwc of a jcili licid, protecting the harbour fnun 
llio cnntimul wulh*eisl suill, and Kmg, luortover. 
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bUTOOuHted ty a poNsctful and commanding baUcry 
foT ibc defence of the tovm 

Herein is hule to iniile further desenpuon ; hut it 
\\ oidd be <^iutc unpardonable to quit the roadstead with- 
out noticing tlie very picturesque and almost magic 
cElect which this harbour presents upon entenng it after 
inght-faU, if tlie weather he fair The twinkling lights 
of the town are almost eclipsed hy thousands of ruddy 
fires billing 111 all directions over the sei, to the outer 
>c^c of the bank, which forms the roadstead, swiftly 
jias^mg to and fro like sw anning fire-flies, spangling the 
wa^es With the reflection, and thus multiplying their 
luimbera until the eye is completely dazzled by the 
sight To the stranger wbo is unacquainted with the 
cause of this singular scene the enigma must remain un- 
told until the \es»eliswithi»tliebay , and then, among 
the foremobt of the fires, will be occasionally seen a hu- 
man figure lit up by the ted glare, and then anoibet and 
aiioibcr, appearing and lanislung in quick succession , 
until at last the mystery is solved by a still nearer 
approach, and tliese phenomena are found to be 
connlle-* fleets of fishing boats, each of Uiem Laving 
on bo-vrd two men, whose persons appear gigantic and 
almost demoniac, as they are seen jn the broad light of 
Iwo blazing fires which ihey carry on homl, one m tlie 
bow, and anoiher ni the stem of ihe hoaf These 
bnlliam hglus are for the purpose of allunng the fish 
froiii their rocky ristuig places, and they arc then 
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talven bv ihe fisbenneii with rod nnd line The scene 
IS rendered mare completelj grotesque bj the smguhr 
costume and half clad appearance of the Spaniards, 
the wild snatches of song that are fitfully home upon 
the wind, the uncouth cncs of the men, continually 
hailing one another from boat to boat, accompanied hy 
the harsh scieams of the sea birds whirling in all 
directions overhead, and watching a favourable oppor- 
tunity to ])hinder the boats Add to this the flashing of 
innumerable oats, now here, now there, glancing over 
miles of space with the instantaneous speed of elec- 
tricity , and to finish the enchantment of the pictuie, 
perchance from the impenetrable gloom steals forth, 
with silent majesty and slow advance, the towering 
image of a giant ship, her canvass filled and bending 
10 tbe breeze, wbiie on she glides, iiKe a spint of air, 
ibrongh the scattered fleet of liny fisliing boats The 
whole scene possesses a wild and unearthly effect, little 
•.hort of magic, such os may not commonly bo dis. 
covered in nature, and yet, in moderate weather, it 
may be nightly witnessed in the roadstead of Santa 
Cruz 

Tlic unfortunate inhabitani'i although the subjects 
of n double despotism, have presen cdundiininished the 
pncli, oiul indolence wliiih proicrhially charactenze 
the Spaniards The will of tlie governor is over the 
head of every cUizmfoi hfu or death, ihc conns of 
law being goveme«l by his noil, the powir of the 
1 nesthooil i< rven Mill more alnohite, and the consc- 
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qiitncc IS, tlial tlic people arc sunlw lo llie ^cl‘} Iohc t 
state of ilcpnint^ The tovn suanns wih houseless 
mcntlicants of both scvcs, tlie aged d)ing in the 
staets from utter filthiness ind stin-ation, uhile the 
\oulh are liomhlj defonned, or afflicted with the most 
nnsighllj diseases Indeed nothmg can exceed the 
deplorable slate of these nietchcd beings, who are only 
heeded by those in authoni} when iheir emaciated and 
lifeless bodies arc actually obstructing the public 
street«, and comiptui" the atinosphcro Their only 
means of subsistence appear to be in tlicfi, nnd in this 
the) arc said to outnial eien the nimble'fingered 
islanders of the South Seas, no manner of precautioti 
homo proof against their ingenuity or ilicir despera 
tion It would, however, be difflcuU to determine 
whether are the mote tiitmcrous, the mote cntming, 
and the more shameless, the thieies themselves, or 
tbeir plunderers, the monhs, for these latter lilenlly 
swarm m the streets in the cool of eiening, and must 
be the objects of mingled pitj and abhorrence to 
foreigners, while thev openij pnctise their iinposi 
lions nor blush lo prove themselves as abandoned as 
their dll] es 

Escape we then irom these obuoMous dens of 
laninn mfamj and woe Upon the opposite coast 
to SanU Cruz , that is on the north west side of the 
uland stands the port of Oraiava which, without 
examining too closelj we call a pretty town It rests 
upon a rounded decltvii^ at the foot of a bi^lxcnauvaX 
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fires are still aclu o wuIhd— as is « iilcnt from occMional 
•■uLtcrruieoiis noises and tlie bursting of hot springs, 
and at distant intcnals, within the Tnemory of 
the people, the issuing of smohe from the crater- — 
there has been no eruption since that aboie«mcn 
tioned The people appear to he insensible to anj - 
tiling lihe apprehension of the recurrence of such a 
calamitj, nor do the) seem to stand much m awe of 
the frequent earthquakes which shake the Tcry foun- 
dations of the island The summit of the great Peak 
may be gamed by a difficult ascent from Oraiani , the 
distance to the crater from the foot is about twelve 
miles, the road forming a complete rig zag throughout 
Tlia crater is of an area containing 7,500 square 
)ards, or, at a rough computation, about an ^cre and a 
half Except dunng the latter end of August and 
September, the top w capped with snow, from which 
the sun s rays glance wnih great bnlhancy, adding not 
a little to its oier towenng cflcct It would scarcely 
bo credited b) those who have never witnessed a 
smiilas illusion, that, at Santa Cruz, which is distant 
from the Peak upwards of thirty miles, it appears so 
wonderfully near to the eje that one might almost 
fancy u possible to cast a stone to the summit The 
island possesses several other towns and villages, hut 
none which particularly demand notice m these pages 
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l U pQt & Bitfdic toond About tbc rarth 
In forty mLaotaa 

UtimmBier N>g^l $ JOreim 

Itr RccoidancQ wKb the design explained in the 
address with which this volume opens we are now 
uitdev the net'^ssity of aeuing all out enntadSt shj* 
scrapers and studding sails, in order to make ns lapul 
a passage os possiMe firem Peak TenenCfe to a point 
about SIX hundred miles up the winding course of 
the sacred nver Ganges Should the reader be nf 
opinion that St Helena, the Cope of Good Hope, the 
Mauntius, Ceylon, and other equally interesting 
points in our track would have been conienient and 
desirable ports, he must be'entreated to rest satisfied 
at present with the go ashore entertainment already 
proiided, and console himself with the promise of 
touching and casting anchor in one or more of these 
harbours next so\age 

A lery short so_jonni in any foreign country will 
generally suffice W dissi]>ale that sense of novelty 
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whitli for a lime is cxer jmsenl »itl» ll»e IrwcUer, 
infusing Itself into all his «leas and imparling a 
fanciful and dreamlike nmt of reality c\cn U> his 
'ictions Englishmen who visit the East> having 
preiiousl^ confined ihcit Iraiehs exchisnel) to their 
own quarter of the glohc, find diis effect protracted 
much hejoncl its ordmar_) duration, bj the very sink- 
ing contrast existing between the charactcnstics of 
Asia and Europe, both m the clunate, scenetj, and 
petqdc, and it is again and again reviied, after the 
outward appearance of the country has bccoiuo farm 
liar, b^ the peculiar properties uhich seem to distin 
guish the common features of the scene from those 
of lus home I might extend the remark, with truth, 

I hcheie, even to the more subtle opcmtions of nature, 
the produce of the coimtry, and the works of the 
natives, for scarcely a day passes without some 
strange and unexpected quality being discovered iii 
ouc or other of them It were needless to particu 
lanse, a thousand instances will at once suggest 
thcinscUea to the mind of the leader, or lhe> ina) 
he found in the pages of eter^ book of travels m the 
East, but the fict will fulh illustrated by the 
I oint Hjiou which I am driving 

The n\er», the nipliiig brooks, and headlong 
mountam torrents of old England continue for ages 
to run m their wonted courses their utmost depreda 
lions being an occasional overflowing of their waters, 
or the icmporiT^ shifim" ot theix khAccc/Mds. 
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of remote ages show us that, centuries since, our 
forefathers were acquainted with the streams of our 
land, u eanng very miicli the same aspect, and, at least, 
flowing ivithm the same banks as in our own days 
But It IS otheniise with the riiers of India. These 
vagrant waters, from the mighlj Ganges to the 
meanest Inbutary, are constantly seeking new chan- 
nels, shifting over the plain from city to city, persever- 
ingly utidenmning all baitiers whether natural or 
artificial, and compelliiig the biishandmcn and the 
TiIIagCTs to retreat before tbeir irresisublc invasions 
Iti many parts, the Gauges may be traced to have liad 
Its cour<e, but a few years since, distant full twenty 
miles from us present clumnel I hare known it 
make & digression of three or four miles in a single 
season This is chiefly attnbutnble to the sofr ami 
sandy nature of the soil, the pccuhoily abrupt and 
tortuous wtiidinp of the stream, and tlievery sudden 
ucctimulation of the waters at the commencement of 
the monsoon, suddenly convening the Kinoot}i and 
KilciU nvrr into a turbulent flood which rolb down 
rruin the highlands with irmflc force, saps or over- 
leaps all opjvosvuon, and GIU Us former bed, while u 
(I'vavtalrs tho adjacent country and carves out for 
iLieir a new channel, or usurjn that of some other 
stream. 

It IS notm-iny yiais since the nver Bone— v> called 
from llio word $ona, guld-^srd to pour its broad 
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waters into the nver Ganges under the nails of a 
small tonn named Maena , the junction now takes 
place ahoul four miles loner down at Monea, which, 
fonneily an inland tovoi, now slJuads upon a projecting 
tongue of land washed by both nvers Neither of 
these places could he recognised by its former inhabi 
lants, 80 complete la the iiansformauon The channel 
of the Sono « ^ei> deep and the waters are, during 
the greater part of the year, too rapid to be safely 
naMgalcd by small boats, indeed for many weeks 
after tlie first fall of tbe summer rams it js imprac 
licable, except to boats of a peculiar construction 
It has Its source la Uie wild and barbarous province 
of Gundnaoa, near a place of great sanctity called 
Omirkantac, which stands upon a cunous table land 
considerably elevated above the surrounding counlrj 
This place is the constant resort of innumerable diseased 
and deformed Hindoos who asttibe to Us waters the 
power of effecting all sorts of cures The Brahmins 
liave attributed to It asull more mjslenous properly 
when the water is adminiatcred by their own hands 
They iffinn that in cerUm cases of alject poverty — 
that 13 when tbe last coivries of the d ipe have been 
distributed among them— >-it will endow those who 
dnub It isub tbe extraordinary lacnlly of discovenng 
bj intuitive knowledge all llie secret places of con 
celled treasure wuhvn a certavu distance round about 
them This is not a naked assertion on the part of the 
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they have *v lUoasand \cry wonderful andin- 
disputalile tale's to relate m xenfication of it l\Ian> 
arc doubtless founded upon facts, and among others 

TIIL aXORT Ol PITNO BHOWAM,* 

a Raja of Kninroop was graxely told to me by a 
Hindoo as an auilieiiUC instance of the iirtae of the 
vicred water, for both the |)uq)o«es above described 
In the ancient Hindoo City of Jauthat, through the 
centre of which runs the mer Debhor, there formerly 
Ined a wealthy and influential Raja, by name Rung 
Bhowani. who enjoietl a large jaghir*\n the district of 
Kamroop, denied from the gods, of wbriit aUo, the 
family were desccndeil lo Iih youth, Rung Rhonain 
had been blessed with a large fauiih of icrv beautiful 
children, but os be adiaiiccd in years, when the 
autumn of life wns fast iviihcring liis strength ho 
found bituseir bereft of his sons and daughters, om. 
after the other, the yictioisof an insidious niid uit 
Known dueasv, which baflicsi the sVill of ^1 the phy- 
siiians, oil the holy men and ihc praititionits of 
astrology and magic Athilc in the icry bloom of 
youlh, they suildaily drcbncil. and, without pam or 
any obi lous csusc, lauguishctl in iiiiiid and boily , uJiUl, 
m a very few nioiutis the e«U gmic closed o\ct tbcir 
wasted forms Tlirouglivut tho prounct of Kauinxip 

* Ohowanl i» the ntmeor Itw IoiUmStdui t-ul In liuUn It U 
TMDWAna uriuotl lot • Run lo Iw enllrd bf the tume of » fr«uJ« 
flit; or to, • wnnon to t« uunc4nnTT Iht roO, 
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lUc Uack art is prevalent m i thousand diflcrcnl forms, 
and, seeing Ins clnldrcn drop into the grave from 
dav to da}, his pn}crs to the gods unheeded, his 
boundless largesses to the Brahmins imrcfjuUed, the 
aftlicted Ra}a had recovitso to those dealers jn the 
obscene and detestable ntes of Tantra, who boldl} 
declared ihcir knowledge of the evil, and their ability 
to resist It The heart broken pnnee had long re- 
sisted, with, religious dread, the secret promptings of 
his soul to appl} to the demoniac professors of the 
abhorred system, but each of his beloved children had 
been laid upon the funeral pile, until one onlv, the 
youngest and the most beautiful of the vlaughtcrs, 
Temamed to him 

Hope }et lingered m his breast, so long as health 
continued to (low id the veins of the lovely child, 
hope strengthened into confidence, as year succeeded 
jeat, adding new charms and vigour to Cbahni, the 
rescued tteasure of bis heart, -when, in the opening 
of her fourteenth year, while the fond father was in 
treaty oath a neighbounng pnnee for the alliance of 
tlinr families, the ruddy glow of health faded from 
the cheek of the intended bnde, the fire burnt low 
wjibm her once resplendent eyes, ijie vermilhou of her 
bps declined to sickly pallor, and her full rounded 
form dwindled into a mere shadow of its wonted grace 
and hcauiy The distracted father with a last and 
frantic hope fled to the accuroed disciples of Tantra, 
m defiance of tlie gods of his faith, regardless of the 
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divine origin of bis familjr. He cast himself before 
these impure altars, in the anguish of his heart, of- 
fering bis broad lands, bis entire ivcaUli, and his aged 
body for sacrifice, if they would snatch his darling 
child from destruction 

The fiends received the Raja with jells and screams 
of tnutnph and delight, promised him all he sought, 
provided, only, he would accede to one condition 
Unhesitatingly did the eager parent promise oil 
without reserve , but no sooner had the officiating 
pnest declared his meaning, than the hapless Rung 
Bhowam, covering his face with his hands tamed fiom 
the assembled magicians, in silent horror of their hate 
ful laws, and fied for refuge to a neighbouring temple 
of Rnshna Here he met a very venerable and 
devout Brahmin, who, surprised to find a person of 
high rank m such a condiuon, and warmly compas- 
sionating his affiictton, by kindness and gentle persua 
Sion, with promises of assistance, wrung from him a 
full account of bis lifes misfortnues, and his present 
woe The Brahmin, after some moments spent in deep 
thought enquired if the Raja were still disposed to 
sacrifice his wealth {or his daughters restoration, and, 
being assured of the &cl, be then encouraged him to 
hope 

* Be comforted, toy son said he, • there is certain 
life for yourself and yonr child, if jou will follow my 
counseL Convert all that jon have mto gold and, 
taking It with jou as a peace oflenng set forthwith 
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^ our daughter upon a pilgnmagc to the source of the 
sacred river Sonc, and, riUen jou arrive at tlie holy 
toivn of OmirLantac, enquire for on aged Brahmin, h} 
name Ramdoorg , relate to him your history as unro- 
scnedly as jou have told it to me, and m the Dhitnna 
Shastra he shall point out to y on the means by which 
your daughter shall be saved Tarry not upon the 
way lest you arrive loo late, go speedily, and with as 
small a reunue as possible Diligence and contnuon 
alone can ex|uaie your crime in baving deserted the 
true gods TalL not of remuneration to me, your 
whole w eallh w ill be needful to y our purpose , and by 
this you may yudge of my sincerity 

Rung Bbowani placing implicit faith m the words 
of the devout Brahmin, hastened to commence his 
loumey, according to the directions he had received 
The fast declining, but still beautiful, Chahni was 
conveyed in on easy litter dunng the cool of the night, 
and the anxious father rode beside tbe conveyance 
absorbed in his gnef, and heedless of all except the 
gentle voice of his child, who, while strength lasted, 
ceased not to speak in accents of hops and consoUtion 
After a long and weary pilgninage, dunng which poor 
Rung Bhowani s remainuig spints were fast ebbing — 
for Cbabni continued to grow more and more feeble, 
so that they despaired of reaching their destmatioo 
while Ufe reTnained~->the little company amred at the 
long looked for Omirkantac , and withoni delay ihe 
Raya sought the Brahmin Ramdoorg, who, fore know- 
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ing Ills history and misfoitimes, at once promised him 
relief “ Bnng hither jour daughter,” said the vene 
nhle man, “ cast upon the altar of the offended Knsli 
na all that jou possess of norldly wealth, retrace youi 
steps m humility and hard pntration, and the child 
shall be restored ere >oa have travelled three dajs 
jouniev from Omukantac The consecrated waters 
Mill nor work the cure unless jour faith heprored ’ 
Tis said, that with full hope and confidence, the 
Eaja deposited upon the altar of the god his all of 
wealth, stripping his person of his robes and jewels, 
and adopting the scanty garb of the destitute Chah 
ni, too, gave up her tnnkets and her cosOj gannenu 
before she could elTectually receive the healing waters 
from the holy man. Doth drank and turned to depart 
from the sacred city, as they were commanded bj the 
Brahmin But, alas' the aged father, enfeebled by 
the long course of afllicuon aud eicciienicm uiidei 
which he liad suffered, found himself, in his poverty, 
deserted by his followers, no slate was at his heck to 
raise the litter, no band to aid him, or assist his 
child TJiej two alone remained to one another, 
cquallv helpless , yet did not Rung Bhowani despair . 
hav ing 111 tain besought Uic services of the by-standers, 
he raised liis drooping ihild, end half supporting, half. 
carrvmg her in hts arms, with slow and painful stejis 
he vviilidrew her from the gvc of the mulutude, his 
slifleJ sighs and pniyersiinuiit(.d v»iih au„ht nj j roich- 
ing to a iniinnur 
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Ihey lu4 iioi coiiuuucd ilietr distres.-uj^ ud^aiut. 
fax bc)ojid ilie suburbs, when, uittily o>i.Tjxjv*».red 
with thc^ v^ere coinjiclled lo seek sbclier in 

a miserable deseued hovel by the road side Ilcru 
tbe^ were foriunatcly supplied wiih water and a small 
quantity of parched grain by a woman, who, cominm.- 
rating their sufTcnngs, followed them from the loim 
after sunset, and with more Imtnamty than btr tjeijjh- 
boun cndeaioiircd to sootb and encourage them 
The exhausted father and child, having in llie wannest 
lerma expressed then giautude, received an assurance 
tliut her kindness should bo renewed before ihe> de> 
parted on their journey the next morning Relieved 
and animated by this tender tn-atmcni which they so 
little expected, iiwaswidi complete rtsignation, uiid 
something approaching to happiness, that they h) 
themselves down to rest upon the ground, rendered 
htlle more imiUng by the uiiserabie blanket winch 
the lather earned 

Here in soft sleej* (a while) they escaped the extreme 
misery of their condition The slumbers of the beau 
ufvd Chahni, genile and unbroken, were such as had 
not visited her couch for inaiiy months, but the 
anxiety and careful solicitude of the Raja rendered 
his skep disturbed and restless Trams of dim 
and couCused images crowded through his mind, as- 
suming now the subsiantial form of waking thought, 
and now the misty, strange, disordered semblance of 
a vision Ihe miserable Unt which covered them 
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rose from its lowly form and shapeless walls to inon- 
stious cavemed domes nnd vaulted roofs, upreared on 
loclcj pillars fiom the deep foundations of the earth 
Dart and irameasnra'ble chamhers were peopled with 
ghostly forms and ghdiog spectres, now laughing and 
gibing, now welcoming the old Raja with kindly 
smile, and promising good tidings of his darling 
Chahni, whom he had lost he knew not where Now 
he recognised the Brahmin Ramdoorg leading forth 
his daughter in health and all her former beaii^ , 
and now he beheld the nccuraed Tantras enveloped in 
flames, a prey to hideous serpents, who, with Send 
like WTatli and with voices of thunder, demanded his 
pure and lovely child 

The earth trembled, and tho loilenng walls opened, 
admitting a blinding glare of hght, from crackling 
and devouring flames, m the midst of which, unscathed, 
tlie venerable Ramdoorg stood forth, his countenance 
full of digmty and virtue '‘Hence’ Rung Bhowani, 
he exclaimed, “Hence* or you pensli ’ The heat 
became intolerable, o fearful crash, followed by a 
hhnek which seemed to rend the vaulted roof asunder, 
awoke the Raja, who starting to his feet found him- 
self enveloped in flames, and beheld bis daughter 
with wild impassioned gesture cnireaiing a stranger 
to rescue him from the himnng hut at a bound ho 
dashed through the flames and clasped her in his 
nnns A glance aufficed totcll the entire tale, the 
thunders roared, the l^hUimgs flxshed so vividh that 
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live sk) vi-« conunu-\lly xttunwnatcd, and lUe nitid 
was raging wiili fearfal violence Oieir inisenWc 
place of refuge liad been fired bj tbc clectnc tluid, 
and in a ier> few minutes was consumed 

liut what was the delight of the Raja when he 
beheld lus precious child, with renewed strengtli, able 
lo ^laiid and walk without aviistaiice* He doubted 
ai first Oio testimony of his senses and then, notwiih 
standing hia faith in the promises of the hoi) Ram- 
doorg, he trembled lest she should relapse into licr 
helpless state of disease and sufilnug but no, sho 
inomenlanly improrcd in health, and Inspinus grau 
tude would not long sufTcr his doubts to continue 
The nun now burst in torrents froto the oter-cbaiged 
clouds, and they were obliged to '•eek shelter in a 
ruined tomh hard by Rung Bhonaiu turned to ex 
sinuie the stranger whom till now he had scarcely 
noticed it was tho old Drahnnn whom he had en 
countered in the temple of Krishna at Jaurliat , the 
Raja knelt and received his blessing esteeming their 
second rencontre at so great a distance as nothnig 
less than miraailons The Bialnnin enijiured the 
pirticiilars of their jonmej and being informed of 
all, he besto red upon them a small coin, and departed 
on his wa) to the city, wliilher he wns bound on sonic 
mission of benevolence 

No sooner had they entered the centre apartment 
of the dilapidated tomb m which thei sought refuge 
than Rung Rhowani became^ u«ibk if the tjrtsuiej. 
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of hidden treasure concealed within the walls and 
buried beneath the cnimbling pavement He took 
pmdent measures for possessing himself of these 
riches, and bei^tne egam an opuWnt man, but returned 
no more to tin, countij of Kamroop He built 
himself a noble palace of nhicb the rums are still 
shown at Omiikantac , aod bestowed his beautiful 
daughter Chalmi in niamage ■upon the only son of a 
neighbouring Raja Rung Bhowani took the Bralimins 
of the place into especial favour, but he did not mans 
years survive the fortunate result of bis pilgninage 
He, however, had the satisfaction of beholding llie 
joung family of his children «priiij.ii)g up to sue 
ceed buu, and eamestl) commended tlie ejccelleut 
H*iindoor„ and his reverend associates to their care 
and pToteaiuti 


The disUici of Babar is the only ferule tract of 
country through which the Sons Qows, the land is 
Iniely wooded and has nil the appearance of the highest 
cultivation Bui this last is not the fact, since the 
natives are perhaps the most sloUiful race to be found 
in Ilindoston. The soil owes very little to labour, 
so wonderfully pnilific is it, that the fimitrs haic 
lilllc lo do but wiw and reap, iiid \et, owing to 
ilieir imetive lubiis ntlll their excessive u«e of into\t 
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cAiing drugs, a hiotl wi^raWe and dtsiuuic tUss 
of men inaj Ixj rarely seen. The neighbouring 
disincls have no such natural adiantagcs, and for 
this reason, labour being nccessarj to llicirsubsisientc. 
the^ form a striking coniiaat to the IJabaras. Whole 
miles of country may be {tassed, oiwii the wcsuni 
bank of the nver, producing nothing better than a 
few nishea and scautj jungle grass, the true soil, 

Vi Inch would probably be found oa ptoducluc as that 
of Ilahar, being dceplj buned under a succession of 
sand hillocks, blown up from the nver-bed Even 
the Mcm«) of Monea. which is labonousl) irrigated, 
would present but a barren aspect were n not for 
the mango and tamarind groves, nluch wonderful!} 
enliven the monotony of sand*hjlls and scattered 
palms. 

Monea has been a town of considerable import- 
ance, and all around it are the reninins of temples, 
ni08([ues, and tombs, presenting a singular mixture of 
the Moslem and Hindoo styles. Tlie principal object 
of attraction among these is the Mausoleum of Muk 
doom Sliih, a jinuce of the family of Oude, which, 
though vn a state of great decay, is a fine sjiecimeu 
of ancient Moslem arcbitecture, and is now used by 
Mussulmans as a mosque It forms the middle dis- 
tance of the annexed plate, from which it is hoped a 
correct idea of it may be fomud The material is a 
fine grey stone, \etj carefully wrought and put to- 
gether, without any cement in the walls. In the. 



MONFA 


47 


ages, have been tienved from tbe sanle source, cauh of 
t\iem occasiona\l> cxlubiUng traces of the same pnn- 
ciples, and even llic peculiar ornaments, winch belong 
to the Grech si}le 5 stiH m this case wo ha\e cvidcjice 
of a sernk copy, not of flie order itself, but of a 
fanciful denaliort from the order; and this an isolated 
instance It would be bejond mj depth, as much 
03 It would be foreign to the prounce of this lohune, 
to enter upon a scienufic discussion upon tins intri- 
cate subject, but 1 could not pass the circumstance 
without remath. 

The ruius m the foreground of the sketch aro 
the xemaina of a Serai, or public place of mt for 
tnuellers, evidently of a style very superior to the 
generality of tlicse bmWmgs They usually form a 
fpiadratigle ivitb a la^ arched gateway , surmounted 
with a tower or apartments for the iJc«?nn {door 
keeper), and each of the small arches around the 
square forms a lodging for the way-farer, which he 
occupies at his own pleasure rent free, payang only 
a iTitle to the sweeper They are usually erected 
and endowed by religious or humane men of rank 
and wealth for the accommodation of pilgrims, as a 
peace odering to the gpds, but they seldom rual m 
magnificence the mosques and tombs. The one in 
question must bare been supenor, both m size and 
decoration, to any thing of the same kind which I 
haie seen entue, many parts of « bearing evidence 



48 


TIIF OI IFSTtL ANNUAL 


of noble proportion and profuse ornament It was 
attached to the Mausoleum, and near U there are the 
remains of a spacious tank or rcsenoir of water, 
enclosed mtb masonry, and approached by handsome 
flights of shallow steps and sarrounded with pillared 
and domed painlions after the oriental fashion , but 
this also has been suflered to fall into decay, and 
certainl} from its neglected state, does not readily 
suggest the grateful idea of its original purpose , that 
of ablution 

These already enumerated are the handsomest and 
most perfect of the anaent rebques at Monea, and 
there are lery many highly grotesque Hindoo build 
mgs and ruined temples scattered in all directions 
around the town The most extraordinary of them 
u 8 monstrous and til shspen image of the gigasDc 
lion Singh derounng an elephant Oiough it certainly 
requires the explanation of the guide before the genas 
of either animal is quite rect^izable The mytho- 
logical fable here embodied 1 was unable to oscer 
tarn , my expositor, being a derout Mussulman Uttle 
skilled m the impious lore of pagans, replied to my 
enqiuij — 

“Does heaven ram flowers upon ihc plains of 
pestilence^ think j on the Holy Koran wastes nords 
upon these abominations ?” 

It is probable, howeier, that the figure is a 
representation of some part of the endless histon of 
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Knsluu of whom tbo Veda icbtcs vinous exploits 
pcrfonued as Kara Smgli, half man, half hon It 
was under this form that the enraged god, breathing 
flames, hurst from the pillar m the palace of Pnnee 
Hinnd Ksasip, and destroyed that blasphemer, and 
in the same disguise he devoured all his enemies m 
Gokul 
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PALACr or «AlIADOT ALI— ANCIENT MC«IP 

The naroes of most places m Ind)a hate reference 
to iheu early history, and form a convenient clue for 
the iDtestigations of the traveller Gbasipore signi 
ilea the abode of Gliazi , this place having been 
distinguished as the fovounte residence of tho celc> 
brated lahmael Ghazi Khan, a holy Mussulman, and 
a trise and talented commander, irho first subdued 
ihe country of Dmagepore to the Mogul power, and 
tihose humanity and impartial justice have gained for 
him the worship, not only of tnie Moslems, but even 
of the Hindoos themselves, who frequently perform 
long and painful pilgninages to hts tomb at Shorn 
ghat We may judge of the excellent wisdom of 
this chief, by the three fundamental laws which he 
issued, for the constraint of the farmers and for the 
benefit of his followers The fint was, that no land 
holder or tiller of the laud should ever presume to 
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sleep upon a bedstead, ibe carlli being bi^ proper 
touch Secondly , that notxc of ilie inhabitants of the 
countTj should attempt to stnke a Mussulman under 
pcnalt} of jierdiuon Thifdlj, that no fanner, or 
beeper of cows, should ever adulterate ilie indh sup- 
plied for the consumpUott of die true bcheiets And 
as these rules were to be observed towards Mussul- 
mans, so were they to be most rcligiousl) tonfonned 
with by all other men for ever, as a mark of rcsjtecl 
to the tneuiocj of the conc^uetors The laws Uve m 
the mouths of the people conunuall}, but I can 
«pcalv from cjriiencnce that they are daily mfringcd 
A feigned obsenance of the first decree is certainly 
common, wherever the name ot Ghazi is worshipped 
The circumstance e«ca{>ed my nonce, until I met 
with mention of it m the writings of some traveller, 
but It will be found that the sacred law n thus remem 
bered and evaded The people male use of a b«l- 
stead of boards, pretending tint Gliazis prohibition 
extended only to bedsteads strung with tape or cord, 
suth as are generally used thToughonl Bengal 
Ghazipoxe stands upon the north haul of the 
Ganges, about seventy miles, by water, below Benares 
It IS not a very extensive town, but is juslly cele- 
brated as the Giil-istan, the rose bed, of Bengal In 
the spring of the year an extent of miles around the 
town presents to the eye a continued garden of roses, 
than which, nothing can be mote beautiful and fra- 
grant The sight is perfectly dizzlmg , the plain, as 
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far as the eye can reacb> extending m the same 
besj angled carpel of red and green The breezes, 
too, arc loaded wall ihc stfcct odour wliitli is irtfted 
far acro*iS tlie raer Ganges. The flower is cuinvated 
thus extensively for llie manuCicturo of rosewater, 
that of Ghaxipore being justly esteemed os stiqiassmg 
in excellence Cl erj production of the sort Whether 
or not this may be attnbutable to the supenonty of 
the flowers, or the process of dislfllalion, 1 cannot say , 
but as the roses did not appear to me to possess 
greater fragrance than others of iLeir class, I should 
rather refer it to the latter cause , unless indeed, it be 
that the wonderful abundance of tbe tnatenal enables 
them to be more lavish in its decocuon, than is else 
where possible It is no less cheap than excellent 
a gallon of the most dcbcious inaj be purchased for 
seven ot eiglit sbilbngs They do not hoivcicr, 
understand at Gbazipore, the art of distilhng tbe 
air of roses lo the same perfection as the Persians 
The «punou8 compound which they euJtavour to 
palm upon the traveller is weak, and jwssesses a sickij 
disagreeable odour foreign to the rose , but tbe pur 
chaser is often deceit ed tiya little of tbe true atr 
being nibbed about the stopper and neck of the bottle 
The pnccs demanded for this iniserabli, lunlation are 
exorbitant, the explanation of which T recened from 
one of tie vendors, he assured mo llni long e\ 
penence had taught bun that it was part of the 
character of the Cnglish to despise every thing cheap. 
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and to consider anj tlung choice and excellent \\lnch 
>\as cxlraTagantl) )inced 

The pnncijial object of attraction in Ghazliiore is 
the palace of Sahadut Ah, which was built at ilic 
commencement of the last century as a country resi- 
dence for a Nawab of that name, one of tlic royal fa- 
inilj of Luebnou , and also for Uie purpose of holding 
some show of constraint oicr the people of Ghazipore f 
“wbom history declares to hate been, from ibo remotest 
ages, notorious for tbtir turbulence and discontent, and 
who still appear determined not to discredit tbeir an- 
cient repuiation The palace is a icry beautiful spcci 
men of Mogul architecture, and is lo tolerable preser- 
vation, tliough long since deserted by rojalt}. There 
IS a very finely proportioned arcade which forms tins 
subject of the illustration, and nhich is the most pic 
luTCsque part of the building It forms a front and 
enoance to the body of the paUce, which is mounted 
upon a high terrace of masonry surrounded with chan- 
nels for water, and pools and basins of quaint dei icc, in 
which magnificent jets were once continually playing, 
but which are now dry and choked with rubbish The 
palace it*elf is planned in the form of on oblong, in the 
centra of which is a small audience ball, laslcfully deco- 
rated and supported bj pillars, m the same style as 
tlio-*c exlubited in the plate , but the clnmber itself is 
ndiculonsly small for m, object. The angles of the 
building are terminated in very elegant domed pavi 
hons, the windows of which are of white marble tedb-s.. 
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worl .adminbly carved luto flowei's and running pat 
terns of a purely Eastern cliaracter In one of tliera 
}S a mean marble slab inlaid in tbe wall, upon which arc 
engraved in Pe«ian characters the words, • IzzatAUa 
laala Sahadut Ah, (To God the Almighty be praise ' 
Sahadut Ah ) witliout any of the usual stnng of title 
and attribute Parts of the structure are freestone 
from Chunar, and other parts are built and oniamented 
with red sandstone which must have been brought from 
Allahabad The site of the palace is particularly fine 
and commanding , and from the arcade the view up 
and down the Ganges is very varied and extensive Up* 
on a projecting angle of the nver banh, tt is mounted 
about fifly feet above the stream, upon the top of an 
abrupt precipice, protected by a parapet wall, below jt 
are the remains of other stone buildings and fonifica 
tions , but die greater part of the available ground has 
been over run by huts and bazaar hovels, together 
with a few tawdry Hindoo temples painted red and 
white Many of these which would otherwise prove 
blots m the landscape are rendered highly picturesque 
by overhanging clusters of the feathery bamboo and 
tamarind , and some of the roofs are thickly covered in 
with abroad leafed melon plant, the fruit of which is 
very laige and, when npe of a deep gold colour All 
that the scene requues u a handsome gkdl, or flight 
of steps leading down to the water side, in place of the 
obnoxious pits nnd the burning places for the dead 
which now occujij the lower part of the bank 
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U IS straHgc indicvl Ujat ll»e Hindoos, wlio wiU li- 
visli lahks of rupees upon tlic constniction of a temple 
or a ghat, and ivlio during inatiy gtntraiioits Inie liad 
before them the magnificent models of the houses, or 
niher palaces of tlu Mnssnlinitis, shall still continue 
to inhabit the icr^ meanest and most mist-roble abodes 
They arc wonderfully ingenious m architecUiTC, iheir 
public buildings arc as well adapted lo iheir piirpo«cs 
as they are infinite in iheir designs , the Hindoos them- 
selves are fond of case and luxury , their hies wlicii 
relieved from their religious restraints are devoted to 
pleasure, their wealth is sacrificed to ostentation and 
public dispb) , and jet their dwellings arc mere huts 
dt%oi4 of cierj sort of coinfott The opulent Hindoo, 
who 19 boastfully dedicatmg the oietflowmgs of hw 
treasury to the erection of monstrous pagodas and in 
terminable flights of steps, contentedly survey’s the pro- 
gress of the work from the door of his narrow hovel , 
consisting perhaps of only a single wretched apartment 
for the accornTnodation of all his family , while the 
^lussulmon wath half this wealth is raising superb pa 
laces and lordly mansions, wherein to dwell in state, 
his comforts reduced and cofleis impovenshed, for the 
sake of the ontward display of a handsome facade I 
base moTC than once midcicmaiks, and have expressed 
my surpnse upon the subject, to nch men and those of 
high caste among the Hindoos They allow that reli- 
gioiis prejudice has nothing to do with u, though on- 
joinca to be einirlo in ftcirmanncre and absteimoiii in 
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their liTing, their creed bj no means domes them the 
luxuries and state of the palace : their best excuse is 
the heat of the climate, which induces them to prefer 
the air, in the shade of a nrandah or a tree, to anj tlung 
hke internal comfort or elegance m their house ; but 
there is a more common explanation, and, I believe, the 
true one, which serves the Hindoo as an answer to ever}' 
t^ueslion which he either does not know how, or does 
not care, to answer — '‘duslocr Ai," “ it is the custom 
— with them a most u]su)>erable reason why no change 
should be made, even for the better Singularly con- 
trasted os arc the Hindoo and the ^lussulmao, as 
though, from their mutual dislike, they had made it 
their mutual study to become as dissimilar os possible, 
there is uo one disnociion, perhaps, which divider 
these two races of men more remarkably than the fa- 
shion and anangement of thetr respectire habitations. 
The natives of Ghazipore affirm that close m the vi- 
cinity of this palace, there formerly stood a college for 
the instruction of the people ui literature and science , 
but that in consequence of the abuse of its pur- 
pose, and the practice of forbidden mysteries and 
Jaddoo, a peculiar system of witchcraft, it was de- 
stroyed by the gods There is no mention of thib 
however in the Ajeen Akban, the history of the 
times of Akbar, wntten by Abul Fazil , nor do the 
inliabitonts ofier any evidence of its truth, beyond 
the vague words of tradition and the traces of foun- 
dations, which might certainly be lho>e of a icin- 
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pie or palace. At all c\ents tlien, ire no profi-ssors 
of the black art now evisting in the nej^'libonxbood, 
though, tn other parts of India, those who practise 
It are by no means rare 1 had a servant of great 
intelligence and insatiable cunosilj, a naiucofGha- 
zipore, from whom I Icimt man} strange things 
concerning the Hindoos of the place Among other 
tluQgs he described to me a sect of Brahmins who arc 
not supposed to be addicted to the practice of sorcery, 
although vei} secret in their religious ceremonies, 
and jealous of certam occult iieculianUes of their 
sect. Rejecting the Icbcf of metempsjchosis, which 
IS a vet} material object of the Hindoo (aith, the} had 
adopted doctrines so singular!} pardlel with those of 
P}thagoras lu all other respects as to leave little doubt 
as to their real ongtn In the first place the} teach 
that the entire universe was created by a Supreme 
Deity , that the souUof men were, before this life, pre- 
CMstent in Ihe dinoe being,* inlo which they will 
nUimately he again merged, after having been purified 
from all evil and carthl} propensities 

These Hindoos are in’^tructcd by their pnests, not 
onl} m matters of religion, and the pecuhar prejudices 
and ceremonies of their order, but, also, jn the ele 
menu of science and literature Upon all their fol- 

• Tbls Viea to wtsl idUinielr expressed by these Brahmins in 
likening the emanahonstfom the diTMie tplnt to the U,,ht and heat 
gtrea forth by the sun, whose essence la thereby neither diminished 
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to the uiiliz'xtion of the Hindoos, nolwithsUiidin^ 

ihcir continual and coiiseniicnt tcstimonv in faioiirof 

the Egyptians, and in dcsjwte of the bias of opinion 
conGnncd by the sanction of ages, the prejudices^ of 
education, the predilectioiis m faiour of ancient and 
established lore and liintory, in defiance of all inclina- 
tion, n is dally becoming more and mote a subject of 
doubt and cnijuiry to the learned, whether the palm of 
antKiuily and pnonty of cnihzation is justly bestowed 
upon the Egyptians, or whether it does not in truth 
belong to the Hindoos 

III mentioning the particular sect of Hindoos,— -for 
such thei call thcmselies,— abo^e described, I hare 
encroached upon matter which I certainly should not 
hare selected for tlicse pages, nor would it haie been 
introduced, had it not arisen necessarily in elucidation 
of my subject Hanug once touched it, I trust I sliall 
be excused for vcnturuig to add another word or two, 
in the hope of correcting a very general and tulgar 
error regarding the relic.ion of the Hindoos I beliei e 
that the majoritj of Christians in this countrj believe 
that tbc “ stocks and stones to which the Hindoos 
bow arc the itninediate and only object of their dcio 
Uon It niaj be so in some lerj few m«tatices, where 
ibc people hare been blindedl, and the religion cor 
nipted, by tlie ignormcc or artful designs of the 
Bralimins but this is Ac perversion, not the religion 
The rutmbetless idoJs are mlended and explained bj 
the Pi>proTi*, or holy coiiwr»fsM.'’T7R«.,i/>.tift‘yEWA’nft'yr?iy 
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of llic inllnilo ]iu^\(T ail 1 niMtatn ii( llio Siipnnc God, 
of wliosf* countless allnbuiOT collcetncly, our inrron 
iiimds enn form no adeqiiato Loiiccptiou ; and being 
unable (0 rinliod^ tlic entire diunit^ m nii) nbsinct 
idea, recourse u lisd to a sc]ianition of the attributes, 
b} wlncb process alone the buinin intcllict can cicr 
dll]) appreciate tbc unlimited CNtentand stiprcirnty of 
this *' Spirit of WiMloin " Tins is cudcntl) intruded, 
from tbc circuuistanco that the Hindoos b tie no image 
of Drabnia tlie Gnat G<k 1 There is seared) one 
Chiiitian in ten abo appears to understand tiat tins 
liclicr IS iiieulcatcil by the Hindoo religion Tho 
Hindoos Uaic no religious batnd of oilier faiths liicir 
aniiiuthy to the Mussulmans arose, not pgaiiisl their 
religion but in consequcnco of iisurjiitions and op* 
jrcssioii they admit no jroselnes. and the) aicron 
opinion lint God baa guen to all people that worship 
wbicb IS best adapted to their own country and habits 
The prefice to the Brahminical translation of Hindoo 
laits and observances runs in these wonls as translated 
bv Mr Halhed "Tlie trol) intelligent well know 
that the diflerence and variety of creati.d things, and 
the contTiTieties of constitutions, ore t^pes of Gods 
wandcTfiil attributes, whose complete power fonned all 
tilings in the animal, vegetable, and mnlenal world, 
whose beneioleuce selected man to have dominion and 
authonly over the rest, who having bestowed on him 
judgment and understanding gave him <iiijuemacy 
over the corners of the world, who having put into his 
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lui wS Ih'’ control and disjwsal of things, apj>ointed to 
each tnbe Its own religion, and who imlituted a ia* 
net) of castw, and a multitude of didlrcnl customs, 
Lut news tctlh pleasure tn eeenj place the mode of 
xcorshtp parlicularhj appointed to xt , Jle is with the 
attendants upon the mosijnc in counting the sacred 
beads, as much as Ide is m the temple with the Hut’ 
doos at the adoration of the idols " To the grvatcr 
number ofmj readers I hclicrotlnsviewof Hitidooism 
will bo new and imcx]»ccicd , hut it is fatnihar to alt 
who have trarellcd in India, and U is certainly extra- 
onlioar} that the truth Im not, long since, become 
umicrsall^ known 1 cannot Jielp thinking Uiat it is 
froqucml) withheld, Jest the Christian public should 
relax in ilioir c/Torts of coorcrsion among these people 
At the distance of about two miles from the mer 
side arc some cxtensiTe Hindoo rums of serais and 
temples, apparcnilj rerj ancient, and also seicral 
hlussulman tombs and mosques of more recent dates 
Among the former are the remains of a terai of con 
siderable duncnsions, part of which is sUll in sufficiently 
good preservation for the accommodation of those tra 
sellers who are not ver) particular about the appear 
ance ot their resting place, or who are superior to tlio 
u«\o\i5 resxlessnew experienced b^ some timorous 
persons when snusing upon the dimensions of a gaping 
chasm in the architecture over bead, from winch ibc 
loosened mortar does occasionaUj come raulmg down, 
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but only perhaps when ^laLen by the sjiortive gam 
bols of some passing elephant 

The gaidens of the natives are here exceedingly 
pretty , but some of them almost overpower the lefined 
nasal susceptibility of the European, the most power- 
fully aromatic plants being cuUuatcd for the purpose 
of distilKtion There are also some very beautiful 
tonhs, or sacred artificial basins of water, andseieral 
monuments, erected as memonols of sullts which hive 
been performed upon the spot. These generally con- 
sist of a mere rude pile of masonry, from ten to twenty 
feet high, of a conical form, and whitewashed , but in 
my wandenngs about the place, I come upon one of a 
more perishable nature, the intent of which I should 
not have discovered but for tbe ex})'lanatioD of a Hin- 
doo, who being a near relative of tbe self-sacnficed 
widow, had built a small hut near it, and inado it his 
business to -tend and decorate it It was a tluck 
b&w*.r, formed by interlacing the flexile stems of 
bamboo, the interior of wluch was of a conical fonn, 
presenting very much the appearance of an ever green 
temple, upon the side opposite the entrance was a 
rudely cmed tmiiL of wood, intended to rei)rc«ent the 
figure of ibc widow, around the apartment wero 
ranged difllrcnt small gods, one or two of stone or 
wood, but the greater number of chy , garlands of 
flowers were bung rmind over these, and long brnmlics 
of the chiimbeli, or double blossomed jessamine, iwiunl 
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in 1 'spiral fonn, liung jxmtlcnt from iho ccnirc. At 
iliE urgent petition of ilic old man I did not enter tlui 
sacred arbour, but I nas rather encounged to gaze 
upon it from the entrance b) bis communitalne dis- 
position, aliliougli by his continual alliLSions to lus 
extreme poverty and my mibmiled n caiib, 1 was per- 
suaded tliat bi3 forward cmlitics were prompted by 
the hope of alms. I promised him eoinc sunll com 
if be uould relate to me ibc story of 

THE SPTTI. 

He lerj readily comph<»d, to the following cfilct, 
having first begged permission to «eat hiinseV, on 
the plea of his great age and mfinnit) , for it forlu- 
natel} happens that all, or nearly all the natiren 
whom we find m these picturesque situations are 
toitcnng with venerable j ears, the joung and active 
being requited to deiote their powers to the support 
of their families Haiing seated himself upon lus 
heels, a g^-mnastic feat which all the natives of Hm- 
dosian practise from infancy he thus commenced 
his tale with a proem worthy of a court. 

“ Protector of the Poor, good fortune is wntten 
upon your brow, may yowrproper destmy ncierbc 
thwarted by your evil geiniis, may you be as suc- 
cessful in all your great underbitings as you are 
fortunate in the lc«s importmt objects of your will 
Yes, chosen of heaven you ore very fortunate in 
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baMng applied to your denoted sla\c Eaba Kulloo 
for the infonnalion jou require Tliougli no belter 
tlian an nisccl in tlio greatness of your honours 
presence, nlio is there that is able to sjicak of the 
heroism, the tnuinphant sirtuc, of the bcauliAil Lnli 
Eadln, with better assurance of truth, than her own 
nephew Babba Kulloo? uliosc hand supported her 
duniig the long illness of Bhagut, her husband, nhose 
band kmdlcd the sacred pile, and whoso band gathered 
the blackened hones As long ns it shall please 
the great Brahma to grant me bfc and sudicient 
strength, I will not fail daily to spnnkit tins spot 
with the milk of the holy cow and the purifying 
water of the snered Ganges, in honour of that great 
and glorious day 

“ Great Sir, I am told that ibe Sahtb log (gentle 
men, applied as a term of distincUoD to the English) 
bebeie that we vtere wout to compel our widows 
to this saendee, before they extended the arm of 
power to preient us Tins is quite erroneous Tlie 
Shastra most u^enlly forbids force to be used , the 
sacrifice must be perfectly voluntary in all its stages 
to be acceptable to the divme Brahma Coercion could 
not be employed without dishonour to the Brahmins 
and the widow s friends, while the vulue of the sacri- 
fice would be lost Our sacred law does not exact 
or command a comphance with this rite, though it 
certamly approves of and encourages it. The most 
emphatic words upon the subject are these, 'It t» 
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proper for a woman to cast herself upon the funeral 
pile of her husband, '* hut there is no strict coimnaiid t 
neliUer are ihera any deuuuciadons against such as 
may neglect this holy sacrifice, although it is true 
that gloT}' and blessings tn a future state are pro- 
mised as a reward to those who ohscire it. Those 
who decline the trial arc commanded to cut off their 
hair, cast off tlieir ornaments, to ohsene inviolable 
chastity, and to labour m the setnee of their children. 
What more could be required ^ except among those 
people whose widows are taken to wife by the brothers 


• In tit 7ocpnn ot Anftm It U tbns wntttn •' Tht womw wbo 
inonDts tli« tmeral pile of h«r tec^Msed bosbaod equals herscir to 
Arufldbotl, the wife of Vublsta. and eojors bb*$ In beseeo with her 
buaband Sbe dwells with him In tieareo for thirty fire millions ot 
rears, which is equal to the oomber of hairs upon the haman body, 
and by ber own power tsVins her bnsband op, in the same manner 
M a snaXe catcher woold take n snake out of its bole, remains with 
him indlveiUoa She who ttuia eocs snthbrt bosband to tb« other world 
purllies three Eeneradone, that Is, the ^nerations of her mother's side, 
father’s side, and husband's tide . and soabe being reckoned the purest 
aud the best la fame among wmneo. becomes too dear to her Uusbatid. 
and coDtuiucs to delight him during foorteen Indrat, and although her 
husband bo guilty of tlaylog a Drahmin or fncod, or be ungrateful of 
past deeds, jet Is tds wife eapeble of puri^og him from all these 6\qs " 
litre the reward protnised Is not ererlasting, but only for a staled term, 
how eteroal bUsi, " absorption in Dratuaa,** is promised throughout 
the Shastra* to those who eontmuie tn lead a holy and religious life, in 
thorough purity, and In the regular lUlfllment of Orabma's commands 
These words are quoted from tbeXeda, " By living in the practice of 
regular dunes the mind may be pushed Ueteafter hy heating, 
rcflectlog, and constantly mediuttog upon the Supreme Being, ah- 
sotpUon In Brahma maybe attained Tlierefore, from a desire duf. 
tag life of future fruition, nfe ought not tn be destroy..d '■ Thus Is a 
pure and holy life Inculcated as InflnHdy more acceptable to Cralima 
than \mmcAaWoti tei \he tonnA jsie 
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of the deceased But with the prospect of long ages 
of bliss in the glonous mansions of paradise upon the 
one hand, and the sight of a dreary and dismantled 
home of servitude and dcgiadation on the other, who 
would he slow to choose ? Who would hesitate to 
hurry tlirough the fieiy portils, to the gardens of 
heaienlyjo} and splendour, when ta linger is to he 
excluded for ever , and this for the sake of wandering 
on a few more hours over the baneii scorching wilds 
of a j03less and solitary desert Hear howthe wise 
and failhfid Lall Radha made her choice. \s she Lad 
been kind and dutiful to her husband m life, so was 
she not to be restrained from hastening, at once, to join 
him IS that future world of pure delight, which already 
she had wen for herself by her deroted life— 

‘ She was a pearl too chaste on earth to dwell 
And waste her aplendoor in this earth]; shell. * 

hlay she for c\er enjoy a glonous fulfilment of the 
dmne Drahinaa promise' 

“Your slaies fatlier, whose name was Dewal, and 
Bhagut, the husband of Lall Radha, were twins, the 
only children of my grandfather, a man of the Khetn 
caste, highly esteemed by his nlations and his fnends 
for his etjual temper. Ins suaiity of manmrs. Jus good 
sense, and ready courage. In las youth he was re- 
inorLable for the noble beauty of Ins countenance, 
great nilirity and bodily strength, together with n 
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mcnt pnnccU \jeanng inoreo'tr a man cf 

gnai jmt^ , he WM hclotetl among Iht. Brihiiims ani) 
h\ them he was persuaded to cnihiacc the ocin e duties 
of Ins caste and ]uin iht forces of the Maharbatus, 
utultr the bamicn of Madhajt Sciudta, who was then 
m eo^>pCTanon with Tnmhuck ^lomma, to opjiosc 
the dail) injuries which wire practued ngtimsl the 
religious notions of the Hindoos, both bv the Ma- 
hoinmedan and BriUsh powers, who not onlj heforc 
OUT fcjca delighted to insiili our lehgion, 1>\ oierhur- 
dcnuig and cruellj treating the ok, but hcdintcd not 
to slat and feed upon that sacred aiiunaL Madliaji 
Rcmdia was taieful to observe and protect, even in his 
limes of greatest difficiiU) , all the ntes and ceremonies 
of our faiib , and tohioi wc loobed to repel the isanton 
aiUcbs of our insulting foe« 

“ It was the good fortune of m) grandfather, during 
the first few jears of Itis service, to distinguish him 
self m manj succcssuc action*, b) which he obiaincd 
boili fame and riches, hut in the jear 1771, when 
Qppci‘«ed to Htder Ah, he is said to have wrought won- 
ders \n battle The artnj of that chief was ullcil)' 
Touted, fifteen thou«nnd of bis choicest troops la\ dead 
upon the field iny noble grandsire, supported by ten 
of his own followers, bad bewn his waj, through the 
ranks of the enemy, to the rerj person of the Moslem 
chief, to whom he ofered quarter, claiming Imn as Ins 
pnsoner Hj der Ah was, for a moment aghast at Iiis 
j*cnl, but seeing that the day was lost and his poison 
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their heroic dtcdi, b) icUmg of the v.Ta\en hearuU 
fuir and shrmhing cowardice of ihcir McUms Ca'l 
off those palirj cords from llie hands of these dcim* 
gods, ann them \nih costU and well ined wcajwns; 
fill well their girdles with gold; and moimling tliciii 
upon the noblest Arabs in in^ camp, wiUt abject 
deference and all courtlj honour set them forth ujmn 
their joumej Hut, cn. they depart, lo render tlicni 
mote worthy the caresses of their queem, more 
eloquent in their own prai'^ and our disgrace, iiiott 
powCTful tn battle whew next we meet, just dip tlicir 
cars and noses from tUew heads, bum out llicir 
longues, take from them the fingcis of the Tight 
hand, and snap in main the bones of their nghl aims 
Hence’ Naj , here m my presence shall this com* 
phment be paid ibcm 

Thus mntilatcd did ro} grandfaibei return to the 
camp of the conqueror with his ihicc followers, and 
shortly hence retired to Gha/ipore, where his relalioits 
dwelt, and where he liad left liis wife and two sons for 
protection He did not long survne his cruel inisfor 
tune , hut praised be Brahma, ere he died he w is ilcej>ly 
aienged on his mutilators, for shortly after his return 
lo die camp, the Maharhattn army captured a whole 
regiment of HyderAlis $ipttkies, and retaliated ujwn 
them the same punishment, sending them to hail their 
chief, tied back to back, with black banners flying 
between tbeiii Under lhe>« |>amful ciri.iunslanccs 
were tuy CitbA.? and Bhagov, my tmclc, depru ed of both 
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to pcrfonn a \)ilgnina^ to AllaliaLad and Hnrdnar, 
obscniiig tlio most ngonnis tows of toil and aLstincnce 
to remote tbe disjiltjnsuro of tbe great Bralima^ but be 
was compelled, in compliance willi tbe cntaatici of bis 
brotliPT and sister in law, to leatc bis darling partner 
under tbeircarcand protection, lierdail> decliniiigbenllb 
rendenng ber riuite unable to attempt ibc journey 
" Tbe resolute Bbagut tore bnnself from tlie en 
twined arms of bis wife, and commenced bis pTiuful 
pilgnmage From that day tbe oppression of sickness 
began to be remoted from tbe life of Lall Radba. and 
m a tery few monUis tbebngbl hue ofbealtb resumed 
Its resting place on her soft check Her glancing eye, 
ber once more musical voice s|H*ke jo} , and hope, and 
confidence in the safe and happy return of Bhagut 
The days rolled round, tbe weeks and months ^.tassed 
on, and, as Bhagut returned not, anxiety took posses' 
sion of her heart still ber fears were only such as a 
wife's love of necexsity entertains , though lier rehgious 
confidence was for a moment dashed with heart bearing 
apprehension, it was unspoken, and the next moment 
dispelled with penitence for her unhol} doubt. 

A jeai had passed away smee Bhagut had taken his 
departure It was the onnirersaiy of that occurrence, 
and theheautiful Lall Badha, full ofjoy and hojie, spoke 
wjtli eneigelic tilth her assurance that iLe long absent 
pilgnm would retnm that da^ Hanng performed 
her ablutions and derotion, she dressed herself with 
more than usual care, and patting on her bndal orna 
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indeed, bis strength destroyed, and bis constitution nn 
dennined Tor a few months he somen bat recoiered 
from his extreme debili^, and was enabled to give an 
account of bis baid and dangerous pilgrimage , but 
disease bad sapped the foundations of his life, and it 
was ciidcnt that he could not much longer continue 
with us He bngered in trial and suiTenug alioultwo 
N cars after liis return, and then was gatliered to his 
rntbers. ]^Ia^ God rcwanl bis eNcellence ' the time 
ofBhaguts death I was about fourteen jears of age, 
and tbroiigboul bis ilbiess 1 bod not ceased to aid and 
comfon bolb liim and the incomparable Loll Radha 
When Uio torch of life was about to expire, we earned 
liim to ibe Ganges bank and placed bim o\ct the 
sacred strc-im until animation bad fled , and tins bad 
no sooner taken place tban the heroic IjqII Radha de- 
clared ber intcmionof burning wiili the coqise of her 
lithucd Mo) the great llrabma be gracious!} j leased 
I ) long exj lauon on our parts to forgive us ' 1 re 
gret to confess that so dcarh was our Itcintifiil rehtne 
l«Ia>(\l, tbatwc joined in one loicc to dissuade her 
from bcT hoi} piir|»<He, but, God be prm«e<l, she wm 
proof Bgnm«l our e»il tcinptotjons, her dcterminalinii 
wan inflexible , slit turned a d of lar to our « iitrcalies, 
an! cfcii rejiwteil the llialtnins for lukciTamin'ss 
for wbai tlics bclclJ her exceeding Uaiit} iLei Gl 
icrwl in ihcir commendations of her choice 

*• bcanng intervention from tlelfniidi autlonlies 
it wv» decid'd tilt ihit “oVinn nt coniran to lie 
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to gaze upon that lovely &ce and form , but the boly 
woman was too deeply engaged in solemn prayer and 
converse witb BrabTua to be sensible of llieir pre- 
sence, or of tbe nrarmur of admiration which ran 
through the crowd Then turning with a steady 
look and solemn demeanour to her relations, she 
took from her person, one by one, all her ornaments, 
and distributed them as tokens of her love One 
jewel only she retained, Ike tali, or amulet placed 
round her neck bj her deceased husband on tbe 
nuptial day , this she silently pressed to her hjis 
then separately embranog each of her female relations, 
and bestowing « &reueli look upon tbe rest, she 
unbound her hair, which flowed in thick and shining 
nnglets almost to her feet, gave her nght band to 
the principal Brahmin, who led her with ceremony 
three times round tbe pile, and then siojtpcd with 
her face towards it, upon the side where she was to 
ascend Having mounted (wo or three steps, the 
beautiful woman stood still, and pressing her hands 
upon the cold feet of her lifeless husband, sho raised 
them to her forehead in token of cheerful siibnus 
sion she then ascended, and crept withm ibc httic 
arbour, soatiag bersclf at the head of her lord her 
right hand resting uj«on his head Tbe lonh was 
placed m iny hand, and overwhelmed with com 
nii«gl<?<l cmationf I fir«I llw pile Suiokc an J liaine 
in an msimt cm eloped the stene, and amid the 
deafiiutig shnils of llic muluindc I sank senseless 
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u\Km the eairti 1 wis qmcUj restored to senv, but 
already the devounng element had reduced llu* 
funeral pile to a heap of chatreil and sinouldcniig 
umber The as'icmblcd Brahmins strewed the ashes 
around, and wuh a trembling h'Uid I assisted iny 
father to gather the blackened bones of inj beloved 
uncle and aunt, when hating placed them in an 
earthen leasel we earned them to the Ganges, nnd 
witli prajcT and reverence committed them to Uie 
sacred stream. 

“ Mj mother died not many months after the 
liad lahen place, having set her aPeclions upon a 
future state of bliss with Lull Radha , and my father 
did not man) ^ears survne her Your slave mamed, 
and has been blessed with three sons, who are ser- 
vants to your noble couotr)’men, whom maj God 
long preserve to disitibnte peace and justice among 
ns' 1 am quickly going down to the Ganges, and 
until that day of release shall arrive, 1 am content to 
live in this hmnble hut, and ginrd and decorate this 
atboui, for which God rewards me by occasional alms 
from the chantablc 

I ordered my attendant to disburse from my 
treasury to Baba Kulloo tlie sum of eight annas 
(about ten pence), for which unexampled display 
of generostiy my ears were refreshed with abundant 
etreains of the most hypnbolunl priise snd blessing, 
so long as 1 continued within rench of the old man s 
voice 



78 


THE ORIENTAL ANVDAL 


Among the munerous num, both Hindoo and 
Mussulman, before mentumcd, as being ivorthy the 
traveller s notice at this place, there appear to be re- 
liqiies of all ages In some imtances, where, bj the 
accumulation of mateml, it is endent that a verv 
large fabric has stood, e\en the stone itself is fast 
mouldering to dust , in other cases buildings are 
found entire and in excellent preservation Abutting 
upon the north aide of the bazaar is an elegant luosgue 
of no great antiquity, hut deseraing notice from the 
peculiar style of its domes and minarets The ac 
companying plate gives a complete new of the build- 
ing, which, It 18 trusted, mil be intelhgible without 
the necessity of a long verbal de&cnption It is built 
of stone and smalt bnch, stuccoed both outside and 
within, with here and there a carved comice of coarse 
itiarble projecting from the plaster The form is good, 
and the effect somewhat grmd, but there is none of 
the finish and costly workmanship which is bestowed 
upon these buildings lu tlie Doab and the countries 
farther w cslwariL Thu mosque u kept in repair for 
the purposes of devouon, several pnests being attached 
to Its service , it is frequented most of the respect- 
able hlussulinans in Ghaziiiorc, and is sometimes an 
object of atlracUoTi to men of rank and distinction 
round about 

In the rear of the mosque is a laigc well, down 
which It IS reported that Auningzelio ilirusl ibo 
wives of fifu }oung Hindoos, aficr he had criiclh 



OHAlirol i 


7U 

ih<’ jouiU'^ thf'inscKi’S lo llie bWnitU 1 niU 
« sccins sa \C c\crj objcci winch cn'lort iii liitlu 
iinist liavL Millie fearful taV of tnx'a.icre oi Uonl^hvil 
attaclietl lo u, which cannot fail to cxtiic our s\uijn' 
ihws. and show \is ihi, cviUof hathan-tin, ihc narciK^i 
dealings of those whose savage hearts hivt not hetn 
huiium/ed hj tiillure and civilization It is ni'U 
wniidcrfud l\ial ui U$c storm of war and zealous higotrj 
which not lon^ miice raged throughout Iluido-^tur 
and deluged the land with blood from north to soiithj 
djcing the nvas \iuq»lc«itli human gore, and seat 
tmng the terrtfled inhabitants from their homes, lo 
seek refuge tn the deep cover of the forest, mini rcU 
Jiaiion could bt safvlv ciijojcd, I sav it is siirjinMiig 
tint any religions hmldmg* of cither faith Tcin un at 
all to this day 

Hut It IS not a liult rcmarkahL that while the 
hliissulman armies were devastating vud subvening 
erciy temple and every religious cdifiLt. of tho Hili 
cloos, which thev coulil bniig under Uicir dg-uroynng 
hinds, the Hindoos Uicinsi-lvci paid due resjicct W 
the moanuM and sacred buildings of their enemies, 
nor were Oity ever gntltv of tlitir niuul iiion It is the 
natuTLol superslilion to be swayed inoie by ftnr tlim 
by hope, md the credulity of the Hindoo is not more 
rt-iuaikable than l«s ruleiancc of, or ev cn his rev ertnee 
for Ollier idigious faiths. A conscienutms Hindoo 
would esteem it a cutne to deface a IMoslein plate 
of sanctity or i Chnsuan church, and would atm- 
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tipate relnbulion for sucb au offence For l)ic same 
reason it will be foimil, that powerlul as is the per- 
sonal antipathy soil existing between the two people, 
the Hindoo is constantly found pacing the same 
tokens of fear and reirerence to the Mahoinmetlan 
saints as to the gods of his own mythologj. Con- 
tinually we behold the half starved pilgnm bestowing 
aims upon the Mussulinau mendicant, for the sake 
of lua prayers and blessings, and not unfrequcntl^ 
wU tlie observant Hindoo pay a devout reverence on 
passing a Christian church or place of bunal Tims 
while the Moslenis bare polluted, destroyed* and 
pillaged all the sacred edifices and treasures which 
they could wrest from the Hindoos, their own mostiue* 
and sacLrdoud accumulations hue remained inlicl, 
e\cept m moments of uDgoverDable excitement and 
cxasperatiou In answer to a question which 1 ouco 
pul to a Hindoo upon this subject, 1 was told, that 
shoidd a man of any caste foigei his religious obli- 
gation to hold saircd, and undefiled, and uninjured 
all places of w orship wbatsoercr, ho would have in- 
cunwl the heavy (Itsplonsuro of the gods, who would 
not acccjit liis oflenngs of flowers, and would also 
hivo averted the favour of the spirits of hw fon- 
falhcn, who would nject li« libations of holy waler 
until full evpiitton should liavc bevn made for the 
(ifft-iice It IS sufficient fir the sincere Hindoo that 
lUoso ihiiigs on. a inmandcd iu the Shastras, it wool 1 
be sacnhgc even iii s Brahmin to enquire the rravin 
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wliy such obscnanccs ha\c been established by holy 
law If they ha\e bceit oiderwl, they must he inPiUi- 
hly wise and salutary, and are therefore pcrfoniicd 
without hesitation, whether the tendency be proicd to 
be good or e\ il 

But while tho tolerant Hindoo is careful to nioid a 
slight or passing oltencc ercii to the saered things of 
an inunicahle faith, he may at the same inoinciit, with 
an easy conscience, be practising and encouraging the 
most dcmorahaing and debasing acts, his inward ease 
and satisfaction depending on falsehood lalhcr than on 
tnUh, on chicanery rather than on yustico or innocence , 
virtuous indepeudeuce w utterly lost, perjury and every 
siiecios of corruption may be indulged in, so long ns 
they are not contrary to the exact letter of the law , tho 
most dinng enme, the most prodigaie opjirc«!Sion may 
be practised without remorse, without fear of public 
execration or retribution, if ibc authority of tlie 
Shasiras, the Vedans, or the Poorans, can be brought 
to support It , at the same time that the most infling 
breach of morality will disquiet and render misenhle 
the wnfortunate aggressor if ihe laws have forbidden 
It With the Hindoos two things arc infallible and 
not to be resisted, the commands of their Shastras, 
and the coramands of their chiefs 
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Ilcvit aot yc stawf 

And than pale otoonl turn paler at the soobiI 

Yowsia 

The great and boly aty of Benares has been too 
frefiuoatly, and too ably described, to refjuire in these 
pages any detailed account of its character and general 
appearance Aurungzeles towenng tnosque. out top 
ping the thousand Hindoo temples, the gilded domes, 
ihe pointed cupolas, and strangely diverse forms of 
spire and turret, together wilh the noble flights of 
steps, the hanging balconies and terraced gJidls, liaie 
been the faiountc theme of each successive traveller 
who has visited this famous spot Benares >3 the 
centre point of Hindoo wealth, of Hindoo troilic, of 
Hindoo learning and science, of Hindoo displav, 
and of Hindoo supcrsuuoii, Dmaucism, and cninc 
All these ore here made to assume the most imposing 
funns, and are calnilatol to astonish and dtsgu*t (he 
EurojKun, no less than the) diliidc the credulous 
Hindoo 1 remember to liaie seen in the wnlings 
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ot some IravcWcT — l\ic Abbfe Du\>ois, I thmk^a hu- 
mowToustlwiSion of the Hindoo population into tuo 
classes, the dupes and the impostors, the former 
cmhraang nil the vanous castes except one, and tha 
latter, the Brahmins, forming that exception Of the 
scene which Benares exhibits during the Doorga 
Pooja, and other religious festivals, it is altogether 
hejond the power of words to convey any just idea. 
The temples and other buildings, painted and deco* 
rated with flags for the occasion, appear to stand in 
a rolling sea of human beings, so dense is tlie mass 
of pdgrans which obsitucis the narrow streets, and 
spreads itself over eiety spot of ground where there 
IS room for the foot to rest. The deafening shouts 
and screams, and blowing of horns, the orerpowenng 
heat and sickening cfBuria can hardly he acceptable 
to the gods , they are altogether beyond the ability 
of mortal endurance, hundreds of lives ore lost m 
the press, and, unless dispersed by ihe hand of timely 
authonly, the obnoxious multitude is sure to produce 
a pestilence within the citj 

As the temples arc infimtely vanous in appearance 
so are the innumerable castes and tnbes who fire 
ijucnt the place, « lein" not only a rendezvous for 
pilgnins. but the rtsort of merchants, pedlars, thieves 
and mendicants, from all quarters of the East, whose 
personal appearance and costume are equally dissimi- 
lar Let the rcader who may wish them cnmiie 
nted and desenbed ran his eye over anmj. Lava, 
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Oeii). fsott, wlicn the jmlgmcnt takes place, the Ctt} 
of Kasi, with a circamftrcncc of ee^etj Acs (about ten 
unles) from its centre, will alone reiiumfirm; for it 
rests not upon the heads of Ananta, but is fixed upon 
the three points of the Indent of Sira or Maliadeo, to 
whose care it mil be eninistcd AH «ho now die 
within Its walls arc blessed, and those who are found 
within It on that eicntful daj shall be blessed a 
thousand fold Ages before the Mnliommedan con- 
quest of this city Sultan Mohammed, winch 
happened in the eleventh centur) , agts before it was 
made subsement to the Patans, which was a hundred 
centuries earlier, ages before Kosi was tbc second 
capital of the Hindoo kingdom of Konaoj, which was 
the case a hundred centimes before that, ages before his- 
tory has any record, Siva built this wonderful city— of 
the purest gold, and all ita temples of precious stones , 
hut, alas ' the iniquity of man contaminates and dc- 
strojs the beauty of every thing du me, in consequence 
of the heinous sms of the people, the precious mate 
rial of this sacred place was deteriorated, and eientually 
changed into stone, by permission of the founder Sna. 
No sooner had this been cflectcd, than Viasa, that 
god like sage, who with infimto wisdom compiled the 
sacred Vedas, having conceived a jealousy for the 
renown and splendour of Stvaa glorious citi, encou- 
raged by the fall of re magniBceuce, came hastily 
with Ins followers and n luge roropany of workmen, 
and cncampctl upon the bink of the Ganges imme- 
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dialcly opptMtte to Benares, and then and there 
proclaimed Ins design of building a more splendid 
cit} than llio faiountc of the god Siia, winch jt should 
eclipse and cienlually anallow up, eien though iho 
new cil) should he suspended over tho Ganges bed. 
This loud proclamation Viasa caiLscd to be sounded 
abroad for the purpose of alluring from Kasi (he skil 
ful craftsmen and artificers, for the more perfi.cl 
execution of Ins design Sna was not deaf to tho 
news which threatened to destroy his capital, but 
being iinifilUng openly to oppose the scheines of 
Viaaa, to whom he was otherwise greatly indebted, he 
commissioned his first bom sou, Genesa, the god of 
wisdom and artifice, to undennmo and subvert the 
] lots of Ins neiT enemy Genesa, having entered the 
camp of the sage Viasa as an idler and one ‘eeking 
employment olTered his «crTices os a labourer upon 
this great undertaking , but Viasa beholding the ex- 
ceeding skill and shrewdness of the new comer took 
him into his favour, explained to him his designs, and 
sought his counsel in all difficulties Thus Qenesa 
made himself fully acqiiainted with the intentions of 
the projector, and finding that nothing short of de.struc- 
tion to Kasi would saUsi^ his inordinate jealousy, lie 
so perplexed his master with abstruse and insolvable 
propositions, that Viasa became displeased, and could 
not restrain himself from giving vent to his vfrath in 
words of anger and opprobninn This was the exact 
purpose of Genesa's behaviour, he being well persuaded 
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that ‘wiih the wibc wan impancnce is the commence- 
ment of foil} He therefore contmutcl dail} to renew 
Ins questions, and sorel> vexed lus master, until at 
last, he enf^uired what retvard would be grantctl hy the 
great Brahma, in the next world, to those who should 
be bom, or those who should die, within the lien cil} 
To this the venerable Viisa could make no rejil^ , he 
was conscious that be could not mth truth make any 
promises in the name of the great Bmhma, Ins design 
hanng commenced without his duine command , and 
he did not dare to declare that no reward was allotted 
for such of lus people, lest they should desert lus 
newly raised walls, and return to the chosen city of 
Sirn , so he held hi$ peace. But the cunning Genesa, 
hamg thus perplexed the sage, continued during sei eu 
dajs to follow him with importumiy for an answer, 
in presence of the assembled throng , and this per- 
tinacious behariour of the disguised god of wisdom so 
exasperated Viasa, that at last, id a sudden ebullition 
of wrath, ha declared that after death their souls would 
transmigrate, and re appear upon earth in the forms of 
asses This so temfied all the people and the work 
men, that they immediately deserted the city, nor 
could any he prevailed upon to complete it The 
w&Ua and foundations of the palaces and tcmjdes 
remain to this daj upon the opposite hank, and are 
called the Shalnir of Vxasa h.aai Sua, bein'r thus 
relieted from Ins presumptuous rival, promised to 
restore lus cit} to its pnstine magnificence if the m 
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liabuanW would resume their onpnal piiniy of life, 
but they did not licct\ hw wuhes, nor ceased llieir tul 
practices, and ibus tlie^ Imc continued to liie ibroiigb 
successive generations, iho countenance of ibo god 
Siva being half averted from them Lately, ns it may 
be seen, the excesses and wickedness of the inhabitants 
arc again increasing, and now tlic indignant Sira is 
beginning to display Im anger by turning the stone 
edifices into Luts of mud and lliatcli ‘ 

All this IS what has been revealed to the Bribtnins 
by the gods , but being desirou* of knoiving some- 
thing about those evidences of the nty s independence 
of this earth, which the Brahmins bad assured me 
svero at times disclosed to human ]>erccpiion, I put 
some questions upon the subject , and for the satis- 
fjcuon of my cunosiiy was supplied with tlie fol- 
lowing facta rre<{ueDtly, when the monsoon opens 
with a deluge of lain upon the suiroundmg countrj, 
not a drop falls within the sacred limits of Denares, 
while at other tunes it will shower down abundantly 
upon the city when the parched soil around is vainly 
panting for moisture At times it will occur, that 
while the tempest and the humcaue are devastating 
the whole country round about, sweeping away the 
villages, uprooting the ibrests.and levelling the crops, 
the holy Laai will remain quiescent and unhurt. The 
lightnings will consume whole towns, the thunders 
shake citadels horn their loflj foundations, wlule Be 
narcs, upheld from mjury, remains mlact, or, when 
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ihc tcmble Sua has jint cativj lo iiiflicl jmnisbmeiit, 
llie fire lias come down •ami dpsoiireil ilirir tctn|>li.‘s, 
wliilt, the coiinirj aiounil lias reccncxl no such cbas- 
lisemenu And again, which proves beyond a doubt 
the CUN s isolated poniion, the carth<ptakcs, whith 
have undulated through the awljaccni plun*, upsetting 
every dtscnptiou of building »R ihcir desolating pro 
gresa, liave never l*cco Vnown to approach withm ibo 
charmed lumta of thetr seven ios , while the tip* 
heaved land and tottenng InlU, at no great distance, 
have giv cn fearful proof of the power ni work wlhout ; 
tha lustoT) of untold ages records that no syniplom of 
such a couvuhion. ever so slight, lias been known or 
ftU in Cenarca 

Uhas been computed, that out of the six hundred 
tliousand souls who form Uio ^lopulation of Benarcss, 
eighty thousand arc ofTictatmg Brahmins attached to 
the temples exclusue of the thousands who daily vmt 
il from other parts of ihf coiniiry U is not, however, 
to he siipixwed, that this imiiicnso imiltitudc of priests 
subsist entirely ujx>n the clivity or the fees of their 
congreg-mons. Il is true that a small tribute is re- 
ceived by them from all wliom they assist by their 
prayers or their advice, and during festivals, every 
devout passenger casts a initc into their trtasury, but 
this of course would be quite insufficient for the support 
of so V ast a swarm of idlers Rlany of the temples are 

endowed with overflo Ting funds for their support, and 

to others are attached the rcveimt of Iirga tracts of 
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Und From Ihesc stores they are obliged, after pro- 
viding for their own necessities, to administer assist- 
ance to the sick or enfeebled among the pilgnms, who 
have no means of their own. Wliat restrictions are 
placed over these rapacious harpies to secure a punc- 
tual performance of the duty I know not, but certain 
it is, that they are not unheqiiently observed to render 
such goodly services to the distressed , though judging 
from what an European may know of their character, 
I should be of opimon that there exists not a more 
heartless race of men, or any so utterly unsympaihis- 
log in the sudenngs of their fellow-creatures os these 
Brahmins 

The greater pact of the temples are dedicated to 
Siva, or to his son Genesa, these being ilie deities now 
esiiecially interested in the welfare of the city, as may 
be seen by the foregoing history , but there also apjiear 
to be not a few m honour of every other divinity in the 
Hindoo pantheon The worship of Siva is performed 
amidst the grossest obscenities, which are utterly dis- 
graceful to humanity, but which, being regarded as 
divine. It is wonderful to state, do not more to shame 
even tbe most modest of tbe female votaries The 
insignia of this deity, and the symbols of bis presence 
witlun the temple, aie not to be menUoned Accord- 
ing to the doctnne of metempsychosis, to destroy is 
only to regenerate in anew form, and therefore Si>a, 
the god of destruction, is worshipped also as the author 
of life, and in these contrasted characters, he is at 
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once, and in Uic same icwiple, an oVjCcl of praise and 
of cxpostublion, for tbe Hiiidoos do not scruple to 
speak iheir disjdcasurc mill an> of ilicir deities saie 
llraliina In the adoration of Gcnevi, tlie Gotl of 
isdoni, tlicrc is no apjsircnt want of decency , lie is 
alttajs addressed as “Oiat God upon whose glonous 
forehead the nc« moon w painted with the froth of 
Ganga (the Ganges), and is gcnerall} represented sit. 
ting cross legged, « ith four anns and hands, and hav- 
ing the head and proboscis of an elephant. His temples 
are profusely ornamented with carvings and pamungs 
of the difTcrcnt limbs of this anunals but most fro- 
tpienily of the head, repetitions of which often form 
the ornamental designs of the cornices and piUars At 
Mhow, in the province of Allahabad, 1 remember to 
have seen a small temple of this god, in which nil ibo 
columns supporting the budding arc made to rcprcsoiil 
the hind legs of the elephant, and the top of the roof 
wiihm IS adorned with an imitation of the tusks meet 
mg round the proboscises, winch depend from the 
ccnite, partly of stone, and partly of wood 

The annexed plate represents the interior of one oi 
the temples of Genesa at Benares, where all the capi 
lals of the pillars arc wrought into monstrous heads 
^ carved in red sandstone, of which 

material the enUre temple « constructed All tho 
ornaments ha\e been greatly defaced, and the principal 
imigc of ihe god himself has evidently been the chief 
oljcct of imuilauon The odium of these ddapida 
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lions rests with the bigoted followers of Rlolnimnied, 
who took possession of Benires during the ixign of 
Aurungzebe, and left marks of their zealous fury 
upon all the sacred buildmgs 

The revolting cnine of infanticide was at one time 
carried to a great height tii Benares and the adjacent 
districts , and theie can be little doubt, by the account 
of the Mussulmen, that it is still occasionally practisid, 
111 defiance of the actue measures for its prevejilioii 
adopted by the goreinitient The police of course deny 
this statement, but they have no access to thesrenaniu 
and private apartments of the Rajas and petty pnnees, 
and therefore can have no assurance of its total discon* 
tinuonce It is true that numerous chiefs, among whom 
the daughters were formerly destroyed immediately 
after bmb, hate in many instances reared tbem, in 
compliance with tbcir ogrecmeni with the Bnush go- 
vcniment, but m nearly all these families the femali. 
chiUlien fonn but a scry few in comparison with the 
males, which alone is suRIcicnt ground for susjiicion 
The great supporters of this iniquitous pracUce were 
formerly the Rajhpoots, the Rajhkomars, and the 
Rajhvansis, among whom a single female infaut nos 
never pennittcd to exist, nor did they consider their 
destrucuoii as an act of sm or cruelty, though I am 
unable to believe, as many have affirmed, that tliey 
regarded the sacnfice as an acceptable oflenng to the 
gods It appears ratlier to have originated in coiive 
iiience, on account of the niinous expense aUciidiiig 
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ihcxr inaTriagc, anil to ^>a\c been practised vtivbont fv*or 
t)t offeitce to tbe deities, for ibcir Uiicf U, tbal tlio 
souls td those daughters who thus destroyed veto 
eventually tetunicd to them in the persons of sous; and 
when this did not opjiear lo he Iwnjc out by the birth 
of a male child, U otdy foUovkcd that Siva was din- 
pleastd, and cmiciHaiion was resorted to, until a sou 
shoidd really be bent to them. In the«c cases it was 
u«ual to seek propitiation hy placing the next female 
infaiii in the bands of the Brahmins, to be solemnly 
sacrificed in Uie temple of Genesa, wlicwby tlial god 
might be moved to compassion for the b.d»e, and Ims 
induced to intercede with Siva for the future birth of 
male children to the parents. It is easy lo perceive 
wbeticc this delusion had tu commencement, since u 
handsome douceur to ilic immolating priests was an 
iudiapcnsahle part of the ceremony, which in all re- 
spects difil’red from the ineiJKKl of desiruclion privately 
used. In the latter place theoiicrauon was petfonnetl 
with very little form or exi»cnse, hy what the Hindoos 
call driniinjj rii/t. No sooner had the sex of tho 
infaTit been ascertained, Ilian a cauldron of warm milk 
w as brought into the apaiinuint where the mother lay, 
and after prajers for the child's reiiim in tho form of a ' 
son, the little innocent was immetscd in tho milk, jmd 
held down until life became exiiiict, and then it was 
carried lo the Ganges and thrown itvio the stream. 
\Vhtu,howttcT, the deed was ooinmuicd U> the llrah- 
iuuV‘' to he executed by way of sacrifice lo Cenosa, the 
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fouTid lo oljUin from tlic Jalirjis aw>!onti 

l)Otid of agrectncnl to aWnJon tlin infjuinau cii*U)jn 
Now, in compliance with hw proniLse, tJic Jalnja of 
RajU'KoUi, liCing appmcil tliat his «ife was about 
to be confinoO, gaio onleis tint if ibo intuit sboxJil 
proie to be a female it abouM be prcscncil | and im- 
patient of suspense, he coUcctcd a band of his follow- 
era, and went forth upon a hunting ctcursion, hating 
fully persuaded himself tliat liis nrtuous adherence to 
his oath would bo rewarded bj the gift of a sou, it 
being past behef that he should c\ct be so far nlTlicicd 
as to be under the necessity of bringing upa diughter 
Having remained absent from home several da}8, ho 
letunied to his wife, with some anxict) os to the rcsiiU 
of the birth , and when he was informed that the child 
was a daughter, and bad been su/Ttred to live, and had 
been nuTtvircd bj the motlict in compliance wiih his 
commands, hia fun became ungorcmablc, and with 
blasphemous and idle curses against the whole pan- 
theon of Hindooism, he gave ortlcrs for the immedialo 
massacto of both the mother and child ^\ hen the 


virulence of his wrath was somcuhal ossuaged, the life 
of the nioiher was spared oi the intercession of the 
Jnhrjas eldest son . bm no prajers or remonsirances 
could induce bun lo spare that of the infant, idtlioiigh 
according to their own obsenances, it was extreme 
ctaellj and disgrace to destroj Die child, if auniKd’to 
hv c even a fen houra after bmh In compliance mill 
the monslers otdera. tlio mnocom babe nas lom from 
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lU mollicrs bosom, nml strangled iti her sigbt The 
circumstance was thus reported to the British aulhon 
lies, who immediately arrested the Jahi]a and brought 
him to trial. Tlio retribution of the law wts howeier 
averted by the deioted wife, who gave such rndence as 
tended to sliow that the child had died a natural death, 
hut in consequence of coiilradictory evidence from 
Ollier witnesses, a trial by ordeal, according to ancient 
Hindoo usage, was permitted, and the good fomme of 
the Jahrja acquitted him 

The common reasons assigned for the destruction 
of the female offspring is the fear of dishonour, and 
lliB eulraiagaiit outlay necessanly iiirum'd la thoir 
marriage there u no doubt that pnde, avonce, and 
mdoleiice were the true authors and supporters of infon 
ticidc , in reality it has been shown, that it forma no 
part -of the Hindoo religion, although it has been 
found convenient to induee such a belief, and the 
artful Brahmins themselves may have favoured it 
The male oflspnug are never sacnBced , although 
there coists in Hmdoo bistorv— perhaps 1 should 
rather say in Hindoo fable — a very cunous account 
of a race of people exactly resembling, m all their 
peciilianties, the Amazons of the Greeks They are 
said to have inhabited the distnet of JIarawa, upon 
the coast immediately opposite to Uie island of Ceylon, 
and were named Stn Baja, or women pnnees , tliej 
deslrojeJ all their male children directly afterbirth, 
and excluded all men from tlieir society and iheir 
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(Jotmmona, beholding only such as were Iroughl to 
them by accident or odienturc, and not ^Knnimng 
even Uiese to dwell moix than a fnv dajs among 
them Not onl> ts tins stotj prcscnetl ni sL%*.ral 
works boili Slahommcdanaml llmdoo, but scul|it«rcs 
of tlie Amazon ermed ««d depnred of the right 
brenjf are foiuid in lanows pitls of India. It is 
quite CTident that the two stones Ime the same origin, 
and wbclber we n-ftr the legend lo Ijit. Eiixjiie 
and Caspian seas ujwn the ttlnlion of Jusim and 
Diodorus, or whether wc take n from ibc adicntures 
of Kama Kupa, we cannot but suppose that it inu«i 
bare ansen from tbe &ci of some class of pcr«ons 
babitually destroying their male children It way 
bo worthy of remark lliat in Manwa at ihis day 
there is a ncc of people called hulant, robbers 
by bmh and education, with whom the vroinen 
are regarded os tho heads of families, enjoying an 
extraordinary authonty orer tho men, and being 
esteemed the lawful partner of iho brother, faOicr, 
uncles, and other relations of the luisband, as much 
as of the husband himself 

1 remember to have been particularly struck with 
the contrast which is obsenahle between the bearing 
of the Brahmin and that of the other castes of Hm* 
does towards Europeans, ui the great city of Benares 
The fulsome adulation and abject serviluy ©f the 
lauer recall a passage of Rousseau a d Alembert , 
■' Us owtosST jai MS fjnJms mensonges, „ at „ pa’, 
o 
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linr OiJarrr as>ic7 nctlcmcm <]»on iic Irome ftu> 
cmii* \inlc oliligCmtc ^ Icur dire ? " semng at tlie 
sanio time to remkr more obvious tint Mipircilioiis 
and insolent camige of tlio Bnlnmns winch only 
dares to disphj itself in (ho verj centre of tlair 
strength, surronmkd with l)u>u<an(ls of their fallows 
to keep them in countenance It is seldom seen 
m Calcutta or at stations where themselves arc kw 
and the CnglLsli supported, u is only when the 
solitary European witliout state or attendants is sur- 
rounded by whole troops of thcjii lliat they have spmt 
to display Uieir impatient rancour, ev cn in their looks , 
and this tliey have lately learned to suppress, haung 
been taught by a few lessons how great odds the 
nervous ami and swot courage of the Enropean 
mil encounter, rather than brook even a rontcmptuotis 
look Still, if not openly insulting, their demeanour 
fonns a marked contrast to that of the submissive 
Soodra, mch whom padence, endurance, and humility 
are cardinal virtues Lest I should give an erroneous 
impression to those who are not versed m the distinc- 
tions of the dilTerent castes, I should mention, that 
all the Jlrahmins are not necessarily jiriests. although 
the priests must be Brahmins Of the various classes 
of joyis tmi/aUnrs whose names figure away, to the 
sad perplexity of the general reader, in most Indian 
literature, I have thought it expedient to particularize 
as little as possible, for the sake of perspicuity 
Should the reader be inclined to accuse roc of dwell- 
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111'' loo grmtly upon the homMe tliroughoul this dc» 
cnption, I heg to apologize and to offer rn) explan'\li«n 
in the follovfing iiords of the great Burke " There 
IS no spectacle \\c so eagerly pursue aji that of sonic 
UDcomnion and grieious calamity , so ilui uheilitr 
the misfortune 13 before our eics, or whether ure 
turned hack to it in history, it alftajs touches with 
delight. This is not an unmived delight, hut blended 
with no small uneasiness. The delight ne have m 
such things hinders us from shunning «cenes of misery ; 
and the pain we feel prompts «s to relieve ourselves 
in relieving those who sufler ’ 

I might hare detailed to the tenderdicorlcd reader 
vanous cruel and wanton methods of mfinucidc 
practised in oUier ports of India. For instance, U 
has been ascertained tliai in some disintts, the in* 
hnmon parents hare buned their living children up 
to the throat m the earth, leaving the head exposed 
to the attacks of the mid beasts and birds of prey » 
others hare been known to bind the poor innocents 
by the feet to the branch of a tree, there abandoning 
them to the most homble of deaths , m some places 
VI has been the practice to hurl them headlong from 
a height into the waters of a n>er sacred to one or 
other of tlicir unholy gods But these most uimamral 
atrocities, it is to be hoped, have only been perjie- 
tratecl, when Ine treacherous dealings of thepneslhood 
have so powerfully wrought upon the supersUlious 
fears of the natives as altogether to overwhelm the 
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tide of iheir parental afli.ctions A somewhat less 
rcvolliiig custom, stnce a toncli of humanity appears 
still to evist m the mi^ided parent, is that of 
settmg the infant adrift upon the water m a little orh, 
such as is described m the Holy Scriptures as the 
refuge of the infant Moses during the infanticide 
of the males commanded by Pbaroah The author 
feels confident that he need make no ajiology to lus 
readers for displacing a few of Ins prosaic pages in 
order to give room to the following stanzas, written 
by a joung lady He considers tJiein too full of 
true description to rwjuire a woid of comment, and 
as to their poetic merit, let the render judge 


INFANTICIDE 

How beautiful ts mom, 
hre up the curving arch of jon blue sby 
Tlie golden clianot of the sun mounts high, 

And panting Halure sinks oerborne. 

As captive warriors droop and die 
Beneath some conquerors car of victory! 

Lot from the grateful shade 
By spreading tamarinds and nch mango made. 
The snoivy tcm])le its light dome uprearcth , 
IVhile «eaf(erel here and there. 

As Uioiigh appealing to its guardian care, 
Ihe modest Hindoo bnt appearelh 
Near to the sacred fane, 

O ershadowed by tb* (omanc linked cliain 
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Of kafy bouglia unending, 

Up^UootiRg, spreading, and descending, 

A lakelet, small and clear. 

Reflects die emerald tinted atmo«plicrc 
Around the dark broim trunks gaj Wo^soms creep , 
rrom twig to twig tlie licely squirrels Lap , 

Birds of gay plumage and sweet song 
The laden htanches throng , 

And statelv peacocks through tlie long grass moit 
Already to Uieir light and graceful toils, 

The nomen gather 'neatli the fragrant grove, 

Spinning the white Imc from tlie fleecj spoiU 
Of yon ncli fields whidi, far away, 

Lie basking m die opening day, 

All golden as the beams which o cr lliem play 
Apart from all— the silver lake beside, 

Mhich mirroretli her charms milt eager pndi, 

\Vliai form appears, as motionless and fair, 

As laarble image wrought by cbisel rare, 

Graceful aa the oreco, with long hair 
Entwined by gems and flowers, and loosely flung 
Bock from the white and polished brow, which bears 
Impress of sorrow, keen and gatliering cares. 
Unmeet for ooe so lovely and so young 
Her silken robe of ample fold. 

Scarce shows the fairy foot and ancle slender. 
Circled by ghtlerrog stones and ring of gold , 

Tor earth and sea their spoils surrender, 

To deck the wvfc of Menon bold. 

The wealthy and well boro 
Across her bosom, closely drawn. 
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Descends her veil ta shining- RAth, 

And someOimg to her heart she hohN, 

^Vhicli often mih eoiimJ«ne clasp. 

She presses dose, and closer still 
Her right hand s rose tipped fingers grasp 
A basket, framed mth care and skill. 

Of sacred tulst wood, replete 
With tuberose, and mogn sweet. 

The ckampa shedding forth perfuine. 

The rich makdaci s enmson bloom. 

And amra beading Camdeo s dart. 

To deal a wound that leaves no sniait 
As to the breezes cool 

The pensile sprays and verdurous foliage shiver. 

Their painted brethren as in mockery quiver, 

Beneath the glassy surface of the pool 
And there, its glassy leaves around it closing, 

The Sliver lotos floats reposing 

"Even thus, even thus. — passed through poorZeidas 
breast— 

" 1 nught have cradle<l thee to rest. 

Calm as the lily on Ilut pearly water. 

As safe from storms, as beaabful, as blest , 

Woe, woeisme' my daughter! Of my daughter! 

Vainly she lingers there. 

Love wrestling with despair. 

Ere tUrougb tlie scorcbmg noon tide air 
Tlie tyrant sun shall proudly nde 
Her sacnfice mu>l be complete, 
nil she, returning with reluctant feet 
Again may sit by Meoon s side. 
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And find her consoLitjon, »f *l» can. 

In llie carets be*itofl:etl li) ftitUre<l pride, 
^\hldJ oft « deemed sad clmitened loif m man. 
For beautiful u yeida, and her loni 
Knows well to pnie and gnanl so Ciir a pcin — 
A richer never shon<* m DtUn * hoanl— 

But can he lo\e In r, and condemn 
Tint joung heart to sncli agony. 

As now eacli pol>e is tortunng> 

0! could lie but tliat intant sc*. 

From its brief slumber just awabing. 

Still pilloweil on lliat bosom aching. 

Stretching iL< tmy hands that ding 
To Uic soft nccl. os tn appeal 
1 or love, tor pit), tor protection, 

Fsea his proud soul remorse must fte), 

He could not crudi tliat yoong afllction, 

Isnr to the monsters of Uic flood 
Ills helpless first bom chdd resign, 

Tliougli one of bis pure flmxing blood 
Seeks none but sons to grace bis lino 

Tlie nver rusbeth fall and strong 
A mighty and majestic stream, — 

Yon Chupra it liatli swept along. 

Stifling the dying scream 
Of tlie wretch that in his lone despair 
llaited deaths rnde summons llierc 
Wlicre the tall reeds thidkly grow. 

Nodding slowly to and fro. 

Plunges the lordly buffalo , 
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And near bitn m close ambuscade 
Tile subtle crocodile is laid^ 

Like a trunk, bare, leafless, brown, 
By (he tempest shock oertbrawn. 
Moveless on the bank be lies 
WiUi glittering and watcliTu} eyes 
Demon of cruelty and fear, 

Alas ' thy prey js rear 


Zeida hath laid her basket down. 

Her offering to tlie sacred nver , 

No tears even yet her eye doth own. 

But every feeble bmb doth quiver, 

And sobs, each like a dyisg ga<p. 

Burst from that agonized breast, 

To wbicb, with strong and straining cla<p, 
The hapless babe is pressed 
A smile across its features plays 
Unconaciously— and uow another. 
Answering the miserable gaze 
Of that most rvretebed mother 

A thrill of anguish shook her fraoie. 

Then, a brief frenzy on her came 
Tbe thin veil from her bead die tore, 

And the poor infant round and round 
In the soft gauzy folds she wound. 

That soon its struggles might be o er 
And with quick steps, though each one sank, 
In the green oozy nver bank. 
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Do vn among the reed* »l»e cower’d 
'I'here g«-QlIy Ujd the Cite*! cluld. 

And o er it, from her LaaVel, fnleii 
Green leaves and Mossoms shower d 
Tb»n, pressing Loth luodi to her head. 

As if in agony of fear 
Its dying shriek to hear, 

?*etrcd by despair, vrilh frenzied speed she 
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Modbrn aufliois, both the trarelled and the merely 
epecalative, who Iia^c wntten to illustrate the Oneutal 
world, ba^e shown u$ that, marked os is the dissimili- 
tude between the nations of Europe and of Asia in 
their habits of life, tlicir customs, their religions, 
forms, complexion, and costume, they are still more 
strikingly contrasted in tbeir mental peculiarities and 
distinct habits of thought it is indeed wonderful to 
note the unequal estimation wilh which the minds of 
millions collectn ely, in one aiid'the other quarters of 
the globe, will mutually regard the some object and 
perhaps under no circumstances is this more obviously 
displaced than in the importance which each rcspcc- 
tuely attaches to eieuts of the past and of the future. 
To the Curopean m >oiilh, or in the pnine of life, 
there h no pleasure in retrospection, howerer sweet, 
that can equal those bright and glorious heart stimng 
'isioiis of the future which are the otTq'nng of a sail- 
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gume and amliitioua temperament , while, to the less 
ardent people of the tropics# there cMsts not vn the 
proapective an^ incastirc of delight so full as the calm 
cnjojTnent of dreamy recollection , ilio most glowing 
promise mil often Gul to excite, when a glimpse of life 
hj gonewiU imtucdiaicl) engross all the faculties. In 
EwTopeCNetj aeuxe wind is bent upon improvement, 
the energies are deroted to the oggrandisement of the 
present, or arc ab‘'orbcd in schemes to foretell and 
meet the exigencies of tlic future, few indeed devote 
their time to constant reflection on tlie past, and 
when by chance thej ate called upon to rehearse the 
events of formet dajs, their best citoits only pTo'o 
how necessary practice is to excelleDCc The con* 
tcmplauvc Asiatic mil at a moments notice assem* 
ble and renew the faded images of times long 
past nwa^, and, without cflbrt, paint his picture 
in such life like form md colour as to present lus 
audience with a complete reflection of the scene 
Itself Hw powers, too, arc rjmekened hj being con- 
stantly in let^uesl, foi all Onental fuTnilics are od 
dieted to narralion, and seldom clo^e the day mlhout 
one or other reciting some passage from the records of 
their own bic9 or the traditions of their forefathers 
For the gentle readers sahe I heartily wish I possessed 
the power of penning my descnptions or of reciting 
my legends, with one half the graphic spint and eflect 
which would be infused mto them by these eloquent 
fliough luilellercd people With a hope of preserving 
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i»j{ banka are ]>artially ctolliwl «illi njgtd jungle 
and dwarf trees of a most tnjs*slnj)cn growth, in 
places Uicy are inicr'ccted with deep and dark rai ines, 
which arc Uie impenetrable Indmg-placca of ihugt, 
duUm(t, and olivet classes of banditti; and also of 
ligeis, leopards, hysenas, wolves, and a host of man's 
natnral enermea The day had been sullen and over- 
cast, and mj humour accorded widi the scene 1 had 
lounged all day upon the roof of my hoat, in idle mood, 
now gazing on ihe acciimulaiing clouds, now stni ing 
to Cud exciieTnent m the exploits recorded m the pages 
of a veteran and not a little mutilated supenny pam- 
phlet, entitled “The Bandits Bnde, but from want 
of taste or from heartless misanthropy I found myself 
heartily well disposed to strangle the fair lady for her 
treachery, and to hang all the outlaws fo” their enmes 
‘ Manjt," said I, somewhat impatiently, to the boats 
captain , “ Mangt, lower that abominable top sail , 
you have overmaaledyour miserable boat, and when the 
sriu-dl bleaks we shall be capsized “ Pardon your 
slave, most noble Sir, rqihed the man, with a pro 
found reverence, « there will be no storm this evening, 
and 1 am desirous of showing your greatness the far- 
fnned town of Ettaiah before nigbt falls There will 
be no wind 

•‘Lowel tlia topsail, Sinalii Do,vn came the 
caavass a,,™ a,ck j ,„„,5a mndaanl 

Ihe horizon hatl become beautifully bright, and a fresh 
1 recce was fast hniryiiis aaay the heaaj dotiis, 1„ 
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tt ftw seconds as if tj a inagic •pell, the wliolc 
of inluronas tran<fonne«l. A Imlhanl flood of sim- 
shme was spread across the scene; the chfls ro'ic mil 
higher and more inajesttealh aieroiir heads, tliedctp 
leaden waters were conxetted into a npplcd flootl of 
gold , and os our canvass filled to tlic flnoiinnghrcczc, 
mx spinls regained their xxonted elasticity 

“ Make all sail,}ou Manji, and here, tell me, what 
arc the glittering hiuldtngs wluch so thiekl} crown 
jonder cliffs * 

“ That place. Sir, is the famed cit} of Ettaiah, for- 
incrl} the capital of tlas dutneu It is of very great 
anti<iuitv, and strange tales arc told of its onuent inlia* 
hitants Your honour trill find it worthy of a daj s 
tarrv 

1 instantly ordered out m> little wheir^x, and uking 
four oais on board, I had rounded the last reach Justus 
the snn touched the lionzon The scene was grand 
indeed Buildings of all dates and ages — the ancient 
and the modem, the ruined and the still unfinished. 
Here heaped together in strange confusion, and nere 
spread over about twentj hills to the height of eightj 
or a hundred feet above the water mark 

I landed upon one of the pnncipal ghats, and throw 
ing mj gun over my shoulder, I strolled from nun to 
rum, and from street to street, xmtil at last, upon a 
flight of newly built «tcps leadmg to the water, I des- 
cried an aged Bralunin pezfOTming hjs evening worshiji 
with his face turned towards the still glowing west. 
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“ Ttacc, in) Son," vnd I to tlic oW tnin, >%hi> v.a^ 
grc\ cnotigli for ni) gtanifatlicr, “ ) on appear to be cn 
JO) ing Gie fre*ihneii of tlie crcning breeze Tlic^^a are 
liiiulioinc ghats , j onr town appears to be nsjng anew 
from Its dust) ruins Arc tlicrc oii) rtlics within pir- 
licularl) worth) of the inspection of a foreigner^” 

“ rroiector of the poor, jou tna) well sa) that ilie 
air 13 cool , but how can I be enjoying it ? Yon are 
from the west, and love these chill) wnds, )oii are 
joung, and the piercing air only braces your frame 
Alas’ heboid me, youth and actiuty have flown, and 
I have nothing wherewith to presene vital warmth m 
my frame but this tattered blanVei, which w a poor 
substitute Cor Mgour and warm blood but it has 
pleased God to mspirc me with infinue fortitude , or 
perhaps [ may sa) that I have Tn)-self acquired it, 
duTOig a long life of hardship and exposure ” 

* Why, my fnend, you must indeed be a chill) 
mortal , the air is y ct glowing iviih the noon s heat 
*' Great Sir, you were pleased to enquire of your 
slaie if there be an) ihmg worth seeing in our city 
\Yhy do you apply to me about such lO) s as these ? 
Such trifles 1 regard not , I am on aged man, and now 
mine ejes are incessantly turned towards Heaven If 
there has ei er been any thing in our land worth covet 
mg, )ou English gendemen have stnpped us of it, 
JOU have sached our colTers and have glutted )onr 
selves wuh our treasure. 

“Come tome my Son you judge us barshlj we 
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have conquered your land bot to relieve it from the 
oppreision of tvTants; and hare taken charge of jour 
wealth only to disburse it for jour advantage, and 
those who evince a grateful sense of our goodness, hr 
endeavonnng to serve us to the best of their power, 
invariably receive some reward at our hands. — Praj 
what IS this singular rum which surmounts the lull 
above us ^ 

" That ’ tis Kbooh-’!oonit s palace all persons know 
the story 

' No, I am altogether ignorant of the Inslorj of j our 
town , but mj surdar has orders to supplj with three 
dajs subsidy any man who adds n good siorj to mj 
collection 

“ Chosen of Heaven, will it plcose you to bestow n 
few minutes patience wbile I relate lo joii tbe legend 
of the ruined palace which attracts your attention 
there must be few indeed who can tell the taleuiih 
better ciTect than myself, though 1 do not saj this with 
any wish to persuade you that mj story will he worth 
foiu" days* supply, where others have received three 
Be pleased. Sir, to recline upon that white cloth while 
I rehearse my fivoame 

STORY OF nCDDDVAOT A^D KUOOn-SOnlU T, 

which all who listen to declare to be very cvccllonl 
Every soul in this town I.now9 it by heart, but there i< 
not one who can recite it like myself , and those wlm 
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buelieard my ur«ion fifty umM over on^y become ibe 
rioic desirous of benring it again. 

“ In dajslong past wliat city t\jw so great am! glo- 
rious as lUiahli, — lier inlubitants, lofty in stature and 
beautiful in fumt, stood among their fellon rncTv as llio 
sun in bis strengtb coTn|iared niih the twinkling stars 
of beaven. Hut c»il is strong upon carib, mid ibc 
toiriblo goddess Kali, norking with pow erful and ma- 
licious influence in U»e Iicaits of men, bad gradually 
reduced the proud city to degradation and misery. 
Truth, 3ttsu<.e, industry, domestic peace, and pubhe 
snilne passed away, like tbo vernal glories of plain and 
forest after tbo clouds of the blue locust bave rested 
upon them. Arts and manufactures were disregarded; 
sloth and intemperance bad piralvsed ctcry hand, 
■wbile poverty and famine rosed throughout the city ns 
fierce as paria dogs bowJmg for ibcirpicj. The con- 
trol of law bad long ceased in nuaiaU ; provisions, 
money, almost all the necessanrs of life, were obtained 
by plunder alone, and as long os any stores remained, 
tbcj were at the disposal of ever^ strong arm and fero- 
cious spirit who could demand bis jiortion from tbo 
general stock, or wrench it from the gmsp of aVcikcr 
neiglibour.* When all was gone, the lawless robbers 
set forth to levy new contnbuuons, I}'ing in wait for 
luckless travellers in the gloomj ravines that intersect 
tbo lofty banks of the Jumna, greedy and watchful as 
the crocodile lurking in the reedy shallows below lUem; 
or ru-sfimg on some nnprotected village, they robbed 

Cl 



114 


Tllk OKI^HTAl. AV'iVKL 


tlie liHsbamlniaii of h»a iicwly.garncr<?d liarrest, tlio 
cottage of its frugal siorea, and carrying ofT e\cry 
porLiWc article of value, left wailmg and despair, per 
chance blood and death, bclund 

“ The tnuinjili of Knh was now obtained — all the 
inhabitants of the fallen otyhad declared tlieinsehes 
her worshippers, evil reigned snprcnie in Eltaiali, 
and the very name of tbo city was held ibnco 
accursed — the knife had reached the lery hone 

''Now, the god Lnsbna, the pure spmt of benevo- 
lence, cast his ejes of compassion upon the desolation 
and misery of tins once magnificent city, and resolred 
by the exercise of Ins benc6tent intluence to raise up 
the fallen from her eharoe, and set the croivn of 
rejoicing once more upon her head But m vain he 
stru^led against the wicked passions of men, in- 
flamed by long indulgence and in close alliauco with 
the spirits of enl, until at last he was forced to em- 
ploy stratagem to eOcet liis good purpose in the 
reformation of Ettaiah. And first he sent a wasting 
and terrible pestilence among the people, as a chas 
tisement for their sins, and that any j et lingering 
principle of good might be awakened in their hearts, 
even as we crush the Aku$ka grass to draw forth its 
richest perfume Lamentation and weeping, terror 
and despair, now filled the streets of the accursed 
city , mothers saw tbeir infants expire m iheir arms 
and children jel more wretched, houseless and unpro 
tected, shrunk from the Uiid corpses of their stricken 
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parents The namor in the pndo of his iron knit 
frame, the \onng rnan, strong liinbcil and reckless 
of danger, fell by ihcicnonied arron that suiUeth at 
noon-day , nor safer nCTC the old men conenng in 
their desolate homes, nor the damsel on her silken 
couch, for the destroyer passed by vilh the sword 
of rengeancG, mowing down strength and weakness, 
beauty and dccrepiiodc Woe, woe, to EWaiah and 
her sinful inhabitants ' 

"The only person in the city to whose aiithonty the 
lawless populace in some degree submiUed, was the 
young chief, Buddunaut, chosen by bis fellow citizens 
to preside orer their councils, for liis undcrubtable 
courage, great penonal beauty, nod siipcnor wisdom 
Into the heart of this young ruler, Krishna instilled 
a deep and tlmllmg connclion of the cause of the 
fearfal calamity now visiting his capital, and soon the 
thoughts of the crimes and sufferings of his people 
haunted his conch with all ludeons sounds and shapes 
tl roughoiu the night, and by day seemed to nse 
above and around lum like a sulphurous cloud, shut- 
ting out the blessed hgbt of heaTen and ready to 
burst :n thunders upon his head 

"The agony of his miod grew beyond endurance, 
and freshly endued with wise and virtuous resolu 
lion by the beneficent Knshna, Buddunaut assembled 
the people, reproached them with their accumnlated 
enmes ond dccl-ued the cause of the pestilence non- 
raging amongst them By persuasions, eabort'ilions. 
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oml tlio mil of Kn^lina, he mm over to lits miIo tlic 
ino'4t itoMcrfiil and mfliicntiil of tlic ciu/ctii, and 
then jmKmletl In enact uluUrj and «c>cro fur 
tlic rcstimnl and piini«}itncnt of »ice IIn tlTorts 
were giiccc^'iful Goml MohIj, but aurcly, dro\c c\il 
from her stroiif'hQld, tlic jMMtilcnce olnlcd, peace and 
onkr once inoa mi?ii«l in the city,— penitents 
ihrongctl the long descrtwl temples, and Ilitaiah 
well ni^h reclaimed Ilut (he malicious Kali, the 
unrelenting emmj of man, yielded not so easily her 
prey , and hopcKsa of tlie cflicts of open force, she 
rosoUed to foil tlic benerohnt purpo\e of Krishna, 
by a counter stratagem To tempi is fir easier than 
to cuinpel, ond the subtle goddess everted all her art 
in framing a woman of such siiryvis^ing beauty, that 
all which poets hart snng, or losers dreamed, should 
seem faded and d ill in coinpanson with her matchless 
clianns, that the eyes of those who gazed upon her 
should be hciiceronh insensible to nil other lotclincss 
earth could display > and men become os clay m her 
hands 

' On tliM encliantress, harmg first instilled a due 
portion of her own vindictive spint, and fully lu- 
stmeted her m her mission of evil, Kah bestowed 
llie power of invoking efILctire curses on all who pro- 
voked her wrath, or thwarted the will of h«.r temble 
patroness 

'* Turn uow, Bahddoor Sahib, and behold those rums 
on the lofty hills behmd us — they are those of a mag 
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mficcnl \'aHco, winch, c\cn in llie dajs wc ^jioakof, 
hail fallen to deca} , and thi, name of lU first fonntlcr 
olilinou liad lilotied from the hook of the past Du- 
ring the laic awful pestilence il Ind hcen used as a la- 
zaretto, and was «tudiouslj shunned Li all the citizens 
of Ettaiah, as a «ad rocmonal of the suirenngs ihtj 
hadendured Thedampimslsofdeaihaccincd tocling 
around lU mouldcnng walls, die wailings of despair to 
fill the hTeczes that swept through m loud} courts, 
and the wayfarer, homeward bound, iiimed his ejes 
from the broken outlines of walls and tossers cut- 
ting the sapphire sky, and pm«cd the god Krishna 
that It was not with Ettaiah as in her evil dajs 
" But lo ’ tn the solemn stillness of night, when all 
wulun the citj were locked in rcpo«e, the wicked 
Kali descended m the form of on enormous vampire, 
and deposited Khoob soorut (the bcauiiful} in one 
of the vast chambers of the palace — Then b) her 
roigic art she recalled into esistcnco all the ancient 
splendours of the abode, and surrounded the syren, 
destined to cffecl the dcstniction of Ettaiah, with 
ever} species of luxury and nngntficence lint might 
aid her oa-n untivalled beauty m fascinating the 
mmds of men, and seducing them ogam to the 
worship of e?il 

' The sun arose, and his crimsoned beams illumined 
the snow while domes and glittering cupolas of the 
restored palace, and, ftnm the gates of Ettaiah poured 
forth an eager crowd to gace and wonder Nearer 
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Will nfarcT thry c»cii to llic loftj bwcn 

lhn)iJf>h whovj nchl} wrought htucc woth 
glmiliw were gained of gardens nnling ihc fiincd 
HiradMo of Ahiucdahad, of nilrcr (biiiiums, oinid bwli 
of ro»cs, of stately trees starred with gorgt*ous hlos- 
sonia, through which tlic soft wind* careered jo^- 
fidl), filling tho atmcwplicn. with jierfiitno, while 
ocr and ntion cloud* of bird*, ghltcnng hko winged 
gcm*. toso into tho nif, and stnnns of dinne inuMC 
came ftinll^ and at tnlenol* on the car. 

"All ga/cd and inancllcd. and ardcniljr desired to 
cxidott the secret* of the nij'tenoo* nhoilc, and rcrcl 
m Its garden of delight*, tut no small degree of 
courngo wu re<{inrcd to essa^ tin* told though tempt* 
ing adiCTiturc Tho citizens, j'oimg and old, 
gntheted in knot*, and held eugo ond long discussions 
oil tho matter, hut n supeiMiuoa* nwo possessed all 
, their hearts, and throughout seven da>a only ennous 
glances and anxious wishes were directed towards 
the ]ialace of Khoot-soonit- 

" At lenglli a youth named Dhudroo, of noble birth 
and gallant spirit, hojnng to wia both wealth and 
fame if he accomplished tbo adienture, stole trom 
lus home at the first peep of dawn and ascended the 
hill crowned by tbe palace The brazen gates un- 
folded at bi* approach, and stepping over tho threshold 
he seemed at once to breathe a new and debcious 
atmosphere, the very air was perfumed, and the 
flowers shed ra\s of light from their rainbow tinted 
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petals Led by wi irwwUMc impulse, drizzled 
and bcMldeied, ibc \ouiig adzcumrcr aossed tliu 
marble courts, and entered a last circular ball in tlie 
palace Twelve pillars of ctjslal supported the loftv 
roof wrougbl m purple and sHrer to mniuc ibe Jones 
of tlio summer nigbl, tbe floor was inlaid with ebrj* 
soljtc, and the airving walls s\»arlJcd intli immme- 
table gems but far ontsbining all, at the fattber end 
of die hall tat Khoob-<ootut on a throne of aorj, 
in aspect gentle and innocent as a pearl newly drami 
from the green waters of Oman 

"Nor her lorcliocss alone, but the witclicj^ of her 
smile and the honey sweet accents of her voice, sank 
deep into the heart of the young Bbudroo, who, Lcwil 
dered with joy, orcrwhclmed with astomshmcni and 
admiration, lay, os if entranced, at the feet of Uio 
enchantress 

" Her choicest spells were exercised to ensnare and 
secure her pfcyi and body and soul were nearly won, 
when to the olTec of her hand, in mamage and all 
the untold wealth contained within her palace, she 
annexed the startltng condition, that he should aid 
her m imngmg back the city of Ettaiali to the 
worship of Kali The heart of Iho enamoured youth 
sank wtthwi him Darkly — yet too sensibly, came 
back upon his soul the days of anarchy, the woes 
of famine aud pcstiknco endured by his fellow 
citizens while under ihe wroth of Krishna- How dare 
he nsk the renewal of these horrots* Firmly, ihou-rh 
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slowly, he assured the duDgerons syren, whose 
eyes of beauty now rested upon hnn with a stem 
and temble glance, that in this dread task alone 
he hesitated to obey her, in all others, were death 
Itself the penalty incurred, he was her devoted and 
ready slave Scarcely Lad the words left his lips 
when Kboob soonil, rising from her throne, uttered 
two words of tremendous naUson, and pointing 
towards him her white and taper finger, that fonn 
of beauty and grace vanished for ever and ever from 
the gaze of the hapless Bhudroo , for his ey es bad 
withered in theu* sockets Then womnig him that 
instant death would be bis doom if ever he revealed 
the cause or manner ofhis misfbmne, she bade him 
begone fiotn her palace 

•' The agomzed youth strove to escape from the 
fatal abode, but darklmg and bewildered he wandered 
for hours amid the enchanted halls and tangled laby 
nnths of that delusive paradise, the fierce arrows of 
the sun bursting upon his head, and the hiss of 
lenotned reptiles making bis blood mu cold as be 
stumbled along, knowing not wbat hidden danger 
lurked in his path The song of birds, the seem of 
flowers, were no longer manliest to Ins senses, but 
the fiendish laugh of tlio cruel Klioob-soonit rang 
unceasingly in his cars It was night fall ere, cx~ 
bausted, blind, and dcspainng, he reached his liomo 

" The unfortumte Bhudroo Isjigiushod in oUscun ly , 
none knowing the raiise of Ins nflhction, while the 
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Wicked Kali, etcuing a fierce Oiirst fur wealOi 
ui llic bosoms of l}»c )Outig jnen of Etlauh, 
\)% awakcnnig ihcir a\ancc llicir scruples 

and tlieir fears, and da) b) day provided iie«r 
MLtims for Klioob-soonit. Some of ilicse rasli nd- 
TOTVliucTS, wlio l\ad pcnctnlcd inio llic filal paKce 
in ilie hopes of attaining unbounded wcidib, returned 
with iheir sight or speech destroyed; the teeth of 
some became brass, the hmbs of others marble, the 
rest were gibbering idiols, or frantic madmen,— ) cl 
none dared to rcrcal ibo inie cause of his misfortune ; 
and terror and doubt anew possessed ibe city of 
Eltanh. At length the riitnous Buddunanl iimble 
to restrain the fatal ctmosiit of hw pcojdc, and filled 
with pit) for the strange and awful bereaioincnis 
tliercbj mcimcd, assembled the whole inm of 
manned and blighted suncrers before the great Temple 
of Krishna, and endeavoured to elicit a confession 
which should divroicr the cause of that gods dis- 
pleasure. 

** His exhortations and mcmces were answered by 
tears and lainentnlions, but none dare brcatlic tlie 
name, nor detail the fiendi«<h malice of KUoob-'ioovui 
Then Buddunaut retired within the tcinjile, and 
there, assisted by the principal Brnlmiins, lie per- 
formed solemn ntes in lionour of the god, and 
adjured him to rcical the cause of his wrath, and 
vihj the furnace oC affliction was anew kindled to 
deiout Ins wretched people 
n 
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“ While thus employed the blind Bhudroo, fir«t 
victim of Khoob soorut, siepjied forth from the multi 
tude and dried aloud— 

“ ‘ Hear me, 0 ' most noble Buddunaut — in early 
childhood we were fnends, and like to brothers, and 
for lo\e of thee, and to restore peace to tliycity, 
I will reveal tlie cause of my present afSiction, 
lliough deatli itself be tbe penalty In yonder 
palace dwells a false enchantress, sent b} the temblc 
goddess Kali to wn back your people to her worship, 
or to exterminate the whole race amid tortures such 
as we have suffered 

'* ' The vain love of praise, and the accursed desire 
of wealth, disl lured me within ^on fatal walls 
The sorceress is more beautiful tlion daj , who can 
stand before her 

"‘But beware, O ' beware, ye who are yet unscathed 
take warning, my fellow citizens, danger and death 
lurk like serpents amid her seeming paradise, her 
smile la ruin, and her iovehness a lure into the paths 
of destruction — O ' 6 }, then, the haunts of the de- 
dcceiver —Ho stretched forth his onns imploringly 
to his companions, a Jivid liue ovcrsjiread his face, 
and sinking at iho feet of Buddunaut, be expired iii 
liomble convulsions 

" Great was the dismay of iho spectators — they 
threw themselves upon llie ground, tore their gar- 
ments, and cast dust upon their heads, cursuig the 
evil fate that liad come upon thcnisches and their 
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children, for vcnl} ii appeared t)ial tlie coiitesl 
between the jvjwcra of evil and good ivonld end onl^ 
m the deatruenon of Etiaiah, and of all jlj nrctched 
inhabitants. Nor was tlws piteous tumult appea-sod, 
until the jouthful thief Budduiwut with all Uic 
grace and diguitj of superior virtue, ihiu oddressed 
lus suhjecu — ’ 

“ * Take courage,* he said, ' m) unhappj people — 
return m peace to )onr homw, the sun shall not 
again nse and set ere thu enchantment be dissolved, 
cicn thoughjour safety heonl> purchased b\ nt) lift.’ 

"Relying upon this noble promise, the a/Tnghtcd 
citizens slowly wtdidrew to their houses, praising tho 
selMeiouon of their chief, and mioUng for him 
the aid and protection of Knshno, uhile the chief 
Brahmins and astrologers busied themseltes within 
the temples to ascertain the auspicious moment when 
Buddunaut should commence the adienturc 
"The prosperous conjunction of the heavenly signs 
denoted the pure and solemn hour before dami, and 
Buddimant full of zeal and courage, robed in re^l 
'itbre, and attended by a numerous tram of priests 
and nobles, climbed the ni^ed hill, and then bidding 
adieu to his followers crossed the fatal threshold alone 
" The people of Etiaiah assembling in crow ds, stood 
upon the sides of the hitt and along the banks of ibc 
nver, llieit eyes fixed upon the lofty urlls and sbiniiig 
towers imhm whose preciiicts their beloved chief had 
ventured The hours sped on—no food had entered 
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thetr lips, no shelter had tbej fioin the blazing ‘un, 
ihe Brahmins offered sacrifices, and pious devotees 
muttered unceasing praters, hut still Buddunaut came 
not Tonaids noon a bunt of triumphant music 
came swelling forth upon the air fioiu the mCenor 
of the jnlace, and songs of rejoicing and loud shouts 
of framic menunenl startled the ears of the onxious 
citizens. These continued at frequent intervals , hut 
they heralded not the return of the adventurous chief, 
and towards siuiset some of the boldest among tlio 
people consulted together if they should not force an 
eiitrauce into the mjstenons palace, and discover 
uhecher the tnad strains of revelry proceeding from 
thence celebrated the inumjvh of their pnnee, or that 
of the temblc Kah A ihoscn bodj of brave }*oung 
men stood forward to pioseciite this adventure, when 
]o ' on the marble lerraco which roofed the polaio 
Buddunaut at length appeared 

"Alas for the pndc of man ' A murmur of horror 
nitd dismay ran cluough the nmititude , for behold the 
generous and heroic chief, a C-w hours before Uie model 
of nianlj grace and beaut} . stood before them a blighted 
ond distorted being, a monster of limnami}, imrccig- 
iiizablo save by hisji-welled crown, his nijjl robes, anil 
the broad <car upon his brow, token of laa days of 
glor} and his prowess ui haulc ith hollow ond 
dciieordant mice he addiesvcd the OAvembl} 

M} devoted subjects— -fellow wor>lipptrs of the 
diuiic Kuli, b bold ■your chief, whose eves nr 


now 
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opcutd tu *«? ihc fault lie ha* cotnDiiltctl in *0 
refusing Ills allegiance to llial gtcat and jw'cifnl god" 
d<h/« Conic, ^iTwtratc JOllt^*.Wcs at licr aliniie ; ofTir 
to her \ our dutiful \ ons, and tlicn return to j our lioiiics 
and revil in all luxury and deliglil Awa> will llic 
v.ild sliacUtt of law, let cacli man do tint winch is 
nglit in Ins o«ti ejes the world h wide tiioiigli for 
all, and the pleasures it contains are mail) and \aneil 
as thepchhleson tltcscishorc Let us thcncat,drmk, 
and he merry ) our monarch shall set ) on the exam 
plc—Lo* I hate eho<«n <piccn, mj hndc, more 
lorel} tlnn the fidl-orhed moon, and for mjself— if 
jour fond lo\e praised my sirenglli and stilUTU before, 
beliold how glonous am I now ' ’—and the degraded 
chief m his frantic delusion raised up to its full height 
lus wuheted and mis shapen fonn, as if to challenge 
the adininiuon of the awe^stneken multitude, who hid 
then ejes from a sight so dreadful E>e» ai this mo- 
ment, a little snake, glittering lu scarlet and gold, and 
scarce ihicher than n mans finger, wound itself up fioni 
a small crence in the tcsselated floor, and suddenly ex- 
pamlmg to an enormous size, enfolded the liaplcss 
Buddunaut in its tcmblc coils, and instantly ciivshcd 
him to death 

“The fierce reptile then flung forward its gigantic 
body, levelled the htazen gales, and darting like a 
scorching meteor tlmiugU the tnagic groves entered the 
palace 

" hik 111,. ciUicns of Ettaiilnood riialyred wh 
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terror a dense and lund cloud overspread the sk} — 
thunders bellowed aronnd — the mountain shook to its 
base — and a piercing oy from the shattered palace 
of Khoob soorut seemed to rend the heavens 
“The enchantment was dispelled — Knshna in the 
form of a serpent had triumphed at last over Ins 
enemy Kali,— the sorceress Kooh soorut was destroyed, 
and yonder jou hdiold the palace, wherein her magic 
snares were spread, again reduced to a heap of nuns, 
and mouldering beneath the heavy hand of tune 
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inE row.— THE MOTI Mtsjro 

It IS often yct) dtlEcuU, nay jinposstWc, to t!i?coTer, 
b) tbc antnored countenance und mannerof tlio Mus- 
sulman, liow far he is sincere or ironical in his allu- 
sions to the Bnlish pemer and the ollcrcd state of 
gotemraent, in tUo«e nclt tcmtoncs nhicU were 
lately the crown lands of the Mogul Emperors 
When I was exploring the roins of Agra, about 
three jears since, a Tcry handsome young MnssuU 
inan — who had prored himself equally intelligent 
and well informed, hy resolving a number of (jues- 
tions which I put to him about the difletcnt build- 
ings, and thejr former occupants — somewhat per- 
plexed TOC by the following rejdv to mj remarbs 
upon the changes which had taken place in the 
renowned capitals of Delhi and Agra. Tliere was 
no moremeut of the eye or mouth, no intonation of 
TDice, which could he supposed to interpret the man's 
cquirocal speech 
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“ Let vlio'^c rlio arc sheltered m incrc \ , siul he, 
alluding to the deceased kings of the Mogul d} iiaslj , 
whoh} 'Mussulmans are nercr spoken of as being dead 
in olher tenus than tliesc , " Let those who arc «hcl- 
tered in mercy, whose seat is in Paradise, behold how 
the mighty men ofall India tlic descendants ofa thou- 
sand emperors, hare exchanged turhans* wuh ) 0 ur 
victonous and jicace-dispensiiig coimtr} men , tin, 
proud chiefs, the children of the true prophet, the 
chosen ofhearen, the insinohle, dehghltng in bcnt« 
solence and good fajih, hare made theinsthes joyful 
in on act of brotherly oflecuon, bj sharing willi the 
Lngluhihcgloncsaiidncbcsoftlicir throne* Ollier- 
snsc.thej had been content to resign llicir powir 
alingclher into the hands of this noble race of stran- 
ger*, whom Mia was pleased to select as mstriimeiiLs 
to sate the wl oL country from destruction Is tl not 
true, Str, that the chtrft o/ rvyolly ftOfe had pfrnsure 
tn deicrmltnfj /"ram fhnr linjly stitr, to grind net 
for f riacflj mj'dshf"'^ rhrou^hout tins «cnleiiee, 
as 1 Tceeiretl it, the light and shade of pnifoiind 
rr«]>cct and msoleiife, of submission anil reproach, 

I land to and fro m so •hifnng an I ehetpicred n man* 
i/tr, that I WAS qattetnahle to define the tnaii » real 
meaning , nnr could 1 ascemm it 1 1 ftrthcr ipui 
lions 

• Tlw tnr«1 Ui-rv4 •»il la*W«ll« S ttn of riVA<]pl.le ni-S rs«r« 

• mr«r ktl oO<«'U fiW-fw 
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Inlc wc were gazing upon tlic licatittful ruins of 
i\ic sv!nlc JuarWe ]iaTi\ion iii llie |iaHcc, lic quotetl 
ihc following lines from Oie poet baili — 

" The >ipiJer hnth vroten h>s web in the mjal palnce of the 
Cat an, 

The owl itanilith cenlmel on the watch lower* of \rniiiah ” 

Tlie fort of Agra is a most tmjwsing olijcct, upon 
whichever side it is viewed The lofty towers uiiil 
high enihaulcd walls nac one ahovc another, to a irt- 
niendous height, giving U the appearance of a gigantic 
castle, reared from a foundaiioti upon iht, plain, whili, 
in truth. It consists of a succession of forurications, 
hmlt 111, or upon, the rocky ftoiil of a high precipice 
walls arc, in some places, sunnoutued with hand 
*nmc domes of marhlc, or of giU copper, und upon the 
front facing the Jumna, the «U,,ant white marllc 
paMhons of the palace oveilook the works live walls 
of the body of the place arc still kept in excellent 
repair by the Govcmmeiii, while the outer ditch and 
out works have been suflired to go to decay But I 
must not ocenp) my narrow space with wide descrip- 
tions or wuh historical detail, daily wnUrrs are saving 
me the necessity Who does not now knovj, wliat 
nobody kne« fifty jears since, that Agra was raised 
from a village to a most inagiiificeiu city by the 
Emperor Akbar, and by him called Akbat -abaci 
Who docs not know tliat the fort was considered 
impregnable until taken bv Lord Like, in 1803 
that It floated in blood dimng the reign of Aiirnng- 
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ij t'cccethn^,!} tlcgaiil, maiij -irtiAls anJ oilitr alile 
cnucs liavc Jcclaved it one of tlic west perfect spe- 
ciiiiciis of svinmclT} cxianl in oncnlaf aicliUcctwTC. 
llie front consists of stven lieaiiuful arclics ore-lintijj 
sMtli abroad canopy, llic centre is croimcd witb n 
lar^c and noUj proportiomtl dotni, iruli one on 
ciOicr side considcraWy stnallcT, and on lUc extrenn 
ties of the fj(,ade art two small jniilions. A few 
sliallow steps lead up to the interior, wlntli is snp* 
ported bj ] ilhrs o'" tlic same fuslnon os tliosc null 
mU, and vaulted with intersecting arclics of a cor 
TCspoTiding foTin , facing tlie ceniTc arcli is the iuhk, 
or sacred niclic, in wIhlIi a cop} of tbe Koran is 
alna}s deposited nliilc scnice is being pcrfonncil, 
and on citbcr side undir die second arilt u n small 
pulpu, also of white marble An air of solemn gran- 
deur reigns tlirongbout the whole bnil Img , but that 
which parlicnlatly delights the c} e and the heart is 
the supernatural punt} and spotless lustre of the 
entire structure 

After a surfeit ofadminiion, the f^ncstion naturally 
occurs, hy whose refined taste and crUical shill was 
this exc^uisite gem deugned ? The architDCt was the 
\ nncely bulnnrortunatc Emperor Shah Jehan, whose 
nnld and generous disposition ofiered a temptation to 
his crifty and ambitious son, Auriiugrehc, to dethrone 
and imprison his ro}al father, and usurp his do- 
minions A (piotation of my own words,* if \ 

• See First Impressions mA Studies from Sitaie 
London Alien «nd Co m? " Umdostan 
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ina} l>o pcnnitteil the liberty, will tell siilTicicul of 
IiH lii^toTj \erj briefly. He catnc to the throne 
the ilcnth of his fatlar m 1C23 “ Shah Jehan ons 

an nmiahle and nise pnnee, unircTsally beloved b) 
his subjects, and avery patum of L^ccllcnccin pnralc 
Jifi He had four sons, who, »il}i ore excej tifn, the 
crafiy vXnrangrebc, folloncd in their fathers steps, 
and imitated his virtues Aurungzebe, however, 
proved hnnsetf a man ofa very dilfLrcnt disposition— 
subtle, wil^, and selfish and iijvon him the father 
found It necessary to keep a strict curb and an crer 
watchful c^c Hut even tins vigilance was insuf* 
ficicnl to fnislrate his deep laid sclicmcs of treason 
After several abortive attempts to scue the reins of 
empire from his fathers bands, he threw olT the 
clmmeter of a prioce, and under the pretext of ex- 
] ntmg lijs crimes, he habited bimself as a /aklir 
and in tint guiso travelled all the wav into the 
Deccan , there by the incessant exertion of bnberj , 
promtses, and persuasions, be lened a large army, and 
marched against the imperial cUj of his father, seizing 
an opportunity while the oQicers of state were en 
gaged in niolher quarter By on extraordinary concur 
rence of good fortune and skill, and by an inexplicable 
agency, wherein artifice and duplicity were his chief 
aids, he at lost gamed footing wjthm the capital, and 
secured the persons of his father and one of his elder 
brothers the other two being absent from Agra 
upon an expedition, remamed at large, and being at 
the time fiimislied with troops made head against the 
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usuiper, williout avaxl" The trcaclicrmia aiul 
heartless son non rncarecrated the I'uijcror lus 
father v^tthm the wa\U of Uw own fortress of 
with the Msuraucc that death alone noutd free him 
from Uis confinement 

The dclhroned Emperor was not, however, aliogelher 
wuhoul consoUlion rn his wnpnsonmcnl He snr- 
vircd his downfal ahonl seven Ncars, dunng winch 
period he was lendcrlj cheered and supported hj the 
companionship of hts favountc daughter, the eck- 
hraled Boguns Jelmun, who displajcJ the fuliiew 
of her filial alTvction hv volunianlj sharing her 
fathers fallen state and loss of lihtrl) llistor) 
desenhes this extraordinary pnnccss os being of sur- 
passing beaut), and no 1«5 distingmshcd b) lur 
excellent wit, licr never failing courage, and a bene 
volcnce of heart winch was only equalled b) her 
iirtuc and constancy The freshness of her youth 
was devoted to the consolation of her spini-brohen 
father, and to the study of science and cleginl litc- 
ratiire , while the e\tcni uf her religions knowledge 
and expcncnce is ibc favontc theme of her adminng 
historians 1 be building of the Mon Mmjid is said 
to have been suggested hy this loicly princess to her 
father, " wuU the double motive of diverting his mind 
from his afSiclions, and of raising a ineinonal of his 
piety which should not only induce others to follow 
his hoi) mode of hfe, but furnish them with the 
opporiunit j of pcrfonning their religions obligations *• 

• FerbliU a HUtory 
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A liio'\l«lgc «rOieongin ofiljisMii'julcinnoi fjil 
t<>a Itt grcml} to tl)c inlcrost with winch wc ngud it 
1 wus mjsLir the more chiniKtl nhenptit in jw^hmsioii 
of these ficts, Biiice I tctncmbcnil hating seen oml 
grcnilt ftiliniKil the tomb of tbii ilhislnoiH llcgnin 
Jthtmn at Delhi not many months jircuoH«Jy, nn<l 
hating hslcncd to the ciitbiisnstic strains of jiraist 
will* trhicli a iiatiie tnlerlardcJ j iswgcs of her history 
I roin the peculiar and rcry cliaste style of her 
tomb, 1 sliould ibinX it not improbable that this 
princess had designed it herself, for u is a constant 
]>raetico of Mohinuincdan chiefs to build their own 
inansolciiin« during their lift, time It consists of a 
tiry elegant white uiaildc sarcophagus, o)icn at the top 
so os to form a receptacle formotiltl jii which flowers 
might be planted, it U dtlicaicly oruonieotcd wiib 
sculptured flowers, and a border of inLid gcias, but all 
in a Tcry simple style Upon n polished tablet at the 
upjier end is an elegant inscnpdon ni I’crsian cha- 
racters, rery finely carred and inlaid in jet 
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which being interpreted sigmfiis — 
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“let not an) jjcrson dccorato roy toinli nitlj an) 
titlier tiling Ilian eirtli and flowers^ for these aie fittest 
for the resting place of a holy s^nnt 
•• 1094 * 

“The jwimhahle pilgnm, Jehatian Begmn, tlie 
daughter of Shah Ichan, and a distiple of the SainUd 
Tclusti " 

But to return from Delhi lollieMoliMusjid, mstend 
of aitemptiag any farther description in words, I think 
1 need make no npology for referring the gentle 
reader to the frontispiece of the lolume, nhich has keen 
rery clei erly and carefully drawn h) Mr Kohertsfrom 
in) sketch, and which presents os faithful on idea of 
the building as it ts possible to comev b) art 
When after a long walk spent in admiration of this 
truly beautiful budding, I lumed frotn the gate half 
blinded with the sparkling glitter of all around me, 
I could not resist the temptaiiwo of endeavouring to 
leant something more about Begum Jelianan from 
tu) intelligent young fneud the Mussulman , but I 
fonnd he could t ol indulge me 

“ Ah ' said the young fellow, with an audible sigh 
and a somewhat lack a daisical air , * Ah, Great Sir, 
what will not deroted woman do for the man she lot es ? 

‘ A\e ' or a daughter for her father ? said I 
•■TliaiBvcry true. Sir. flte Begum uas Shah 
Jthans (laughter, but jour honour, to ulvom ettrj 
thug IS «ai known mnat be familiar nub ilial wise 
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sajing which is constantly xn the mouths of those 
wlio read the poets ‘A deroted stranger is more 
dear than a neglectful relation, hut an unlind kins 
man is less esteemed than an utter stranger , nor is 
the Hindoo story of 

KIVG SADRAR AVn HtB DEWAV 
unknown to your excellence I declared m\ igno 
ranee and desire for light, and the talkaiire y oulh, 
without farther introduction, cmniuenced Ins tale, w Iiile 
1 seated myself on the shady side of an embrasure 
OTerlookiTig the Jumna 

In ancient tunes there lired a Baja, by name Sa 
drak, in a magniBcent palace orerlookiDg the waters of 
the Bralttna pootra , be was a person of great wealth 
and of e^ual charity, so that none who lell tbeir sli]i 
pel's at his door had cause for regret In oil things 
was this Raja fortunate except in one , he had an only 
son, who, haling ibrice conspired against liis fathers 
life, was for ever banished his dominions At the gate 
of this hospitable chief there resided a rcnerabic 
detcan, * who was tbe dispenser of his lord s welcome 
to all who deserved his hospitality, but it was also Ins 
duty to see that no rogues or plunderers were admit 
ted Now this trusty servant had filled his office during 
three generations of the Rajas family , and, by reason 
of lus extreme age, was becoming daily less able to 
discharge, wall due actinly and discicuon, tbe dut es 

* Z>«vcji • door kteper u offee of tnut tnd ot 1" 
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of his post , anil, ihioiigli ilns failing of liis mmd and 
hod), great evil hefcl KingSadrik; f5r drily depreda- 
tions acre comtiiUtcd upon Ins propcrti hv the hands 
of the clears and du/l&aift, nlio had Utile difiictiU) 
in gaining access to the treasure 

Non the King Icing greatly incensed b) these iin- 
gnteful rc(]^iiital5 of his bounty, called upou Ins slave 
the deican, “Oli, d^tean/* saidlie, “haie not )0U and 
)OUT children eaten my salt during many jears , ha\e 
not ) our infants become strong men und valiant tbroiigli 
my nouTisbment , arc they not honorably advanced m 
inj service’" But uben the old man made answer to 
the Raja, the chief discovered that, b) the lapse of 
)car3, the strength and mtelhgencc of his officer 
bad subsided into a second infancy With much cou- 
cem the Hojaeudeavourcd to convince himself that this 
was not the truth , but the more he enquired of the 
"^cd deiran, the more foil) did he encounter, until at 
last, weaned and sore atlienri, be moiiuned him to de- 
part. And as he withdrew, tnabing his usual obeioancc, 
the King, lamenting bis los% by chance exclaimed 
aloud, " Ah * woe is me, who now shall sit at mj gate 
to keep guard over ttij palace and to regard those who 
come and depart open roj chant) ' Whereupon the 
spml of wisdom again lighted up the e)esand venerable 
countenance of bis aged slave, who, wiib deep submis- 
sion returning to the preseuce, e\clainied , 

" Ob, most potent prince * is it not wisely written 
that under a severe t-iskmastcr th** services of a slave 
are cast way"'' Ifhe remain in silence he is despised 
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iDic ulionldlircoinc tU><{iicnt lie is ri.vik*d 
as a mmliitnn and a {imUlcr, tf tic lie ever nt tiis lord s 
bick be IS (IrcUrLd to be an artful ntul designing 
{time, if he KlArKl at a distance he i< ilectnciislotf ful, 
if patient anil aiibtnissnc lit. is abiiseil as n coward , 
if uinbic to endure abuse be t» saiiI to be nn upstart 
and ribtllious, Grcit King ila path of a slave under 
such a ttnint is indtcil diHicutt and not to be per* 
formed tren b\ a saint nut n hut need of endurance 
lias there been on tlic part of jour niigbtiness slnvt ’ 
has be not betii o»cflo-ultd tntli favors^ and now, 
that he is about to drink ’be sherbet of dissobilion 
vbat chanct. remains to bimofjiroxing his fuUlitj and 
gratitude? Hut oh, my master ' be not opprcheriHire 
lest a servant less devoted should occiijiv the entrance 
to jour palace It is not unknown to jourcxccllento 
that, as long os j our slave bav dwelt in the gate, his 
laliors have been shared, ond his moTnents of rtposo 
have been enlightened, bj llie presence of the beautiful 
Liichui], the goddess Of prosptnlj , who has thought 
It bliss to become the servant of so great and wise a 
prince Behold, she shall supply the departure of 
vour slave with one e(|ua]lj worthj of a our confidence'* 
Having thus spoken, ihe ifcKan made his reverence 
and withdrew 

]n a short time llirae stood hefore the entrance of 
the palace a traveller, toil worn, andhavingliis power 
ful limbs subdued by fatigue * Oh dewan, cnol he, 

1 am but no V arrived at jour palace from a fnr- 
dislant laud and having left my wife and cliifl in 
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ihc cii), I lii'C not laUn repose licforc 1 seek llie 
presence of King SadraV I am a Ilajlipoot, iny 
mine IS Bclind, odinil me to tlic presence" 

With permission, tbetraiellcr wassliorllj pre««ciite<l 
to tlic and willi tcvctcncc spoke > " Bcbolil, uU 
King, I aw a stranger «i tlicsc parts, bet in a far-o(T 
coontr} , hiring heard of the fame of j oiir mij,^itiness 
nisdoui and great nrtiics, and of the depredations of 
certain marauding ingrales who haie abused ^onr 
honors hospitality, I have travelled div and nig,hl 
to offer my services to jour majesty 

Now King Sadrak, being a pnuli.ni m ntll as a 
generous prince, eiKinircd ‘ W bat salary dost tboii 
expect ? 

*' Be not wroth nor surprised, oh King, tliat I 
demand for my service fear hundred pieces of gold 
daily ” 

‘ Truly," rephetl the monarch, with a smile, ** it 
IS CTident that the most disinterested idrairalion of 
my many excellent qualities drew thee to my fool 
stool Thi exccssiie modesty is thy best fortune 
Dnuhiless thy craft is one of great skill and iiigc- 
null) , with what tools dost thou exerii«e tby cun 
rung?’ 

" Most illustnons Raja, my tools are the best 
part of my calling, they are tliree in number, my 
two arms and my sabre 

Ana for such cosily imlc ,1,0,, content to 
.Icmin.l so so, ill u p,i|a„5„ ^ 
ot goU astlj . il,„ otccatlMcn, csl.mut.ou of thy 
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(leserta proves thee a fool Deican, added King 
Sadrak, "let this stranger depart as he came’ 

But here the chief nzief ventured to inteqiose 
' Oh Prince, said he apart, " let not this traveller 
he thus reptilaed I cannot hat think that there is 
excellence in him May your highness be pleased to 
grant him his exorbitant claim but for a few da^ s, and 
when he 13 proved, it mil be m your power to dis- 
charge him, or to retain him upon such stipend as 
may be proportionate to h» merits Let it please 
jouT majesty to place him as detaan within the gate, 
and let a contmual watch be placed upon Ins ac- 
tions*' This speech pleased the Kajagreallj, and 
having bestowed some mark of favour upon the 
stranger, he admitted him to his service with the 
salary of four hundred pieces of gold daily 

Having recoiled his commission, ilie traveller 
brought bis wife and cbild to the gate of the jialace, 
but it was remarked that be would not su/Ter them 
to dwell in the gate, nor to sport in the ■shadow of it , 
neither would he render any explanation of this 
fancifal proceeding, but with his own hands he buih 
them a small hut, without the gate, at the foot of a 
la^c tomb No sooner bad this Rajhpoot become 
cstabhsbcd in his ofSce than the fonuer was 

earned to the water and expired, but while all the 
household luounicd bw loss they could not but be 
sensible that his place was esccllcnlly well filled 
In a \crj few dajs it became evident, that tlie 
Rajbpoot was a man of no common abilitj and 
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ili'cmrocnt; wfcnors rc^»cctcil, and Ins ««u- 
pcnora adnmed Inm, for his zwl alid 1 »« dj'cn.Uon, 
nor did the Raja OrniV fit to reduce Ins salary 
licinesdj cutiCcssmg that Ins scniccs wcrcercn iimlcr- 
\alucd and il was apparent that avarice fonnctl no 
hlcwnsh in the mans character, for daiU nlicu Ins 
money was dishutsed from the treasury, widvont os- 
tentation, he devoted one half of it to the gods and to 
the Rrahmins, disinhulcd one quarter to the poor.and 
the remainder he rcsened forlnmsclf In his duties ht 
was never faiUug, m hw good worts he n as constant 
Day and night he commued at the palace gate, having 
his sword 111 his hand, he was just to all nieo, hut 
over indulgent to none Thus during many y ears 
he continued to serve the Rajo 

As the Rajhpoot was esteemed among all who hnciv 
him, so liis son hecamc cico more greatly the object 
of alTcctioii aud regard Handsome of person, os he 

grew towards manhood Ire was equally rematkahle for 
hva amtahU and elegant de^varttivant , and it was faUy 
expected by all that the Rjja would place him m 
some post of Iionor and couGdence about his royal 
person, as soon as his education nas complete But 
about this time the following event tooh place 

Upon the fonrteenth day of vhc averted moon, the 
city of bmg Sadrak was visited with a fearful earth 
quabe , and at midnight the raging winds shook tht 
lofty towers of the castle, and the glancing lightning 
sported from donit. to mmarct of the palace, whil 
the massive walls trembled to the tolling tliumlci 
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Now, contrary to hii>cnstom, tie RajLpoot, piljing 
the alarm of Ins wife, while e\jK>sed in tbe humble hut 
to the terrors of the Inimcane, had admitted Jier with 
his sou to shelter rnlhin tlie chambers of the gate, 
and as they sat conversing, while the storm was at its 
utmost, there was heard at the gate a mournful cry, 
and the trembling accents of weeping and lameii 
tation Then cried the detoan, * Who stands with- 
out ?‘ hut receiving no answer, be oiiened tbe gate, 
and sought whence, the voice had come, but could 
discover no one Having made diligent search they 
became greatly amazed, for whenever the rfe:ca« 
closed tbe gate, tbe same meloncboty wailings were 
renewed. 

Then the dtican sent his son to inform the Ihija of 
these strange things, who having come to the gate m 
person, and having satisfied himself of the truth of 
those lamentable sounds, commanded the Kajhpoot to 
go forth and seek tbe author of them, and never to 
letum into bis presence until he was fully informed of 
every thing coDceiDiiig them With humble respect 
the dewan immediately obeyed fais lord s command, 
and went forth , bat no sooner had he departed than 
tbe king, thinking within himself that he had not 
done wisely in sending n single man unsujijiorted 
upon such a sen ice, drew his scimitar and followed 
him out of the gate directly, charging Behnda son to 
open the gate unto none saie theinseJres But king 
Sailrak was unable to find the dnean, be haiiug 
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entered tlie tomb at the foot of winch he Iiad Lmll 
hi3 little hut. 

While he was anxiously pursuing Ins search 
among the rums, Bclind suddenlj found himself 
in the presence of a roost lovely damseh exceedingly 
young and graceful, the radiant splendour of whose 
countenance shod a Lnght light throughout the 
vaulted apartnieut The tfeiean fell U])On Ins face 
before the exquisite beauty , "Oh, Luohtm*' cried 
he, "*111031 glonous goddess of fchcit) , wherefore dost 
thou ihup inouro and lament ? " 

"Ah, tniserablo Oelind, replied the goddess, "hast 
thou forgotten my commands ? hast thou not expelled 
me from m) abode in the gateway of King Sadrak, by 
hnnging into my presence ihy disgraced wife, whose 
life was dearer to thee (lian her honour Miserable 
man, thou art the ram of the noble prince who has 
80 generonsly sheltered and bcfncndtd thee In 
consequence of ihy crime, am I compelled to with- 
draw tny favour and protection from the palace of the 
king 

Behnd trembled with fear, and his whole frame 
became distended with remoTse , he uttered a stifled 
groan, and buried his face in the dust, as he 
sobbed forth, — "Oh, thou most redoubtable Goddess ' 
may not the extreme cDntntion of thy slave be dis- 
played, and thy faiourbe regamed for my lord tbe 
king by the voluntary saendee of thy slaves hfe? ’ 

" Nay , thou faithless miscreant, rcjdied th** god 
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“ of wliat octoani is Uiy sullied life ? to wlioin 
nouIJitbc icctiitablc ^ Kut mark me, m tiic pii* 
rity and perfcctiuii of thy sons soul could 1 find 
pleasure, liiin will 1 condescend to receive as an 
atonement , and hanng uttered these words the 
goddess vniidicJ Hereupon ihc penitent Belmd 
rose from ll c canli, and taking Ins sabre, returned 
to the gate, where, m the presence of Ins wife, 
he declared to his son oil (hat had befallen him 
Then his son, rising with n amilc of rapture oti lits 
lips, bowed his head and exclaimed — “ Fortunato 
indeed am I become, Ob fatficr, that J am thus sc- 
lected to re-esiublish the prosperity of king Sadrak, 
our most noble pniice Strike, my father, for m truth 
I am rejoiced thus to quit life 
" Let me embrace thee, mice only one, cned the 
weeping mother, ' and now farewell, •—what less can 
we do ? Sinks, Behnd ' 

Then the dewati drew his sword, and at one 
blow struck olT the head of his eon, and as the life 
less trunk rolled heavily npon the ground he thus 
spoke “ Here indeed is a full atonement for my 
folly, and a proof of my devotion to my lord s cause 
but having destroyed xay only child, what comfort 
remains to me ? assuredly my life is a fruitless 
burdeu Thus having said, be raised his sword 
still warm with the blood of his son and plunged it 
into his own heart Beholding this, the wife and 
inoiher felt her spirit ilie witbin her and taking the 
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<lag"cr from licr liiisbanils gtrdlc, she was aboul lo 
liberate her «otil, when King Sadrak relumed, and 
imjmred the meaning of this l»loo<ly sjwctacic. Slie 
infonnoil him fully of all thal had passed, and imme- 
diately buried the dagger in her bosom. 

" The noble monarch, looking with the deepest 
regret and admiration ujKm the prostrate corpses of 
these devoted sen ants, was penetrated lo the sou! 
with anguish, and proudly excl uming, “ Thus to dit 
IS glory," he unsheathed his scimitar, and was about 
to put an ?nd to bis life, when the goddess Loclmn, 

*' Danghter o( Oceea anJ primeval Night, 

U'ho fed with moonbeams droppincnhrr dew, 

And cradled in a wild wave dancing light, 

Saw with a smile new shores and crealores new,‘*» 

descended before him, and the weapon remained sus- 
pended 

“ Stay thy hand," said the goddess, in a voice of 
mercy, ” IS not ibis suflicieni ^ I w ill renew my 
guard over thy reign, and again ihou shall prosper 
"Oh, goddess,' cried the king, filling prostrate, 
" wherefote should \ny hand be stayed, when my life 
has become hateful to me, and mj kingdom a bur- 
den ? If thou legardcst my devotion, command that 
these tny servants be restored to animation, and let 
my Worthless life be taken in exchange." 

“ Enough, said Lucbmi, •* I am fully satisfied with 
• Hymn to Lnchmi, tiuilated from tbe SMiaknt, by Sir W Jones 
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tb} piety, and lliy genennis affection for tliy sen ants , 
bo thou for ever prosjjerons, and receive tbe obeisante 
ofthy slaves ’ On ibesewordstbe prostrate bodies of 
Bcbnd, Ins wife, and sou, became re animated, and 
arose to pay boinagc to the deity, but sLc bad ta 

nisbed and tbe Kin^j had returned to Ins cbainber . 

Now when uiormng was come, and tbe Ilaji was 
present m tbe assembly of Ins counsellors and ebitf 
iiniiisters, he sent for the deiran, and inquired of 
Imn vvlience aiosc the duturbance in tbe niglit tune , 
and Bebnd being nniuformed of wbai bn wife 
bad declared unto the king, was desirous of cout-eal 
mg his uienc, and rqdicd, “Ob, Iviug' an utifor^ 
tunate female wejit, but she has departed on ber 
Then the king was greatly pleased and sad alou 
before the council, “How can tbis most Ttrtiious 
servant be sdhcicully rewarded?" and having 
Uted Ins history to the cluck there assembled, 
he with bis own hand adjusted upon Be n s 
IvcTson a most nnnee!/ lAilat (dress of honor) w ic i 
W InJ orJereJ to 1« rtr""”*- 

Upon him one fourth part «f lu’ tcmlory, an ina c 
bis son lieir to Ins entire dominions 

Wbertfore then isU not apporeni that “ndtvoted 
urangcr is mom dear than a nrj,1ectf«l relation , but 
an unkind kinsman is less esteemed than an utter 
stranger? I here is also another saving,—" In I'cn' 

IS tt frund proved, in battle a licro. in wealth a reh- 
tnoiis person, a «i-.einaii in itorrriv, m calaimlv a 
kuivnian ” 
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Inr fortress of Deig is atout sixty mites nonlu 
west Iroin Agra, upon an cmiDencc in tlic Blmrtpore 
range of UiUs U is said to be of very great anuciuuy, 
tboiigb It was but a humble fortification before it wai 
rebuilt by the great Emperor Akbur A curious 
legend is told of this place, and made to assume the 
impoilance oT history by vbe support of Abyl Tozil, 
"to the effect that afier a very elegant and crtensire city 
bad been completed on this spot by the Emperor, jt 
was suddenly swallowed up by an earthr^uake, together 
With all Its wiforlunale mbabitants Certain it is that 
for very many years, the place, having become n heap 
of ruins, was utterly abandoned and shunned with 
superstitious awcbythepeopleof those parts In 1760, 
however, Suraj Mohl, the Jhat Raja found a few cot. 
lages inhabited upon the spot and these he soon con- 
verted into a fortified town for the occupation of his 
troops, wl o, some sears afltmards having become dis. 
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alTi ctM, trcncticmmlv cnnspiml to ] lacc u in tlic [lati I 
of tin* insurgent Netyif Khan In i787, however, itwni 
r<scai>tnre() the ami I/t (hem occ»pi<'<1 niittl 
It fiDWforc lhel>c«j4g«>gnnn^ of I/onJ I^kc.ij) )b05 
The place IS nffs h*tlc more thin a town of mm anil 
dcsohlion, for the mhihitcil pin of u forms h^ far the 
snulhr portion Some of these rctniins arc equal m 
hcantj to any that ore to he found in Delhi or Agra, 
and though, chiefly of the mtneera are singulirly to 
netl in their style and design 

It IS quite hughabte to hehotd with whit uneasy 
jealousy the natives, especially the lower errfers, uni- 
versally regard the movemciiti of tlic cvplonrg Euro- 
peiti fts he clatnhcrs from mm to nun, from tonih to 
banquet hall , and at lint the inevprnenced lotcr of 
nntt<iuuies is at a loss to account for the persetenng 
nssidutl) with which his steps are doggcil and his 
actions watched hy these intruders upon his pnmey 
tic cannot long remain m ignorance of the cause of 
this persecution , for nfler Inniig delighted his eyes 
with carved mouldings and prostrate columns, half 
legible inscnptions, and moss grown sculptures , after 
having examined and re examined certain up turned 
tablets oqd crumbling ornaments , after having often 
used his nalhing cane for a crow bar, and the toe of 
Ins boot as a substiiotcfor apick axe, andbavisgcon 
veyed to the capacious recesses of his shooting jacket 
pocket certain valuable lemnanta of mosaic work or 
fragments of jasper and blood«tone, some impertinent 
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'nainc.inorc forward llianOie rest, will \enlurt to coin 
pUinewx Uvin upon the success o( Uis scatcli, and assure 
him that the excellent knowledge of the English leads 
lliem to the imraediale discovery of treasure without 
the necessity of implements, whereas an ignorant man 
of the country would have toiled all day with hia 
tools, and have thought himself fortunate to hate found 
even a single small com or trinket A hlack inau can- 
not possibly comprehend what other object than gam 
can allure the wanderer to explore those scenes of 
desolation , if you speak of a curiosity, he understands 
a piece of ancijnt money which may he converted 
into current coin, or a jewelled relic which may he 
bartered or melted down to serve the same purpose It 
will he found impossthle to connote him that history 
or antiquarian research have anything to do with the 
piirsiut and he is somewhat lUchned to regard it as 
an act of poaching, on infringement of his legal right, 
to search for treasure among the rams of his own city 
This may he easily believed, when it is understood, 
ilut in every ancient Mussulman city, when the ruins 
arc extensive, there are generally some hun’dreds of 
treasure hunters who make this calling their regular, 
or raiher 1 should say insular, means of subsistence 
In former times of revolution and rapine, wxs the 
invariable custom of all the wealthy to conceal their 
Tichesinsomepnvate recess about ibeir oiausions, and, 
to this day, many are the families who arc suddenly 
nised from abject poverty to comparative luxury, 
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by a lucky find in walls, or wells, or secret niclies 
Some, are exceedingly artful and ingenious in tbeir 
ways and means of discoTeniig these deposits of trea- 
sure, and 1 believe considerable skill can alone render 
It a very profitable trade, unless the goddess Luchmi 
should condescend to guide the seeker 

Beyond the walls of Deig the country is for some 
miles dotted witb the remains of gardens and basins of 
water, and many very handsome buildings The sub- 
ject of the engraving, which illustrates or is illustrated 
by this article, is one of these It is a picturesque object, 
though when nearly approached it loses zoitrli of its 
iinpuTtance and beauty, being built of bnck, overlaid 
with white plaster to imitate marble, of which it has all 
the resplendent appearance when viewed at a distance. 
The building is called the Shrine of M ohummed kalm, 
a ISfussulman chief, who figured in the history of these 
provinces contemporary with Afrasiab, and who after 
death became sainted , bat for what cause t was un- 
able to ascertain His hfe certainly does not appear 
to have displayed any great piety, for history repre- 
sents him to have been a mao of a naturally ferocious 
disposition, debased by intemperaoce and tbe reckless , 
indnlgenceof avengeful temper and inordinate avance. 
Of ibis th6 following passage mil be sufficient evidence 
It presents a stnking picture of tbe insubordination 
and intngue which have nowhere been earned to a 
more fearful height than in the government of tfie 
kingdom of Delhi Tlie flux and reflux of power, the 
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iiourly revulsion of the pnhlic will, the insiahihty of 
jMipularity and command in lUe wild tumult of alternate 
despotism and anarchy, cannot I bclici e he illustrated 
hy ancient or modem history more fully than in the 
following incidents, which I present to the reader as 
an example of the character of my hero, whose me- 
mory is sainted among the Mussulmans and upheld 
ns a pattern of excellence. 

In the reign’ of Shah Anlum, Emperor of Delhi, 
the office of vizier had long since been matter 
of rivalry between Afrasiah and Mirza Zaffi Kahn, 
but the fcmer being a chief of great influence, and 
being much beloved by the people, continued In pow er, 
notwithstanding it was ramonred that the nflectionof 
the Emperor was m favour of Mirza Zaffi, to whom 
he had given a command of troops upon the borders. 
At tbe same time Mohuromed Kahn, Uie subject of 
this sketch, was governor of the Fort of Agra, and be- 
tween him and Afrasiah there bad for many years 
existed a bitter enniily, which daily circumstances 
continued to inflame, until at last the ever watchful 
Mohummed Kahn, taking advantage of certain politu 
cal disorders in the capital, determined upon seizing 
this opporturnity of slaking his raiiconrous thirst for 
vengeance. He entered into a conspiracy with the 
equally euviom Mirza ZalB. and laid a acliema for 
allumig tlie miaiatet from lire conn, so Hat las nral 
tang al land aiil. lia iroq,, nuj|,t enlct tie city 
and usur^i the office of vazme. ^ 

X 
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With this view Mirza Zaffi collected a large 
force, and dividing them jnlo small bodies, advanced 
within one days march of the capital, and then 
Mohummed Kahn having issued from the fori of 
rfigra with a small band of hw adherents, made a 
descent upon and laid waste the private estate of the 
Vizier, which that nohteman no sooner ascertained 
than he obtained the Emperors pennission to punish 
the offender, with a strong body of troops fiom the 
ganison Then immediately as Afrasiah quitted 
Delhi, Mirza Zaffi marched lo, and boldly ad 
vancing bis men into the very palace of the Em 
peror, he was at once proclaimed Vizier by that im 
beetle monarch, who also was persuaded to bestow 
upon him the band of the Begum Khadejas daughter, 
together with a large sum of money os a dowry 

Being orer-elated with bis estraordinary success, 
the new Vizier threw off that courteous and fascinating 
address which, for a time, bod gamed him the voice 
of the nobles and officers around the Kings person, 
and displayed bis character in its true colors, before 
he Iiad become drmlv established in bis new dignity 
His conduct became suddenly so overbeoniig and 
imperious that bis adherents fell off from him daily , 
those who had been moat active in Ins support were 
speedily his bittcre*t foes, and as fully determined 
upon hts remoiol os they bad been anxious for Ins 
success Compiraciea were springing tip in all 
quarters uitl m the aty anl llie court, but llicir 



DFIO 


I 


ngtiicy was Tcn<lered unnccessaj^ b} tbc policy of 
Afnisiab, to wbom news of ibc revolvUion Inti been 
earned before lie had amved at hw jaghtr At the 
sajDc lime, the supplanted mini’iicr being unprepared 
fuT the reaction in his favor which <«» suddenly took 
efleci at court, deliberated upon his means of re- 
dress, and finding himself with loo small o force 
to act unsupported m open defiance of the Emperor, 
he prudently changed the object of his expedition, 
and instead of chastising Mohumineil Kahn for Ins 
aggression, he fonhmih madcorertnres of coalescence 
with that chief promising him an equal share with 
1 imsclf III the administration Mohummed Kahn, 
cscT ready for cuterpnze, erer zealous m bis own 
cause, and panting for power, without demur acceded 
to thje proposal, united his troops with those of 
Afrasiab, and with this ponerful force the insurgents 
now ■maiched agamst the capital On their route 
thither they persuaded many disaffected chiefs to 
accompany them with their armies, and by pnrate 
emissaries the} even succeeded in winning over to 
their cause several of the chief among the nobles at 
court, andhkewise M Panhn a French officer coin 
raanding the troops of the renowned Begum Sumroo 
It appears however that the rebels pressed their 
confidence rather loo far at court, for some of the 
chiefs, hecoming alarmel for their own safety, dis 
covered the plot to the Emperor, and urged upon him 
the necessity of dismissing the perfidious minister, 
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Tlie news of Ons fonniilaWe confederacy excued 
icmyc ajipTclicnsion al court, l»ut the Pnnee Mirza 
Ju\nn, son of ihc Ctnpcror, at once undcrtooJv, in 
co-opcralion vnili M Paolm, lo meet ando\crtlirow 
llic relielarmj. Tins spirited and salutary advice, 
liowercr, was imforlunatcly over ruled by llic niltigue 
of tUc Begum Kliadcja, wlio apprclicnsive of evil to 
licr son in law, Mirza Zaili, persuaded tlie Emperor 
10 embrace au amvcable ncgociaiion, to wliicli Shalt 
Aulum, wall the irresolution and pusillanimity which 
marhed the latter years of liis reign, acceded , and the 
Pnnee Mirza Juwan, accompanied hy M Faulm aud 
Latafat Kahn, was charged with the embassy. 

The traitors, having signified their readiness to 
accept a compromise admitted the roj al ambassadors 
to their camp, hut through a wanton love of bloodshed 
and vengeance, they surrounded the council tent with 
an ambush, took the chiefs with their followers 
pnsoaets, and, without delay, barbarously murdered 
M Paulin and burnt out ibe eyes of Latafut Then 
niakii g their own terms as to the ransum of the 
Pnnee s life, they marched in iruimph and entered 
the city of Delhi, where the enfeebled monarch was 
covnpeUed to receive ihcm with every mark of royal 
favour and aflVction Mirza Zafli was immediately 
rciusialcd m tlvc digiuly of prime tmmstcr, and the 
other conspirators were loaded with titles and honors 
but the faithless Mirza fmtbless to the most solemn 
TOWS which ihrou^ SDsijiwm. 
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seized anti detuned his right hand, which, being pre- 
concericd, was tlie signal for his dcaUi-blo*'. Tlit 
slate who rode behind Mohninmcd Khan drew his 
dagger and stabhed the Vizicr to the heart. 

When the news of this trcachciy was made known 
to the Emperor, the assassins were rcceitcd hj tint 
weak TQonarch with every expression of pleasure, and 
\hc office of Vizier was immedialely ctmfcrfcd wpon 
Afrasiab. Mohnmmcd Khan was also greeted wiih 
marks of tbe Kings approbation, and was invested 
with the command of a province, where he continued 
somewhat out of reach of court iningnc for many 
years*, bm having on some occasion oflered an 
indignity to his old ally and enemy, Afrasiab, he fell 
a virtim to the reiengc of that remorseless villain, 
and was buned in the ncinitj of iLe spot where ho 
had accomplished the assassination of Mirza Zaffi. 
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climatr j»aniciilarly fto*-* ; in all It nmit Ita'e 

U'eu a fillin'^ fur tius ptat and 

inv'narch, wUotc nanw w row'l ty tli*-* natirt"* ti'i 
\e«>^ \lian \lia\ nf Als'A'wltT \lie Gtvrat* 

Tins sutnptnotis range of palaces, »Kc«pt‘'d solely 
\»y tlicTO)a\ linmi-Wd, wan, 1 belicte, nimsalW iti 
fxtcni and magniBcciice ilirnuglioui tlie wuilil. U is 
nowaljfrap of deserted nnns, nlthoiigli foutnUsl ijni 
wore lUaij iwo liuiulrcd anil seventy jcani siija*. It 
is utterly siibvcrlcd, and all iw nnldost buildings otr* 
prcrttrait*, exceed one nr two taered sbrines of ^Iwlcrn 
ninta, and tlic lUte entrance, tvlitclt are atiU Lcpl fit 
Tcpair. Of tltc otlicr principal edifices there Is in 
mosi eases just so mocli left siatnllng as to rcuder 
tlicir original purposes apjvaTcnt, and to tsiucc the 
cxiTantdinan* gfandewr of their design and the rich* 
ness of liicJT decomlions} but rutlcbport SiVri, lihi* 
mlier places of great celcimty in llindosian 
,lias been so fsTonrite a ibemc of modem tnntUm, 
that a verbal description of it would only wtarv my 
readers; for, those wbo initc a dcliglil in ilic biaiory 
of the oriental world arc doubtless alr«id) familiar 
trith tjic details of tins famous place; uliilo if I 
attempted to describe tbem. those who are indifilrctil 
lo vile futjcrt •BtraU UysuMc nij loliimc wiih tint 

eltiMvc OT,i irretricraUp at-clamlioii of tlitia,,^ 
litcly and ItatocHIy „yle.l an nsciLition, „l,id, goc, 
mnta WltoW to Iho Wrt of n rruumpiuon, autlmt 
tl.Mi ilie 10051 poignom aiucU ot open cainure To 
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those t\ho are neither well acqnaintcd with the won- 
ders to which I refer, nor insensible to their merits, 
if proved, I give this modest assurance, — that tlie 
annexed plate is the finest illustration that could be 
offered them, and more eloquent than a whole chapter 
of words. It is a part of the ancient serai,ani over- 
looks the site of the arena, which was used by 
the Emperors for chariot races and wild beast fights. 

There is one curious fact in the history of the 
great Ahbur, which I have never rnci with in the 
Engluh language, and therefore I shall not hesitate 
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BninnMis nUtiljulc U» unbrolicn ino<ipcrjt} , d»Ting a 
reign of peace and plenty, extending oetr liulf a 
century The wiraailons talcs wliitli are tolil and 
Lelieved of Aklmr and his school of soothsayers are, 
aft \ ftftid, innnTOtTaVAtt, Mvd c«ta\n\y vaavvy art very 
ingenious, and appear to carry with them very con- 
vincing evidence of their troth 

Of all the dealers m magic throughout the Indian 
Empire, those of Surat appear to have been most 
celebrated , and cetunnly some of their pri-diclions 
have been of that nature which at onto confounds 
the sceptic, and leaves him only the option of follow- 
ing Addisons advice touching ghost stones I can- 
not answer for words, I quote them from memory— 
“ wc must not entirely believe them, because they 
may he false , we roust not altogether disbelieve 
them, because they may be true 

A very scarce and ciinows work has just come into 
roj possession, entitled — ‘ A Vojage to Suralt, in 
the year 1089, by J Covington, M A , Chaplain to 
his Majesty , a work which is highly complimented 
mthe Harleian Catalogue, Vol II p 698, The 
reader, I take for granted, will readily pardon my 
quoting a page or two from the qunnily written diary 
of this reverend gentleman, recouniiug a very sin 
gular instance of cwcumstaotial accuracy in one of 
these prophets , and aficr pernsal, 1 doubt noi but ho 
will jom in the pretty things smO to the author in 
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Bralmun, .mWoUn |,r„,ponty. durm. a 
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ccntnrj The n,.n>c,ilou> .ales rtncl. arc told a„l 
W.crcd of AKbor aod h., sebool of s^.bsayers ar" 
“ said, .nnomerable, and eertaml^ many arc very' 
ocmous, and appear to earry ».,b tbein very eoZ 
vincing endcncc of tbcir truth ^ 

I-e been of .bat nature X,. , 

the sceptic, and leaves him only the 0 ^"^' '“"'"""ds 

tng Addison, advice tone, 

not answer for words, I quote them fror, ' 

"tve must not -..rely \ebeve them 

iiiay be false , we must not altogether d'l'a'b 

them, because they may be true thelieve 

A very scarce and curious well has 
my possession, cnutled-- A Voyage to o 
the year 1689, by J Coving, „„ Ch T “ 

111, Majesty , a work which e, highly ’e„m 
in the Harleian Catalogue, Vol n °‘"P'™™tcd 
reader, I tale f„e g„„md, will readiU Li 
iiuoting a page or two from the qua, ml, ‘ 
of tin, reverend gentleman, mcountinn’""'" 
gidar instance of c.rcnmsmnnal ® ° 
these prophet,. andXt^ , T"™ «r 
ivHl join the p” u Ai.'Z”'''-,' ”« >10 

P rttv thrag, sard ,» ,he au,h„, 
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an otle prefixed to the booh, in which his friend as- 
sures biin, 

“ Y ou have so hvelj yonr Di«cov’nes V, nt, 
tVe Reade and Vojage with 3*00 a« we sit. 

U ith }ou haise Sail and reach the Indian Shoare, 

The renle Scene coo’d scarce delight us more ” 

" For Astrolouie and Natural PkystcK, sajs our 
aiicieut author, •* the Indian Brahmins account 
thenuehes slill lertf eminent and renouned, by 
uhich (hey foretel sachdutaui Occurrences, and 
effect such sirony Operations as seem to Men xery 
wonderfiiU and astoiiishiny, and not to be done 
v.ilkoul some secret Recourse to Ike Jnnsihle Spirits, 
or fatntUanUf mlh Supernatural Powers, lie 
reade the tame of some excellent aiictent Ph\losO‘ 
phers, so harndin thellorks of A'ntureos thereby 
to poiKf out the times both of Echpsts in the Pla- 
nets and Commotions \n ike State, Earikiiwalts and 
Inundations, 5'/orfns at Sea, and Playues at Land 
And that the Reader may see that their extraordinary 
Skill m may teal Operations tsnof yet tvnisht, 1 mil 
here relate a Story of them, whtek 1 remember was 
often pvhlicUy repeated by the last President at Su- 
rat!, Barlkolomeio Jlams.eonerrntny a certain Brnh- 
OTJii, tn ike tune of the iVrsirfenty of Mr. Aunyers^ 
icho forilold Iks ^Irrirnt of a certain Enylmk skip 
srirral Jlfrw//n afore she came to the Harbour. 
Pretiilenl Avpyers heiny under a dnturhance of his 
mind, and oppress J xnik some perpfej-l Thovghis for 
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Il'afl/ of InttUt^enee fron En^tanJ, teas dnireJ Ay 
Iht Jirahmin PAyifcwn, *fA<» olsnt'tl hi* Grxt/and 
the MetanchoUe efhit Spint. the Utaxon of Ah CVn- 
cen f>fid dejected LwU, trilh a cheer/uU Trn<lervf 
hh Serrice and HVliajaeta ta ttJmtnisltf ft* Aim m 
ani/lhtnj that mijht coniritule Ip the rontirui^Aii 
Malady, and to kt$ Cure 

•• The P/eddenl laid him, that it irai t^yonrf the 
PoKer Ilf Physttk la heal ha Diuase, of aliate that 
Diilemper he {abottrtd under; that no Cordial eou’d 
rerift Tlxouyhtt, but Setet/rom Cnglan(Uvr cheer hit 

IffOTl, exetpl it were the SijM of an En5^^^^ Shipp 
tehich he had hnj expected, but now detpatred of, 

* If «a EfiQlith Ship, then,' tays the Jirohtniti, ‘ it 
your only Cure, he pleated to yire me htare to be oi- 
sentfor three or four Days/ and / <ja«/ion tiol, hy 
that Time, but to remore your Trouble, find hnny you 
undoubted Keirsof that Medicine you lonyfor. Upon 
which the President consented to kts departure for 
that Time, and withal promised him, as on Encoti- 
rajemrnl to hit Skill, a nth Paramm, or Indian 
MantU,for a Reward H j(Am/o«r Pays the Brnh-^ 
min return d, and,ttdilfessmy hnnsetf to the President, 
assured him that, at mck a Time, an EnyUsh Ship 
iroiifa arrire at Suratt Rivers Mouth, with such a 
jtiir/icK?rtr Person, who had formerly been sn India, 
onloardher; and that on such a paftieidar Day of 
the .Month, he would arrive at Ike Custom-house of 
Suratt, heforr Fleren in the Mommy The President, 
jdtasdinlh tkis.issnrance and ths confident Relation 
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an ode prefixed to the book, in winch Ins fnenJ as- 
sures him, 

“ You have so lively your Dkcov ries U nt, 

We fteaJe and Voyage with you as we ei(, 

If t(h you hof'e Sat) aatl reach tlic Indian Shonre , 
The «ole Scwie cou’d scarce delight as more ” 

" For AilroloQU and Nalural Phyttck,' sa^s our 
ancient author, *' the Jftlian Brahnnns account 
themsehee still very eminenl and renotcned, hy 
uktch they foretel suehJutant Occurrences, and 
effect ««cA etrony Operations ns teem to Jlfen lery 
uonderfiitt and astomshiny, and not to be done 
without some secret Recourse to the Initsible 
or familianlie with Supernatural Powers. lie 
re'ide the tame of tome excellent ancient Philoso- 
phers, so learn dtn (he iVoris of Nature as thereby 
to point out Ike time* both o/ Eclipses in the Via- 
nets and Commotions m Me State, Earlhyuahes and 
Invndatiofis, Stoms at Sea, and Playues at Land 
And that the Ueader may tee that then extraordinary 
Skill tn ino^scnf C/ierations tsHot jiet lORis/it, Jicill 
here relate a Story of tkem,uhich t remember iriis 
often puhUckly repealed by the last President at Su- 
ratl, Bartholomew dIaTru,coneerHiny a ecrlatn Brah- 
min, in the time of the Pretidency of Mr, Aunyert 
tiho foretold the Arrsial ef a certain Fnyhsh thip 
sereral Manlhs afore the came to the JIarionr 
President Aunyers hnny under a disturbance of his 
mind, and oppressd teilh some perpirxt Thouyhtsfor 
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Wanlof Intelligence ftont l’ifyianil,irai dtured ty 
the JJraAmin PA^iicwn, vho obirrrd hit Cn^ajK^ 
the MelanchoUe of hit htpini, the Uffliwi' of hit Cun- 
rem nn«f tlejtcteJ Look*, trilA « ehrerfutl Tender of 
An SfrrjCf ajirf il7Nuijnrs3 to admtnitler (o htn iii 
anijikiaij that nuyht contribute to the retncralofhtt 
Maladij,aiul to liif Cure 

" The Preudenl htd him, that it teas le^ond the 
Voieer nf Phi/sick to heal ki$ DUfair, or abate that 
Distemper he hilourtd under; that no Cordial eoxt’d 
rente Thoughts, bnt Setrsfrom England, or cheer hit 
Heart, txetpi it tcere the Sight of art English Ship, 
xehieK he had long expected, noto of, 

• If an English Ship, then, sags the Druhtitm, * h 
your only Cure, he pleased togiieme Leare to be ab- 
sent for three or four Days' find S question not, by 
that Time, but to remore your Trouble, and briny you 
undoubted flWrcinc yow fori/? ^br. Upon 

tehich the President consented to lua departure for 
that Time, anei iri/Aal promised him, ns an Encou- 
ragemenl to his Shit, a rich P«i-fl»irn, or Indian 
Mantte.for a Reteard lllthinfour Days the Drnh- 
ttiin return d, attd.addressing hmsetf to lhepTei.\dt»t, 
assured him that, at such <t Time, an EiigUsh Ship 
leould arrne at Suratl Riiers Mouth, iiilh such a 
particular Persim, who had formerly been in India, 
on loard^MT, and that on sack a particular Day of 
the Month, he would arrne at the Cvslom-house of 
Surnlt, before Plnen »« the Morning The President, 
<A*'^*i«raR««iia Ihu cun/ident Ilelation 
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of the Brahmin, dnerted ktmself with the thoughts of 
il for some time, and a little after, rehears d it jocu- 
larbj, at a puhhck Dinner, to all the Factors The 
young Men who heard this Discourse, did, sometime 
after, recollect with themselves, as they were walking 
down ike Banks of the River, to enjoy the Morning 
Breeze, that this was the critical Mot ning foretold 
by ike Brahmin, when an English Skip should arrtie, 
and such a particular Person m her The thoughts 
of it hastened them back towards the Custom house, to 
enquire if iheie were any English Jt^eus, and upon 
their return were surprud at the Sight of an English 
Boat, which they espied was rowing up the River, 
and, were no sooner armed at the Custom house, but 
they found the Englishman, who had been expected, 
til her The Neus of Ihts was tery gratfull to ike 
President, and not vngratefuH to the Brahmin, who 
Teemed a curious Paramtn from the Hands of the 
CovernouT, whom he had obUg d tealh so faithful and 
particular a Prophe/ick Relation 

" rind the worthy President, Mr Hams, who had 
himself been sometimes in Distress for English Hews, 
has likewise told me of a Brahmin s Proposals to him, 
of bringing him undoubted Intelligence how the Com 
panysajjairs in Pngland stood, within the space of 
fcrur days , hut that he dared not to accept of the Pro- 
position, because he was confident (hat it dtjwwled 
upon the Asstslanee of a Famibar, ^nd surely those 
Sprightly Beings can easily despnieh a eery tedious 
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Virtue Olliers tlicrc arc, however, whose conduct has 
tended gicntly to overthrow the public faith m these 
matters, those who, for the accomphshnicnt of sims* 
ter purposes, have allowed and encouraged a false 
belief, that they were in communion with, and in the 
enjoyment of, superaaturaJ powers from sjurits of an- 
olliLi world, until the deceit has heen discovered 
By the frauduleut behaviour of two such persons, not 
long Since, was the simple credulity of the people 
abused, and discredit for a while befel magic and the 
magicians in all the country round about Fultehpore 
Sikri, and Agra 

Trusting that my readers are disposed to be en 
tcrtained with this very curious subject, I shall m 
few’words relate the circumstance here alluded to, 
begging them to rely upon toy assurance that the 
story — even if it be by wilful misrepresentation or 
flccidenla] misconceplioo, by an over anxiety for the 
full display of truth, or the insensible influence of the 
imagination, in any measure embellished — is never- 
theless founded upon fact, built wiUi the materials of 
original rtaliiy, and its base aupportecl by the most 
substantia] testimony 

I have noticed the wild romantic appearance of 
the range of hills upon whicli Futlchpore Sikri is 
elevated , and certainly no place could be mort. ap- 
propriate to the dark and mysterious tales of magic, 
or the deeds of carnage and intrioues of a bloody and 
despotic court, than the interminable rums of forts 
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and tombs wliicli are •^cattcrwl in all directions along 
tbc cluuu The jilale gi\es a represcnlatnm of the 
cottnVTv on ihe souib of tltc Buna range beuveen 
rcUiehporc bibn and Agra, and not far from iVie 
scLne of the storj winch I am about to relate 

Among the rums here alluded to arc those of an 
ancient ina\i>»oltnin, commonly known b} the name of 

tut JAOD nHAEt 

though whv so called none can c\pUin, since the 
extreme anv\q\nt> of the bmldn^ Im left, neither by 
bisioT} nor iraduion, aijy account or fair conjecture ol 
Its origin, the date of lU consiruclion, or of the rank 
or iiaiioi of him m honor of whom u was erected 
rrom tune unmemon'tl it conunned to be the resort 
of the religions, both among Hindoos and Mussul- 
mans, who worshipped the unknown saint with equal 
devotion, until the occurrence of which I am about to 
speak raised in their minds some awkward appre- 
hensions lest the place should happen to be tenanted 
bj a race of spirits iniinicable to those whom they 
were accustomed to tni-oke within its walls 

The Jaod Bhae, though by no moans an extensive 
building, was of elephaniino stability, upon the plan 
of an octagon, having a solitary chaiuhcr wilhm, tbc 
breadth of winch was something less than the thick- 
ness oC its walls, and thp«e were very maiiv het of 
solid imsonry It was raided upon a terniLe about 
file fict in height, and was coicreJ hj a massive 
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ilotoe, moss-grown and blackened with nge, but still 
unimpaired in strengUi The lower parts of the 
structure alone ohowed symptoms of decay, a foot or 
two of solid masonry having been eaten away all 
round the base by damp and corrosion, or worn by 
the touch of the devotees, who according to the 
accounts of the nahves have continued their iisits to 
It through thousands of successive generations 

Dark and mystenous was the place within, the 
foot fall was re echoed ten tbousaud times with hol- 
low reverberatioDs, and the voice was earned circling 
up to the vaulted roof in solemn swells of roost un- 
earthly sound, which could not fail lo startle the 
intruder and make him strive to penetrate with 
carious eye the impervious gloom which filled the 
!i fey dome Bats sod noisome reptiles, hitherto un 
seen, revealed themselves the instant they were dis- 
turbed by the eulrance of a visitor , and it required 
no small uerre there to remain nnd keep the nund 
intent upon devotion, while repeating even a short 
prayer, amid the hissing of suakes, llie loathsome 
creeping of lizards, the screaming and flapping of 
vampires, and the cOTicerted accompaniment of innu- 
merable ohnoxiOHS lenmn, and yet thousands there 
were who braved all these terrors lo seek favor of this 
saint unknown 

Four or flic years since two soldiers of the East 
India Company s European Regiment who were 
then cantoned at Agra applied to ifieir commanding 
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officer for leave of absence from their military ilulics 
for a few Ca^s, upon the plea of seeking for some 
treasuTO among the mins in the neighbourhood, 
affirming that ihev had certain intelligence of a spot 
where it could be found It being b} no means of 
rare occuTTcnce that coitt and valuables, even to a 
verj large amount, arc found among the cnimbling 
tombs and palaces, and the men being of goml cha- 
racter, the commanding officer acceded to their re- 
quest, tbe> obtained a foilnighis kare of alienee, 
aud departed, nobodj knew or enquired whilher At 
the expiration of tbeir term of absence thej returned 
to tbeiT duty, but without bavmg made the discovery 
of which they had declared thom«elve5 so sanguine, 
jet having conducted themselves well, os far as was 
known, during their period of leave, they found no 
difficnUv in renewing it shortly afterwards On the 
expiration of their libertj, however, they were this 
time at fank, they did not rejoin the rink^, nor 
vrere any tidings to be gained of them among iheir 
comrades Orders were issued for ibeir apprehension, 
as deserters, and parties searched the rums in all 
datcctions, jci no news could be gleaned of them by 
any means no one had seen or heard of them 

Some weeks after the disappearance of these men it 
was reported among ihe natires that the saint whom 
they were accustomed to worship at the Jaod Chae 
had become di«lurbed by some misconduct or sacri- 
legious transgression of the people, for llwl m more 
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tlian one uistance, Htelj, strange noises, as of anger, 
and of fiend like laugliter and mockery, had been 
heard by the devotees viithin the chamber, so that 
tljey became exceedingly tenifieO, and dared not to 
ventare there, except la cojupjnj of the pnests and 
holy men » 

One evening as a party of women, carrying upon 
their heads lai^e bundles of raw cotton, chanced to 
pass tiie Jaod Bbae after dusk, a tall figure wrapt lu 
a black mantle suddenly appeared in the lery midst 
of them The terror strnken females for a second 
were rooted to the spot, their breath suspended, tlicir 
eyes si urluig from the sockets, as they gazed upon 
the cadaverous and earth stained visage of tlivir super* 
natural visitor Then uith a simultaneous shnek 
they dropped their bAo/cs and fled, wuU scared and 
trembling steps, in all directions over the rums ^'Vhell, 
— by devious routes over the wild and desolate plain, 
their speed continualh increased as each succcssixc 
heap of luirs became peopled willi the gbacily 
creatures of their afTnghteil fancies, — they at last 
antrrd at haiue, and told tlicir piteous talc to their 
husbands, the meu were distressed at the loss of the 
cotton, and were mclined to think that ibcir timid 
jiartners had been needlessly nlarined by stubUnly 
encountering some wandcniig fulhtf among the 
tombs tbey therefore determined upon setting fortli 
in a hoilj 10 the iWe, in ord r to hnng lion c tin. 
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coVion*, not wlUiout a retcnrt! llnlitaln. ^ho 
woqU ttUc lo vrolect tbraJ glichtU crit, 

aiiJ also a bai-d of llie cilv tehilfJan («3icbiiieii) 

lo guard Oicm against dangtf lo ilicir botliei. TJie 

riiglit bating closed in nUb beats cioxnU bclfiVctung 
a sionn, tbc tbougUl it adtiiablc lo carrj 

lortliw, l«i tn the nnusual darincss of the night the) 
should he Tinahlc to dwcoser the cotton, or to ilistiii. 
guish h^ their characienstic fmlnii-s llic hciligH of the 
three differciii worlds, should they imt.1 wuU cuhvr. 
They lit ilicir lurches tlurcfore, and haling onitwl 
thcin^cli cs u itli snords and wcigin) clnht of harnW 
shod with iron, they set fortli upon tl cir scarcli in 
fciUnw, cotni»csnig a party of about twenty. Scarctfy 
a nord was spoVen on the road, except by itn. 
IlrahtDin, who alone presened n face unmoved hy the 
feat of supernatural danger , each ajipcarid ahsorht d 
in hts own spcculatiom, except when occasionally tho 
exclamation of one or more of their niimhcr called 
she attention of the rot to o sohuiry pillar, or a dis- 
mcinhercd slump of wwhI, usauuung uU the ii rrun 
of ghostly aiinnaiion in the fluiiualiiig glare of the 
tmldy torch-h^hi As they joumtyid onHard the 
wind rose and moautd among the UaclvcncdnalW and 
towers of ilie mtienng niiiw, non ami lUcn a hcaiy 
drop of Twn Wl bmmg ujion the flaring nrilas. 
and the inky clouds appeared to gather from all 
tluaners of the hwiiens. hm the lutncs of Indu 
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toneiils of sulplmions Tam g^islicd from llic liroVcn 
cloutls. A pitch) (Iafknc« earclwped them, and the 
Bralimin vrisely cownatlKd that, t>hcn the light- 
Txings again roealed the scene, they sliuuhl look out 
in all directions for some huilding, in which ihiy 
might shelter thcmsches, until the violence of the 
luirricane had abated. At that very instant, a liasli, 
il possible tnorc vivid than the former, shot tn zig- 
zag courses from the zenith toevery point of the ho- 
rizon, aud continued foraeiccal seconds playing iiilh 
fearful bnlhancy over the whole country round. Ifot 
twenty \ ards in front of ibctn stood the frowning fonn 
of the Jaod Hhde ; hetnecn themselves and the build- 
ing was plainly revealed to cicry man among them 
the figure of a being precisely such as had been de- 
scribed by the affrighted women, and, upon its head, it 
earned one of the identical Woyrs of cotton. “Thieves’ 
thieves " Ckoar-hffl cAoarf" roared the fcAoiedars, 
AS, sword in hand, they started to tbeir feci, and 
Toahed upon the figure; but, for a second, xinpene. 
trable darkness had ogam surrounded them, and 
though, with the velocity of thought, the flashes were 
renewed, the man, or spirit, whichever it might be, 
and the bale of cotton, had vanished, though be 
seemed almost witJun ibe grasp of ibetr extended 
hands. No cover was there at that spot where he 
could he concealed, even if there had been time to 
baie fled a pace or two. the space was open, and 
though strewed with fallen masonry and heaps of 
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are for the most part rronderfull} indiiTereQt to storm 
and tempest, and at finl scarcely a remark was made 
upon the subject. Ere long, however, it became 
apparent that no ordinary storm was pending, for, as 
It often happens before very temWe htimcanes in 
the East, the fitful sighing of the breeze was suddenly 
lulled, and was succeeded by a sultry calm, — the 
leaden clouds drojiped nearer to the earth, and 
seemed to compress the sluggish atmosphere with their 
superincumbent weight, until it became almost too 
dense for respiration The threatening aspect of 
nature alarmed all living things arouod, the yelhng 
jackall and the screaming night birds vied with one 
another to raising an ominous discord, which not the 
calmest stoic could listen to witbont forebodings of 
enl, and which even the wandensg cattle and skulk* 
ing pana dogs understood as warnings, aud forthwith 
betook tbeiDselves to the covered tombs 

The party in search of the cotton had amved 
within ashore distance of the Jaod Bbae.when a enm 
son Bash of almost blinding bgbt was suddenly darted 
fn.<m the impending clouds, and appeared to be the 
signal for the war of elements to commence, for, 
with the crashing peal of thunder which imme 
diately followed le, there burst upon them a gust of 
wind so violent that not only were their torches ex- 
tinguished m a secoD I, but Uiemselves were well nigh 
earned away, so that they all threw themselves upon 
tlic earth to avoid the danger, and in the next insiaiii 
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torrenus of sulpliuroxw mn guslied from lUe broVea 
clouds A pitcbj darlness enveloped them, and ihe 
Braliinin wisely coiinselUd lliat, wben llie liglil 
mngs agam revealed tlie scene, lUcj sliould look out 
in all directions for some building, in winch the) 
might shelter themselves, miul the violence of llie 
Immcane had abated At that very instant, n flash, 
if possible moTC vivid than the former, shot in zig- 
zag courses from the zenith to every point of the ho- 
nzon, and contimied forsevctal seconds placing with 
fearful bnllianc) over the whole country round. Not 
twenty \ ards in front of them stood the frowning form 
of the Jaod Bbac , between themselves and the build 
mg was plainl) revealed to every man among them 
the figure of a being precisely such as bad been de- 
senhed by the aiTngUied women, and, upon its head, it 
earned one of the identical hh.o}et of cotton “ Thieves * 
thieves' “ Choar logj choarl roared the tcholedars, 
as, sword m band, they slatted to their feci, and 
rushed upon the figure, but, for a second, unpene- 
trable darkn&ss had again sunrouaded them, and 
though, with the velocity of thought, the flashes were 
renewed, the man, or spirit, whichever it might be, 
and the hale of cotton, had vamshi'd, though he 
seemed almost wjihin the grasp of their extended 
bauds No cover was there at Uiat spot where he 
could he concealed, even if there had been time to 
have fled a pace or two the space was open, and 
though strewed with fallen laosoury and heaps of 
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stOHts, anil here and there overrun with nceJa and 
dwarf slnubs, there was no sort of escape for flesh 
and blood No clunk or cranny, no trace of foot- 
steps, no V eslige of the cotton, no clue to the niy stery 
could they discover, anil while they were occupied 
upon the fruitless search, unwelcome thoughts were 
suggested to their minds, and the trembling knees of 
several icfused to support then bodies , so they fell to 
the eaith, and prayed for dawai, mercy, to the saint 
of the awful Jaod Bhde, until the Brahmin, hy a 
strenuous effort, Inriog regained possession of ft 
{orlionof his wits, arose, and with a loss boisicroua 
devotion than that of some around him, pronciiutced, 
or endeavoured so to do, a saving ver->B fmin the 
(Sfiaslra, ond then somewhat more articulately cle 
airing them to follow him, without farther ceremony , 
he led the way bach to the city 

By virtue of the spell which the holy man had thus 
used to preserve them from destruction, they amved 
safely at home, and hai mg assembled a tolerablynumc- 
Toas party around Ibe fire which bunt upon the floor, 
in the centre of the guard room in the city gate, the 
Ti-verend priest, with a calm unshaken voice, related the 
awfnl upshot of their excursion, and being unwilling 
to deilare hiinvelf to the people, as to his knowlod^e 
concerning the tilings which they had witnessed, with 
oui first consulting his brother Brahmius, be retired to 
Ins temple, and llieic, in conclave with those holy ii cn, 
repeated all, ond rcfinircd their opinions M hateicr 
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Ua\e Iccn tltc rcsutt of tfieir <lclibcrations, mc 
‘ iliouU not endeavour id |>t> into tlic rn^stenom 
workings of iliat sacred assetnUy, suflice it that tlic 
issue be made knowii After Oie nionimg pn}crs and 
ablnUons on tbc Jumna bank, llit grove pnesu sum- 
inontd tbo expectant crowds to hear what ihcj had 
to sa), and after confessMig that the night had been 
spent in pras cr and ccrcinon) , tlic} aUo a hnitted that 
t\icy !iad been unable to divmt tl»c eiact nature of 
the saint s inquietude, hut that they had been favored 
with lus commands to attend at the Jaod Bbac at 
noon day, and perform certain mystic ceremonies, 
when It was more tbati probable that they should 
hear his farther pleasure 

Carrying with them holy fire and Ganges sacred 
water, the priests, attended by a vast concourse of 
people, amred at the Jaod Bhac shortly before 
noon , having made eicty necessary picpaTalion they 
retired mihin the building precisely at the appoint 
ed hour, and carefully closing the entrances null 
mats provided for that purpose, they remained in 
consultation with the saint until sun set , during the 
whole of which time thick clouds of smoke issued 
from the Jaod Bhae, and at luterrals the most un 
earthly noises were heard, accompanied tvith cnes 
screams, and piteous groans which caused the 
terrified people to fall upon their faces in an agony 
of fear and trembling 

\! llic sm fit.t to idled Ae lionzon the smoke 
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cc i«iC(l lo Rscenif , anti llicji ihc icnmiMc pncsti w ilfj 
Jmtr<h*!itP{lle/1,»r}»lj mlJam!harB.'«««l look*, aj’jfOTrul 
licfort Uic inultuiido •* Cliil»lrf»/ cric<l (lie tliu f of 
tliotn, nith inuinph bmmiiip tn In* aged countcinnce , 
“Mv Cliildrcn,li\ rxinordniarj exertjon*, bj inciii* 
of potent ebanns and ob«ctirc riU'* %\liicli »c lia>i. 
rcctiud from (be go«ls (bcmseltoa, bjr/lar/al pcrjitice, 
ftndlbeiiio^tpninriilscir indichonsucliavcatlaiit roni' 
pellcd tbcunvillnig spirit to make knowntous tliccaii*c 
of Ins terrible pcrlnrbatioii , but tins kc arc unable to 
reical , and all ifiat iteoncems >ou to Lnon i«, bow to 
appense the wnitli of the o/Iciided saint, and gain for 
) onneU cs the favour of Ins protection and support Let 
every man who is anxious to obtain this advantage to In* 
soul, and a similir advancement in bis aorh)]^ ndfaro, 
on (be evening of each successive new moon adiance 
boldly to the entrance of tbe JaoJ Bliac, and cast 
Mitlnn the chamber a piece of pure stiver com, no mat- 
ter how snitll , and tins bis oflenng to the saint will 
I>e repaid to him by the gods a thousand-fold Our 
blessing too ujwn these bIio give heed to our words, 
but dire curses will assuredly overlahe those who 
shall dare to defy his revealed commands 

These mysterious occunreuces created uneasy fears 
in the hearts of the former worebippcrs of the saint, 
which were strengthened by the strange tales of noise* 
and apparitions from time to time encountered 
in the ncigblvourhood of the Jiod Bhae, so that the 
place was altogether avoided by the people, esreept 
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when jliej went inonihly to make their pfllriiigo, anJ 
ihcix U was with hetonuug dread and reverence. 

New the Jaod Bhac stood very near tijc animal 
encampment and practice-ground of the Artillery; and 
it «o happened, that upon the occasion of u rev it w and 
general inspection, the JaoJ Bhie attracted ilieirreh- 
gioiia notice of a certain Ariiller)- officer, who, through 
a culpable love uf intschief, an inordinate delight in 
the display of the force of powder, and a very innpn- 
tons process of reasoning, came to the conclusion that 
it would hare on unusually grand effect to mine and 
blow up the Jaod Bhac, rather than to j*erfonn the 
simple operation of igniting some fift) orsixt^ barrels 
of powder under tiie level earth. The idea was sugges- 
ted to the cotnuiendtng officer, who, by a like cvtl 
influence, came to asunilarly wicked opinion, and it 
was agreed that tbe mining of the Jaod Bh6c would 
indeed form a glorious spectacle at the review. Orders 
were therefore mimcdiately issued for a shaft to bo 
siinh below the foundation, and a mine of fivc-and- 
forly barrels of powder to be prepared under its very 
centre, so that the whole building inigbt be blown into 
the skies. 

The task proved to be one of greater difficulty than 
was anticipated, for beneath the soil was discovered a 
vaulted mass of solid masonry, vvhich pioved to be no 
less than four or five feet m thickness, and so firmly con- 
structed that nolasriiglc stone could be moved entire, 
but the shaft was hlcran> caned through it At tJie 
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ponii wlicrc iIjc imncn jusnctralctl, tlicy fmiml a nw- 
row pasMgc running cast and west, just large enough 
to admit a nmn of moderate size It was intencum- 
bcml and m complete repair, and on being explored 
was fomid to commimtcato with other galkncs of the 
<atnc description leading m a transverse direction, and 
each was found to open into a small apartment under 
the body of the building In ibe centre room was 
found a rough son of toand tal ie with a coujdo of 
settles, and on either side o tolerably comfortable bed 
of raw cotton, an old straw hat, a clasp hnife, a 
small German pipe, an iron ladle, m which tnctal had 
been melted, a few scnal) files and other tools, such as 
an used ui coining, and a htilc bog containing some 
unfinished tiniiationa of rupees Some few tnfles of 
tbo same dcsenpiion were also discovered in different 
corners and recesses of the rault, and also a supply of 
tobacco and spirits 

There was no hesitation in at once attaching suspicion 
of very recent occupancy of these snug quarters to the 
two men of tbeEuropean Regiment ii ho had deserted, 
and deeming it probable that they might make their 
appearance to clear away all vestiges of tbeir illicit 
trade, as soon os they should hear of the mining oper 
alioDS which were going forward tlie officer gave or- 
ders for a guard to be secreted in the bmliling, to keep 
watch daring the nighu 

It 80 happened, I suppose by a private arrange 
ment of the saint, that this veiy night was that of the 
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new niooTi, anil llie ilusV of esemng had !caml> 
fallen, when Oie Jaod BW was tisiuti h) the first 
ilcvoui obserrer of the Brahmins coininand4, mid, 
haung cast, with a hasty hand, Jus pictc of silver, a 
foor-anna piece, wiiJiin ilic doonvaj , he turned and 
heal a somewhat pTecijnutc tetrcal But the scrjcuni 
of tlic aiuhuscade having picVcd up the coin, iiaturallv 
concluded that die donor must he a confi-deratc of tlio 
comers, and without turning out his men, he tnitncdi* 
atcl) stole after the ritiring Ilindoo, and seized hnn , 
stopping liis mouth with his hand, to prevent alann. 
He then cemre^ed him to the vault beneath the Jaod 
Bliac, the poor wretch, without doubt, being per- 
suaded all the (line that he was about to be saenficed 
to the odended saint Tlie sci^eant in his turn, when 
be came to examine the man, mistook him for an 
accomplished villain, who, Ukc all natiies, had un 
ingenious excuse at bis tongue s cud, ready for imy 
emergency , he therefore gagged him, aud binding 
him hand and foot, left Jnm upon his back in the 
comer s chamber , and tbus one after anollicr, he con- 
tinued to seize no less than a dozen of these poor 
innocent people, including some few women ; until at 
last they arrired in such numbers, that he was utiwil 
ling to take charge of any more, and began to give 
some credence w the atoty which each told, and was 
Tcajy lo svfCM to So lie contented himself with 
Uioseviliomhetoa alrcodyialen, end continued his 
tvatch ihtoiighoot the iiight itithoiit meeting those 
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for whose cipture he was set But about aji hour or 
t«o before dayhglit, he made a pnze of another, 
v\hoin he had already expected Having sent his men 
below, he remained bmiself upon the look out, and at 
the tune just mentioned, he saw a tall white figure 
approaching, who no sooner entered the building tlian 
be drew from his mantle a small lamp, which he 
forthwith lighted, and carefully gathered up every 
fraction of the silver from the floor. When he had 
completed hia tasl , and was about to depart, the ser- 
jeant stepped forth’ from his hiding place, and took , 
him also prisoner. Then carrying Jum below, be 
confronted him with Ins dupes, and exposed him to 
tliein 

In the motrung, he was taken beforo the olbccr, 
with the rest of the captives, and after a strict exam! 
natiou, durmg which he adhered to the most bare* 
faced uiurutlis,und endeavoured, by all sorts of inren- 
liuns, to deceive his hearers, he, at last, by dmt of 
threats, and promises ofsccunly, was induced to con* 
fess the impositianswhichhisrollcagucshad practised 
upon the xnuhitude, when they pretouded to consult 
with the saint, and their utter ignorance of any true 
sjstcm of magic 
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of ground t^lucli liis rcmuinctl barren crcr since 
Krishna while slandtng there, had cause for anger, 
there a smooth rock npon the rircr bank where he 
was m the habit of washing his dhoU, and Uicrc a 
ht!l upon winch he was accustomed to reccnc and 
cure all who were afllictcd hy disease or mental 
sulTcnng These were tlie more playful acts of 
Krishna for Goknl was the resort of his leisure 
hours, It was in DinOmbund and Muttra ibat his 
more ternble deeds trere cieculcd, such as the de 
struction of the tile serpent of enl, Kali Nagur, 
winch bad tlirotm itself m coiU across the nrer 
Jumna and stopped the course of the waters, so tl at 
those who were not killed through thmt died of the 
] oisonoQS impurity of the stream, and many other 
c<|ially xcdouhtahle nets which are the theme of song 
and fable in oil these parts There are in particular 
two spots of broken ground which are pointed ont to 
the inquisilire visitor as of veiy especial interest 
liaving been formerly the site of two trees the 
Jemla and the Aijia concerning which the following 

1.ECEHD 

is related with great reverence, as recording one of 
the earliest of Krishna a god like acts while he was 
yet hut the infant son of a cow herd 

Some few hundreds of years before Krishna was 
bom, a farmer of consideTable weallh had iwo re- 
markably handsome sons by name Neeld and Kho- 
V 





l^-i 

\m,v?Uo Wills neglected tUe tnnajement of tlie 
hviil -snd of till. licrJi and flocl.«, lu coii«ofjac»cc of 
lltcir autuuon licirg ctm^unlly aiiracttd by llie 
seij beautiful woTncTi wbo snbabued ibis part of the 
country The father Iming tned chasusemcni n* 
peateill) ami m Tain, complaintil of hiT nvi^fortum. 
to the principal llrahttiin of iSie place, a scry tt* 
ncrable anil wise man, named Narcd ; and this holy 
penonnndertoob loitpTovc them for their want of duls 
and to punish them if they heeded him not. Having 
formed tins resolution, Sared accompanied the farmer 
to the 0elds to 8CcV fur his sons, and found them 
reclining upon a flov> cry hanV by the side of the J mnna, 
each extolling the perfections of the beauty who had 
gamed the ascendant m hts affections The re 
scrend Drahmin hesitated not to remonstrate angnlv 
with them concerning their idleness, and endeavoured 
to impress upon them tliat being already betrothed to 
damsels whom they had not seen, they tyerc guilty 
of great imprudence lu suffenng their affections ti> 
be enslascd by girls who were so greatly llicir in- 
fenots lu degree, and whose beauty was beheld hv 
every passer by, since it la tbc cusutm of llic lower 
orders to walk unraled The reprobate youths, in- 
stead of receiving willi respect and siibuussiou the 
reproof of the holy man, laughed aloud at this lecture 
and hid him go preach to the cons, at which 
indignity the Brahmin became so justly incensed 
that he hesitated not to inOict upon them such a 
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punishment as be thought theytnented Dipping 
Ills fingers in the lola (small brass pot) in which he 
earned some holy Gauges water, he sprmhled the 
youths therewith, aud uttenng a curse, exclaimed, 
“ In the name of Brahma I command thee to quit 
ihy forms as yonng men and become trees ’ On 
that veiy instant the youths became the one a jenJa, 
the other an aqm tree Then the devout Brahmm 
taking some of the Ganges water in his mouth 
spirted it upon the trunks of the trees sajing, “ Thus 
he thou firm and unmoved, until, by Bralimas per- 
mission, thou shall kiss the feet of tho holy child 
Knahna And during some hundreds of yean the 
trees remained unmoved 

Krishue having been born had arrived at (he age 
of three years, when one day he was clinging to his 
mother s neck while sho woo occupied in turning some 
cream into butter, and while her hands were tkus 
employed, it happened that a pot of rndk, which was 
upon the fire, boiled over, whereupon the motlicr 
hastily put down Krishna, and ran to take olf the 
pot. The joung god was mortified at this action, 
which indisputably proved tliat his mother loved the 
milk belter tlinu himself, and thus Uiinking, in Iho 
anger of ihc moment, lie kicked over the pot of milk, 
upset (he pan of cream, and ran awa^. Ins mother 
pursuing him, till she was qmte wearj Then llio 
sweet boy, having rqvenlcd of lus momentary disphy 
of teniper, ran into his mothers arms, nnl bej.gcJ 
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Krforgweuess, lut h\& tnulUet li«mg \vtoili, regarded 
t)oi Ins conlnnon, but earned Inm »nu> the viHage, 
and lianiig procured some sinag, endeavoured to bind 
liim to two trees, wliicli stood !>) tlio riitr side, but 
Knsbna being atill full of sport, slioweil her that all 
the cord winch she could obtain from the ropt»jnabcrs 
was not long enough to bind him, until he was pleased 
to pcnnit lU Then, being inclined to lilicrate hunscif 
after his mother had departed, lie planted his foot 
Crmly against the ground, and,wit}i god like strength, 
lore up ihc trees b) the toots Kow, at this imic 
there were great numbers of children pla)ing aromid 
and tnaking sport of the chastised Krishna, but itn» 
inediatcli upon the miraculous fall of those trees, 
(Le^ became greatly alanncd,and the more so, when, 
os the earth trembled, the prostrate trees were m a 
moment transformed into two very beautiful youths, 
who laid tbcir heads in the dust in token of reve- 
rence, and then kissing the feet of the young gol, 
suddenly vanished Tins report of tiic childrin ivus 
not however at that tune believed by llic ignoruilmen 
of Gokul, who thought of rtic Cdl of ilioso trees only 
as a miraculous escape of the boy from being crushed, 
and Krishna himself was too nobly modest to boast 
of his performance 

Gokul, though so pecnliatl) sanclificd a spot, and 
in truth a remarkably picturesque one, has no sort of 
importance in weallli, or cotninercc, or extent of ha- 
tuitions, tteic nil hnweier a gnat uumler of 
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Hindoo lemples, and not a few ^ery handsome ghats, 
such as may be seen in the annexed plate Tiie 
Brahmins appeared to me to be more than usuall} civil 
and ready to give information, and I expenencednodif 
ficulty in gamin" accesslo the interiors of the principal 
temples, m in lulgencc which 13 not always allowed 
There nas very hltlc honever to gratify the curiosity 
in any of them, and liLe most other Hindoo tomn>, 
although particularly attractiic to behold at a dis- 
tance there naa a squalid imicrv and a want of clean- 
liness about the place, which induces the visitor to 
make his visit as short as possible The sketch nas 
taken from the parapet of one of tbe gfults, uhilo 
the sun was decliung towards the nest ibe scene 
as 1 beheld it was bathed in a flood of light, yet not 
wanting m a few points of ponerful shadow, which 
gaic an elTect to the picture, winch is the continual 
delight of the artist in India when evening is ad- 
saiiung I am sure the good taste of my readers 
will render u unnecessary that 1 should pav anyconi- 
{ hiiiciit to ihc artisf.who has so admirably transcnbcfl 
iny sketch Tlic power of datlight which he has 
thronn into the scene is but a spccmiLii of the pc 
cuhar beauty of his style Ilillicno I have rpokiii 
oulv of the tny UiologKul history of Gokiil , 

“ \V liiNt in charm <I Gokuls od roiis vale 
The blue cyftl Yamuna* descends 

* >«mt2Ra— Sir W /mm* truilitlon vT 
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Exulting, and hcrlnppwg tide sttsptmb. 

Tilt inumpli of her uwgliiy sire lo hwl , 

hut illias lil,ewi*ehccoiuemciiiOTaWe as ilic scene of 
an action in nlucli the cclehralcd Ilcgmn Suiuroo cxlii- 
Litcd her Hpint and her personal prowess, as the i icto. 
Tions leader of her own troops, at a moment bo critical 
that, without her timely iniciposilion and personal 
example, the indecision of the Emperor Shah Aulum 
would have tcnninated in the difcai and disgrace of 
his armj. 

Kcujif Kalin, having acted in open deOance of the 
Emperor « aiuhont> , threw Ins little annj of veterans 
into the fort of Gokul to avoid or resist the rcscntincni 
of Ins prince He was called upon to sunendi r, hut 
peremptorily refused to do so, and made active prepa 
rattons for Uis defence Around the little fort the rc> 
hcl threw up strong cntrenchmtnts suOlcicnt for the 
protection of his whole force, and having hy evirv 
means in Ins power fortified his position, he coolly 
awaited the advance of the tojal annj .whicli was very 
greatly siipenor m numerical sireagth to his own 
Neujif Kahn had often prowl himstlf a soldier of 
great coolness and vigilance, and hia men reposed the 
the fullest confidence iii his skill and courage they 
repulsed with astonishing vigour iheainck of the royal 
armjr and made considcrahlc havoc among ihein 

Having been engaged in the hues all da), Ncujif 
K dm peruiiitcd liw men an hour or two of repose in 
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tLe early part of the night, but at midnight he 
qmetly summoned every man to his post, and pulling 
himself at the head of a chosen body of cavalry , he 
stole unheard and unseen from his entrenchments, and 
fell OTth great fury upon the enemy’s troops while 
they were huned in sleep Havmg on the first onset 
earned the lines, he commenced a cruel slaughter of 
the panic stricken troo|>3 , and having despatched a 
detachment of infantry and artillery to the rear of the 
lines hy a circuitous route, the T03 al tents were attacked 
at the same moment 

The confusiou was becoming general, and the 
troops would have fled, m all directions, but appeared, 
ui the disorder, to meet their foes on all sides The 
person of the Emperor was in luimmcot penl from 
the fire which was kejH up upon the ro^nl tents, 
and a complete oicrthrow would hare been the speedy 
result, had not tlie Dcgtim Sumroo, acting in tlic 
•■pint of the onental ma^un, “ Fear when danger 
IS distant, nhen present fight like heroes,’ nith uccir- 
oinplcd address and courage, made a strenuous cITort 
to rally the 103 ol troops. In order to render their 
mutual positions intelligible, vlic with great presence 
of mindset fire to a numUr of tents and otiici com* 
biistiblo inatier, and then jiuuing herself at the head 
of her troops, d’«patchcd a messenger to the EmjKror 
higging him to npair to her tents which were out 
of teach of tlio encin> s hattcr3, whilo nlic wuli one 
hnndri-J followirs, and a singU six ixntndiT, which 
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was comTOan<!«l by George Thoma-:, afterwi-anli a 
general in the smice, attaclcd the lebels with such 
detcnninaiion and so much judgrucnl lint with thli 
small force she speedily drove tl»cm from the lines 
and restored order to the dispersed troops of the 
Emperor. The contest was continued witli dcspcraio 
determination on both sides Ibr some tlinc« and great 
numbers fell, among whom were several distinguished 
olTiccrs; hut the gallant and jndicioiis conduct ufihe 
Begum compelled the rebels to retire within ilicir 
works. Thus was the ro)a) army, and also tlic life 
of tlie Emperor, saved by the intrepidity and skill of 
a woman.* 

‘ * I bite reeeoUr rttca a tketchoftbe bbtorr of this ntnordissir 
Utlflnthe wotk before neotiooed— **nnt ImprmlonV’^, buttbis 
passAffi! has Bot been l4itnduccd.or I ebouU not bateiUtenttnrtMe 
In these po^. 
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TEMFtES OF MAHADEO— 'THE GHAT 

roz.£Oirz>o the smuous oourso 0 / the Gocgcs about 
fideen hundred miles from its many mouths^ the 
traveller will amve at the boundanesof a eountry 
far famed for its romonuc bcauues and its delightful 
climate , the valley of Debra Dboon It is guarded 
on the south by the rugged nioustains of the Sivahc 
range, and on the nordi it is shut out from the rest 
of the world by the sacred pinnacles of the cloud- 
piercing Himalas, through its unmeasured forests 
and varied undulaticms 9ow the holy streams of the 
Jumna and the Ganges, and every here and there 
the soft repose of the scene is relieved by pretty villa- 
ges dotted along ibe nver bank, or sparkling out from 
the shady foot of some temer-crowned bill It forms 
precisely that st^le of scenery winch the natives (sen- 
sible of Its charms and delighting to cnlioncc ihein) 
select for the report of nymphs ond dciucs. Ins com- 
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tnnulj ^3iJ ilui ibu IliutlwH an miliir rviit to the 
fjviiiuioiis of the pKlureaiju , but tn tnith it w fir 
(ihtnvis.* \\ itliuui eniditioii ami rLfiticiiii nt ihtre 
IS i>ol<lom ati\ Ttr> qmtV. 5U5ctplibdu> of tliL cliammip' 
and the grand in ii'itiiro, and tlieafore it moiiII 
Ik. ah'iirJ to looh for tht same degree of mlimrau< n 
in the tintstighl sai age as is cxluhiled thi educiteil 
of oiir country nan, at the saiot time the) hi'C 
perha^b. wore ilian is jhivksscJ bv the loner orders 
of the Kuropenns , and among the hiph bom and 
cultivated Hindoos 1 luic nuiH“sscJ tho most ex- 
pnN>ue npiiire «i the «tglii of sublime or of homily- 
beautiful scencti Tlicir wniings alounil nnli 
dmcnptioas of landscape , the fullo^ving qiiutatiun 
will gilt cndcnce of llieir taste It is from the 
lliishands Hauiatan 

"In the far recesses of the scented vallci of Dv>u 
rak mes, in soft and delicate millmp, tlie uir fri ighi 
iinioC of the o/iire moiinlmi, hke a celcstn! spirit 
issumnig ibc gaib of \isiblc subsianct L«» ' how 
ihc gods bale crowned their faiounie with n d iz/ling 
circlet of gold and silver, sun and snow , and m i 
rich manlk of crimson and green, studded with m^-md 
coloured gems have nllctcd it^i grac.eCu.1 Rsuns The. 
sacred fteyle -md hyr drop ghucting hnnc) from fl cir 
pen lent leaies, and the gatlienug nils have spread 
ihcmscUcs in a ■shining like, like dumionds of exqin 
site bnlhanc} , that they imj together delight tl cm- 
selves ivith sleepy pastunc in the cool shadow Trom 
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tlie gn«liing welU a thousand qmtenng streams dash 
dorni the tariegated cIiJls, formed and transformed into 
teu thousand clustering globules of countless hues, lihe 
Amrits luscious fruits, uhen shaken from the rolling 
car of Suna thousands of eager birds narble fortJi 
rapturous hjs among the branches, which stretch to 
bathe m the delicious naters " Here the ])0Ct display's 
at least a full appreciation of natures beautj, and 
if there « ere no response in the minds of bis readers 
we should not so conunuallv find hts words in their 
mouilis 

I have transcribed the aboie passige not onl^ to 
corroborate my opinion but also for the purj'ose of 
rendering unnecessary any faribcr ciilogiums upon 
the charms of the spot to winch I nm desirous of 
lulroducmg the reader 

Just where the Gonges struggling tbroogh the Si 
ralic moimtams, jmurs her stream upon the plains of 
Hindoslan, is siiualeJ ihe holy lown of Hurdirar, a 
place of imeqiiallod sanctity among the Hindoos To 
Its temples pilgnnis resort from ciery cornci of the 
East where Hindooism is known, and of such excel 
lent Mrtiic IS the holy water at this partiailor spot, 
that however impure, tiowescr sinful, or deeply dyed 
with enme, a single abluuon will purge fiom all , pro 
Tided only tliat sufficient gol) be giicn to dio god*. 
Thu gold — no bicser metal Jim sufficient \irtiio— must 
be dropped iti the nrer at the time of pm>er, an 1 the 
IJriliiiiiii* are ll e oiiU |>coplewlio Into the jrinlcge 



of dmiiuig tlic suids lo R4.an.h for tljose few pieces 
vtliich rtic gods ote pleased to tcavc them as a reirird 
for tlicir «enices, and when it is understood llm ot 
the mefrt, or annual grand fesUial, tlie influx of pil- 
gnnis IS from ilirce hundred thousand to a million of 
sioulsj It mil be credited that an extnionlniarj ainoiiiit 
of treasure is collected h;y these dcioiees 

Clianty of this desenpuon is inculcated as the first 
virtue A gold tnohuT, so Wsitmed, iriU absolve from 
the darkest crmie os c/Ttctuill) as the seiercst course 
of penance , and a bestovinl of hucU offerings will enable 
a man to continue m (he most diabolical practices nith 
impumt) In expialiou of any deep offincc, the 
Brahmins someumes receive a vow from a pilgrim, 
binding him to give a certain boon to ever} Cfahmm 
who shall &om lime to lime demand it of Inm These 
rows are doubtless sometimes made m the fulness of 
remorse, and are socneuuies very teligiousl} ob-cr'cd , 
na}, aluajs to the letter, though noi alwa}3 in the 
spirit of the vow, the supewtiuons of the Hindoos pre. 
renting ihew breaking soch a solemn obligation, though 
they are ever ready to adopt the ino^t ingenious de- 
vices for escaping the inconvenience of them There 
13, however, a notion impressed upon them by the 
Brahmins, that if the gods do not openly punish such 
evasions of their oaths, they fiul not to circumvent the 
fraudulent practice, or otherwise indemnify tVieinsehes 
at the cxjiense of the schemer Numberless are the 
instinces ihe} relate of tins conduct on the part of Uie 
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ileitics, who In'C boon content to ilinpla^ lh(ir siipc- 
rumtv o\crjnortAl cmmmg bv inming the dcnces of 
theu (khntjncnl \otmCT to their own mh on ngc Then. 
H one tnlo, the hnrjen of a wiig fiimhar to all lo\crs 
of nuulo'Uiiicc music, which ojipcnn to me to jirellv 
and tnginioiii, that I ihtiik I ^hill lie cxcusal for >ii 
triKhamg U here 


Till^ nXNlAK \u« 

Near the liult. ullage of Molmr kitbowki, m (la- 
Siiahc range of momitains, benenth n sacrcil buiian 
tiec who<ic cuned nml taming bmnehe*, descending 
to the earth, Ind when root and overspread nicrylaroO 
spoce of ground, there dwelt on aged btinta (a dealer 
III grain), who had an only son, of great pereoitil 
beauty , the heir to Ins estate and to his entire wealth, 
which was reputed to be very great, being the produce 
of a life of diligence, good husbandry . and good fortune 
This opulent man delighted in chanty , and was be 
loied by all his neighbours, and bad no caa.se for care 
or sorrow cxcejit in one respect In the fulness of his 
love for his child it was evident that he had been over- 
indulgent, and he became sensible that the youth, whom 
he had desired to see prudent in all things, and espt 
citiUy in respect of his property, was reckless and pro 
digal, fond of display, and a gambler Now the 
alUicted patent vvith all his wealth about him, had 
hull, regarded these failings in Ins darling child until 
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he found Ills o\>-n strength declining, and the cnfcchhng 
fiiigcr of disease wanicd him tlut icrj speedily his 
uiiprovident son would lie depnicd of his g;uidance and 
protection Then came senous thoughts and dismal 
apprehensions, as he found that his most gnu e injunc- 
tions failed to moie the lad to an appreciation of his 
wise savings, and ihal his oil repealed prayers and 
tearful namings were equally unai ailing He could 
not hut anticipali. that m a few short jears after his 
death his accumulated wealth would he completely 
squandered, his treasures scattered to the winds, his 
broad lands, acquired with a whole hfes thrift, a prey 
to remorseless creditors , hts child, a rumed debauchee, 
on outcast, a squalid mendicant 

Finding all his adiice atterlj without cfTect upon 
the hardened youth, the now dving father bethought 
him how in a measure he might place a restraint upon 
hw prodigal pT0]ici»iUc3, and having after much 
deliberation framed the following expedient, he sur- 
rounded his couch with Brahmins, and then calling 
his son, he thus addressed bun ** Oh Purwatli, thou 
art the anguish of thy aged father's soul , thou, whoso 
welfare is far more precious to me than the gamofiny 
wliole life art become the dcstrojer of my peace 
Yet, Will tliou listen to my last words, and remember 
them ? Know thou, my son, that fortune stands finn 
when she has planted her feet, the one upon honesty , 
the other on prudence, but he who shall withdnw 
these }jcr stqqu rts <hnJI himself be crushed by l,cr 
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fan As Ha will nctcr bo satisfied with hockI, neither 
tho ocean with rtrerj, hot death with his ncUins, so 
the wenllh of Aloia wiU not be siilTiciciit (iir Ui> 
sjiendthnft madness AH tint is mine is dune, bill 
be thou cert.im llial if I left thee in possession of all 
the treasures of this worl), that Hhich thou shah ex- 
]^ci)d m bcnceoicncc shall ntonc profit thee And now 
lost h^ cnl guidance thou ehouldsi bo rut ai\ay, it ii 
thus I inaho thee ni^ heir All that is mine is thine , 
hut of tliy treasure giro daily to iho Bmlnnms one 
tenth jiail of iho aiirn whicli thou hast spent the 
proious day, rise daily to pcifona this duty ere the 
sun bo np, and in the day (lat thou shah fail thereof, 
know diat the all poHcrftt] Sira has declared hy the 
inuullis of Uicse wise men, at Uio moment of sunnso 
on tliat cmI day shill thy beauty wither upon Uiy 
bones And that nty will may be duly observed, 1 
hereby invest these holy pnests with parental an 
Ihonty over thee If in seeking to avoid Uieir 
autlionCy thou shouldst resign the bumble calling of 
thy fatlier, or build thee n dnelhng greater than this 
humble cottage, or quit the shfidow of this sacred tree, 
my dying curse go with thee This is necessary for 
ihv peace oh PurwalU ’ for oltiiough by the slow fall 
of water drops the pot is at length filled by tbe fall of 
the vessel is the water epiUed in a second ” Having 
delivered hunself of these inspired words, the aged 
bania was earned to the Ganges and evpired 

Then when the "pint had departed the holy 
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UnWiTis lumcti lo ihc jowtig man, uud o^\c 
\oice exclaimed, "Is it not wnitcn in tlic Dliunin 
{jhastra, ‘ Gam all lliou canst, and that thou gaiiic>»i 
heej), that nhich thou heepest increase, and lint thou 
increasest beston jn holj sacrifice so long shall thou 
prosper And agam , * As the \ain and ridiculous sec 
not their oim foil) in hcdecVing their feet wilU gems 
while their heads arc adorned with glass, so is that 
man blindly contemptible who » content lo sjiort wuli 
his nehes while he has no lore for chant) On the 
shoulder of «nch a man sits rum And inth these 
appropriate words the liiahmms rctited 

Purwaiu hanng succeeded to bis fathers wealth, 
neglected not to rue ^il) before the sun as he had 
been commanded, "and with great exactness he con 
tinued to dispense to the priests a utbe of what he bad 
spent the da) before , until after raanj months, hanng 
become enarooiiied of a rciy lorely woman whom he 
had observed lending cows, he abandoned himself to 
the enchantment of her beauty and neglecting the 
joung wife to whom he had been beWotbed before bis 
fathers death, he laiisbed immense sums of monej 
upon bis new enslaver, so that dail) he was compelled 
to distribute more and more to the Brahmins Tins 
however very speedily dissipated all his cash, and 
finding that his duty to ihe pnest depmed him of 
much which he wished to bestow upon his favorite, 
he eluded the obh^twn sajung that what he gave 
awav as a present could not be said to have been 
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W) Oui since tlie time win n lif had ww>otl licr inoibi r, 
h-wl rt~>vntnc<l from all alrtunJ e\in\a- 

game But it is •xjWoin among the gtfw of iinjf rfcct 
mortaU to a\oid one cxlniiie willioiit filiing into the 
Ollier} if ne <iujl the oi*cn ti»«S of foU^, vtp au* «> 
daii^trof selecting the b>e jnih Bcron.H the inonws of 

insidiona cmI As Ihirwam lod Ixon conliinpiililv 
prodigal before, so dnl he now Income mcanU man- 
cious and unchantiljlc; aiul tins failing indticwl liim_ 
to stud) ail sorts of dcceilfnl imcntipiis, h\ winch he 
iiiiglit difratid tlic Bnhmms of their tithes. 

One ds> a j>eaTl metch-im from Manaar, n> the 
ishnd of Cc)lon, having armed wiih omsmciits of 
great Itmte and value, cntctcsl the l/antas shop U> 
ptirthasc some nee, and beholding the beatilifiil fact of 
Vonadosini, he bcaime desirous of conicriing with mi 
charming a pmon , he imimdiatcl) ofllred to exhibit 
his costl) wares, saying, with the il) grace of one from 
an uncinli/ed countrj, that altliougU the daughter of 
a homo could not be expected to purchase gtms of 
such inestimable pnee, reserved for ihoweaUli), still 
she might be pennitied to admire them , and forthwith 
lic laid out before btr the nchest con tents of his jewel 
case Now although Vanidosini, wfjnm eierj one 
fi itiered and exioUeil as fir «up»,ti(>r to all carthK 
pnnce“«cs, was vexed with the rude sjieech of the 
merchant, she became absorbed in astnnishinciit at Ins 
magnifitcnt treasures, and contmwed. «i praise wiivl 
sdminUou of each sttccl.s<i>e onnincnl which he dis- 
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niitil I'Pfn** tromJcr «fiit itmnnrr «f 
inw ri’iili! Ix" jvO'WvhI nf mirli itiiiin’n^t* nclir^, nml 
\et liup I amt »>«» little pllnitn nitiong lilxmirtl^ 
ni'ioinpr* tliM tliAught '»Iip Umnnl Jirr i^t-s 

ii|ytu tlic coiiiUptnHW of tlie incrclnnt, wliom, Inthrrtn, 
lier inoelnij liail |>nventc«l her from irgnnling At 
lint inoinpnt l>oili «ero smitlcn wiili tlic «!nft of love. 
N’nctl>cf)T« Inti Vntiait<«iiu toIicM »o Iniid^nc and 
#0 fjraciful 11 

Kilt the moment after lot® Im! piiteird ihewoiilof 
tlic l>c(mtirul girl, tliat iincoartlv “j'ecili of tho mer* 
clnrit, uliich Ind f"f o luoimtif on?\ torched her 
rnini}. ikw •roimdi'd )icr prjde, and l/j»»rmor- 
tificrttion flip f< igneJ anger at the rimm gare of }}io 
HtrangcT. At the xatne moment sbo diteniiined to 
nboiili Inin l>> to lier^clf Uie tinj'ortonce 

wliitli she cnjojicil nmong all >\ho trero Dcijuaintcd 
Willi her fathers weallh. 

“Sir merchant,’" »xnil she wilh a haiight) air of 
siijicnoiity before unknown to her, " Sir iiictchint, 
which call )0ii the most costlv of these glutenog 
umkeiH ?' 

The merchant, iinuicdiitelj sclecUiig a superb 
chaplet of escpnsiti workmanslnp and roost lasieful 
design, representing an intertwisted wTcath of jcs*a- 
mino and orange flowers, wrought with the roost 
splendid pearls of Kondatehi. answered, "This, fur 
lady, IS the most precious Its pnee would purchase 
tins whole ullage, and make slares of all the mhihi- 
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tifiu of Oit. a(lj3t.,iiiUmU \ hWi tojkvv* v.ovvU 
•carctl} MUftii ** 

“ TIh tj," sajJ YaJiatlomii, “ |»«t ilut aiidu for me, I 
\uU call mv fulln-f lo jm nou for lU'* A 1 >utm 

from tliff lip of Oic uapohsh -A struigtr, l)ivi il» m 
«li mill g«l 9H)]>petl not to iMten li> In'* word* Sl»o 
lia5injcd to the lAjiiboo gro^e, when. !i*.r fatlicr was 
icchtUHtJ m till- slutlc, mnoVnig Ins litwl a, and throw- 
ing herself mto hia aniw, sht. imphitwl all that «ui- 
mng gwe of soft entreats winch she lud so ofuij 
hnottit to be irre>i9Hblc» but findnig tnore djffititlt) 
Oivt she fiad antiej{»al«l, sht nfaictl lo her fuuil jnn ut 
the manner in nhtcli she had been iiidnccil to pur 
chaic the chaplet uiilioiit hii prttioiis saiitlion 
I’lirwatu genii) chid her for Mifilnng the ntirds of a 
stringer lo more her, and then, rising, Inl her reliim 
10 the 9ho]> sslulc he called his banker to disburse the 
omounl 10 ihc merchant. \ auailosmi, ivfinvng her 
lambent anns round her f whets neck, bestowed npn 
him a kiss of fond alTcction and graiuudc, nhah he 
told her full) repaid him the price of the chapht As 
she Tclraccd her stcjis to flic cottage with itulling 
heart, she could noi lielp Kmenting tint ihe niDtcli ml 
had not learnt manners os vicll as her fwher With 
afiecled coolness and udmiration — it was ihe first time 
she had e\er affected what alio did not ficl — she toM 
thomcTchanl lo seat himself, her father would hniig 
him Ihe pnee of the Innku iimnctlniel) Shi. could 


* Till iboiuapd potinch 
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ijot }]{)]> rtoiarkiitg ttn. wif<.igiict\ Burjirttc vf ihu iiicr- 
clniit, \\]iich dcli^htri) Iitr cliild lik<' hearts liic 
jiL'flrl incrcliiiit <li(l not sit l>iil so well did lie 

imido^ the tiniL iiiiti) Piintnlti nmtid with the iiionc} , 
lint VnitailoHini cnitM not tint coiifi-ss vritliin iKi>cIf 
that he cnnld talk 4]«i(e tu |in tulj tu hi r fithcr, und 
when nii^ thing him winch tciokenctl untaught 

In miun, she could not hut uttnhiite it to the iiatun] 
h inkm,*is luid honest ind<.|MiuKnce of his imltiro 
klthoUph the jiearl merchant wns grcitl^ snrj n«cil 
nl the mdiness with u) irh the borginn had been made 
and the innnc<lnte }itoini'«e of jn^inent, ho could 
ficnrcol} hclaic that a gram merchant linne in so 
Imtnhle a cottage could possess wealth siifilcienl for 
the purcti Lse of the chaplet, and ho therefore expected 
tint the iunm would miko some excuse fordeclin* 
ing the bargain, when he should see tta exceeding 
costliness and learrc its pnee What then was his sur 
jmae, wbciij in a short tune, the bnnia and the banker 
amicd at the door, driving yoked oxen, with the full 
ninount of his demnnd His attendance was desired 
to see the money counted, and lie could not but irondur 
tint no attempt was made to abate the amount of lus 
demand, ot e\cn the chaplet examined to ascertain 
Its real lalue Now it happened vlat the peail 
luorcLanf, unlike most of lits trade was a tni?\ honest 
and conscantious man hiving tliese rare good qualities 
in addition to many otlier excellent ciidowmenls 
111 intnlionmg the jnce of a bkb of rupees for tin. 
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cliaplil lie had spoken ai niidoin, wjlhoui coiisideriOj^ 
the c\act demand he ought to make; for lie hlUo 
thought that Vanadostm laas ahle to huy so \aluah!e 
an onianienl: and banng cast tliese things m his 
mind, nhilc the lahk of nipccs was being counted, 
he iiinicd to the {lanta and requested that ho would 
aatisf) huiiself os to the teal worth of Uie tnnket . but 
tlic liania replied that he purchased not the bauble 
for us worth sake but because his child had desired 
U, and at the same time he expressed confidence in 
the fair dtaling of the merchant Then when the 
money had been told, the merchant desired that 
seventy thousand rupees only might be made oicr 
to him, as that was the pTCCT->c value of the chaplet, 
explaining how he had wiconsideiately named a larger 
sum. This candid and generous hchaMonr of one 
from whom the) so luUe expected it, whose fellow- 
dealers are notoriously dishonest, won the admiration 
aud fnendship of Purwalti and Bikban, the banker, 
who was a man of considerable wealth and inOiicnce , 
anti the), expressing these sentiments with much 
warmth, begged dial be would tarr) with them a iew 
da) s. since the) were dcsiTOns of improving ihcir ac- 
quamiance with so excellent a man They found 
hlllo persuasion iieccssar) foi their purpose as far as 
it was m his ptywei to com])!), but at the same time, 
Ite dcclatf^ Itis inability torciinin beyond the dawn 
of the next day, since he had a long journey to perform 
in a i en ‘hort time , be glatl!) accepted their hos- 
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jHtaljlyfor iLot day, for his heart heat ImnuJluously 
w))en be thowglit of departiDg fioni the mango grove 
Diiijng tlie bhort tune the pear] merchant remained 
Viiili them he gained more and more upon tlieu 
esteem, until when night grew on apace and free 
toinmimion had opened their hearts, while tlie fragrant 
hooka had cheered their spirits, the pearl merchant, 
turning abruptly upon his host, evclaimed, “ 0, Pur- 
watti &ania, excuse the liberty of my speech, but 1 
pray you inform me is that most beautiful daughter 
of j ours betrothed “ No," replied the tania shortl} , 

' wherefuro should a stranger seek to know aught of 
his hosts fatmly alTairs ? 

“ ^Vllete^o^e ’ It is because the super human grace 
and beauty of the fann e^ed Vanadosim hare tians> 
dxed me as with a shad, and have rest my heart 
with the fretful wound of desperate love O Benia, 
be not incensed at at} rash disclosure, but why 
should juy {ussion ctmsunje tae, luid I remain aloof 
from the only chance of aid^ I offend thee, but 
bear with xny unseemly precipitance, and hear what 
I have to say If I be wanting in honour or re- 
spect, abhor me , if I be found worlhj, forbear thy 
displeasure Twelve nrtnes are needful for the man 
who shall be accounted a fit husband for your lovely 
daughter he must be pure, fiuihrul, honest, comely, 
prosperous, mild, dihgent patient gciierou«, good- 
Icinpcred, full of conffdtnce, and devoted , aiid I 
pra^ thcc deem u not an immodist assurance of 
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my owT> woit\», thni 1 say» if I can jmivc mjsclf 
jwsscwed of eacli of theso good (jualilics, reccUe Jue 
fiTT tliy sou. 1 lia%e con-,‘«lcralilc riclu“i, and am of thy 
ovm caste. WltcrcfoTO should I not speak openly ? 

The &(inia otosc, and watmly embraced the pcarl- 
metehatvt. “IC said he. “you can make all iheve 
\irti\es yout owit uUluu twelve months, Vanailosini 
shall be jQUts also, and an ample dower shall go 
with her.” With much cordiahl), the new friends 
separated ; and the next morning, long before day - 
breah, the pearl-mcrchant had departed on his way. 

Throughout the night, Purwattl’s repose uas greatly 
(hslnrhed with anxious speculations concerning his 
helmed child's future life, and though he cntcriaineil 
the highest admiration of the jujarl'incrchani, he 
could not but regard wjih caution so great a stranger. 
If, thought he, this wan can render himself worthy of 
her love, he shall marry her, and upon tins thought ho 
began to calculate u hat sum of money he should be able 
to lavish upon her, then covetousness taking possession 
of hiTn, led him to regret all that he irmst bestow 
here or there, without being able to add it to the 
heap of treasure with which ho should present her. 
Then lie rcmcinbered ilic seven thousand rupees which 
ho was bounden to pay to the Dralmiiiis before sun- 
rise on the moTTtw, as the tenth jiart of the ainoimi 
he had e'qvcnded upon the chaplet ; but the demon 
of avarice took power over his heart, and he, havin'^' 
long endeavoured, without success, to frame some 
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ft\aihblc hichIl of cscnjnng ilic nl last — 

fiirume Inving her fitc — detenmned Lolllj’ 

to diiregtml tlie fnWmcni of Ihs fitliors injanctirn, 
iH-htMng tliil lie Ind so long jimciiscd deccjiiion, 
tint open neglect nould non remain unnoticed 
Ilarmg comforted Ins mind witli tins reflection, he 
fell asleep, and did not anakc nntil nearly siin-nse, 
when, turning upon Ins pillov, iie ngiin emlcarouml 
to woo ohlivion , tint the misgiriiigs of a not quite* 
hardened conscience suOirrd him not to rest, ami 
undo him hesitate uhtther he nonhl not still n«o 
and ibschorge his dnes to ibe dlrolimins \Vlnlc 
bis mind stiU hovered between dut^ ond intimation, 
a btilliaut burnt of sunlight shot into the room, 
nnd Vanadosini entering, no <ooner beheld her fathers 
countenance, than, with an ogonired scream, she 
suulc senseless on the floor of the room 
Then the amazed Ciihcrnos suddenly otorcoiueniili 
tenor, for his conscience forenamed him of evil, thoagli 
he Inew not what bad befallen hiin He hastily 
rose, and with tender solicitude Inmied to his daiigh 
lers assistance, but when he stretched out his anus 
to raise her, he was stricken aghast with horror on be 
holding the shrunken defotmUy of Ins own limbs as 
they reimmed estei ded Trembling and f-uni, un 
manned hj his suldin comicUon of the dire calainitv 
which had overtaken him, now sLoiked and disinaicd 
at his unholy defiance of bis d^uig fathers most solemn 
chaise, ht cist hini»elf be idc his child md rxmauied 




for a long Ximc m a jmoxysm of rocnial agon>. I 
lo\e not lo depict the lorturM of the dccpl) afllicud . 
let this siifllce , he endured the penally of his disobc- 
diente \o the cn«en\c of Uvi fatUets uuptLtaiion 

For manj days n malignant fe\cr prostrated the 
energies of the nnforlutiate Pumatii, hnl %vuh the fir^i 
return, of sufficient reason and strength, firmly casting 
off his repugiiaiitc to he seen hy his neighbours in his 
laincntablc disfigurcmeni, ho look a staff in his hand, 
and bent his feeble steps towards certain temples of 
Mubadco, situated upon the heights above h» cot- 
tage, which, owing to iheir great aniiquit) and the 
character of the atienrtam Brahmins, were held in 
high Teiieration h> the derout, and had been from 
lime iminemonal a fjiourite resort of the inhabi 
tanta of the surrounding country, whenever they rt 
quircd the prayers or advice of the priests, for those 
wen were reputed ti> be skilful both as bodily and 
spiritual physicians 

The temples axe in tbemsoUM beautiful objects, 
both on account of their picturesc^ue form and posi 
tu>n, and also as fine specimens of the forte and 
went of ancient Hindoo sculpture , many of the 
figures wuh which they are adorned although ongi 
nally but roughly hewu, and now cnunblmg with 
deciy, being admirably spmied and full of energy, 
albeit ihe jKtsturcs and proportions are somewhat 
CKiravagant The oniamnits upon the exterior are 
very elaborate, but consist chiefly of flowers and 
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ranning border patterns, deeply carved j the mate, 
nal ts red sandstone, and tlie form of the buildings 
IS peculiar to all temples dedicated to Mahadeo in 
this part of the country, a high quadrangular figure, 
surmounted with a conical roof From a highly 
elevated spot in the Sivalic hills, they command a 
great extent of beautifuilj undulated country, finely 
wooded with gigantic trees, watered with many 
streams, and in some parts nchly eiihiiated The 
style of scenery js charming and grand beyond de- 
scnption, I only regret that my pencil was unequal 
to Ute task of conveying a full idea of its man^ and 
varied beauues Such as it is, however, 1 trust the 
accompany ing sketch will enhance the reader's into* 
rest in my tale. 

It mis with great labour and fiitigue, and only b) 
slow advances that f'umnlii was able to reach Uio 
site of these sacred temples. Wholly subdued by 
remorse and afnictioii. a thousand vuws were modo 
upon hw painful joumej, ond ns he drew mon. and 
more near to his destination, ho'found tint tlic ner- 
vous anxiety under which he laboured so greatly 
impeded his progress by the prostration of Jus re- 
maining slrengtli, tliai ho almost dcsjiaircd of ac- 
coinpluhing his olgcct. Renewed hope occasionally 
knt lum such a measure of energy ns nt last 
broUohi him to the temples He camo in ijiicM 
of the Braliinitis, and found thtm as'cinblcd upon 
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a tcirac,. of Uolj ground sliadcd b> mi our}iaiigtng 
hjr tree , but they knew him not nmil he had de- 
clared himself Ilaung receded the benefit of ihejr 
projers and religious consolaiioii, he sent fotUikhan 
the bjmker.aud bestovsed upon the pnest* a lahk of 
nipces, the full pnee of the chaplet, and wiili the 
chaplet tisclf he begged them to adorn tlie nmge of 
the god, as the free ofrcring of Ins daughter. 

In onswet to h« enquiries, howetcr, he iras assured 
that no sacrifice or penance, but death alone, could 
temovo the burden of bis pumsUmenu “Yet/ said 
he, ‘‘here under the shadow of these hoi) temples do I 
solernnly bind oijself hencctbnU to devote daily unto 
the gods one half of the amount which I may have 
spent the previous daj , and further, I vow to give to 
every Brahmin, or religious pilgnm, who shall dem uid 
it, a handful of the finest meal, as often as they may 
require it for their omi use or for the gods ** 

The Btahmms having heard with delight this vow 
of the penitent Punvatu, by which they anticipated 
lliai great nches would come to ilieir temples, not 
\>nly as the gift of PiiTwatli, but also by increasing 
their renown as persons of wonderful sanciiiy, be 
came anxious kst when he should have an opportunuy 
for cool considerauou, when time should have as- 
suaged the bitterness of his misery, he should again 
backslide, and leave his solemn promises unper 
formed One of them, Ihcirfore, hoping to persuade 
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him to grant tliPin aucit ccmhol over Ins jirojicrl^ as 
would enahlo them to exact a stnct observance of the 
V OH, thus addressed Jam — 

" 0 ' Purwatti, let no mortal trust in his onn 
foresight How has thine own most sad experience 
taught thee ^ Hast thou at all times had it in thy 
power, even when thy will and thy diitj were at 
peace, to fulfil with sufficient faithfulness thy own 
\OH3 or the sacred injunctions of thy djing father? 
rrcrjuently, avlien the good intentions of men arc 
most forward, abilitv is at the ebb , and again, ulien 
tJie power is at Jiond loclioatiou is soTneiuaes want 
mg Take warning by tlie past, and let not thy 
safety depend solely upon thine oivn strength, but 
invest us, (liy trusty friends, wiili authority to provide 
for the exact pertbrmaoce of these sacred obligations 
Hare you not had awful proof that the wisdom of 
one man is abject fotly f Wisdom and discreuOn are 
only to be foniid m the council of inanj Is it not 
uiily said, that the knowledge of a wise man may bo 
turned inio follj by the coiicurrcnt testimony of l«o 
ir three fools ’ Listen, runvaui, to the story of 

TllE 11RA11U1*4 AND UIS GOAT, 

and joti will immcdiatelj acknowledge the tnilh of 
what I haio said It will be seen tliat even a lln1i> 
mm was led to distnist liis own senses bj the nnpn 
denihiDg of ihrrc knaics. WbolJicn can lentnrc to 
t 
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repose confidence in Oic inCilliliility of hU single 
wisdom ? 

"In former d.a^s, tis at this time, tlicso holy teropics 
were sened Ly many Bralunins of such extraordinary 
piety and wisdom, of such pure and hcascnly lives, 
Uiat all ilie world was crjmg out, saving, ‘Wliencc 
tame all these devout and sapient persons? The 
wliolc country, far and near, resounded wilii llic 
echoes of their praise, and they were sought hy all 
uiio had need either of bodily or spiritual advhe. 
But Genesa, Oio great god of wisdom, b often pleased 
expose tlw sUallowvess e( vnertal judgment aiwl 
fonaight, when hia just wrath is excited by man's 
impious assumption of ins attributes. 

" Among the numher of these excellent Brahmins 
was one whose name was Surjaput, a man of such 
supetiot learning and skill, acquired b> great labour 
and devotion to his sacred studies dining a long life, 
tliat he was alwajs consulted m eases of emergenej ; 
and being raised to the holy dignity of chief-ptieat, 
he became an oracle, speaking the will of the divine 
Mahadeo. In fact, this evttaorduiary man vvas as 
much an object of xmeratiofn among die pncsls as to 
the vulgar: and jet he fell from the tower of las. 
grcatnes«. Stir-siiOIcicncy and cnnceil found a lurk- 
lug-placc in the heart of this gihed and onco pious 
Brahuiin, and sjipcdily manifested thomselies m his 
contemptuous and overbeanng bohauour to the test 
of the priovihood Vatiilv ami «clflo\c nnhappilj 
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tanglit hira to pour ndiculc upon the ancient Inrs and 
oliscrvancea of his high office, he brought disgrace 
upon the Vedas, as well as upon the servants of the 
gods, b;> laughing to scorn the fonns of devotion 
which they inculcated, and by introducing into our 
holy worship the most blaspheraous doctrines, and 
certain impious ntes which were tlie invention of his 
own intoxicated hiain For a time he endeavoured to 
force the ]iracticc of these unhallowed things upon 
the priests of the temple, hut finding that they were 
ready to oppose his designs, he cned aloud to the 
people to follow him, for that he possessed power 
with the gods to obtain for them every thing which 
they might desire , at the same time denouncing the 
venerable ordinances of their ancient faith os a tissue 
of Ignorance and impositionr 

" Then, having drawn after him an immense con 
course of blinded and adminng devotees, he quilted 
the steps of these oacred buildings, and made himself 
a temple mthin the trunk of jonder hollow tree, 
where he established new ceremonies and preached a 
new doctrine in direct hosUhty to his former jirofcs 
sious , thus devoting to perdition the tliouaands of 
foolish persons who were won over to his cause by 
the splendour of Ins promises 

“ Among many other absurdities practised inih a 
view to his own profit, he pretended that the sacrifice of 
a young goat « as necessary , ci eiy time he had occasion 
lo call upon the gods, and that he might oHlrsncb 
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onl) as sliciulil be acccjvlaWc, he maJe ii nocrsvxrj 
lhav he should select and purchase the goal luius«lf, 
for vjluch purpose he was suppliwl with monej h) nil 
uho sought lu 3 assistance ; and thus doubtless ho filled 
Ins coffers and hig stomach at iho expense of his fol- 
lowcre. But the gods did not long sufTi-r thenisch cs 
to he moeVed This utehed Brahmin stood alone, and 
hi3 fall carne speodil>. 

“ One daj > having been into the market to purchase 
a goat, Siiryapnt uas letuming sviih the animal shmg 
oser his shoulder, when he was espied, from hclnnd a 
tluckct, by three dulhatls (robbers), who having tru- 
velled far, and being very hungry , co\ cted the goat 
* Yet, «ajd one of them, ‘ behold this man is a Broh- 
xnm , we may not lay hands on him If he were a 
comiroQ person, we would slay him, and feast upon 
the goat , but now we must restrain our Innds How 
fat IS that young goat, and how delicious a curry would 
Ins flesh furnish to appease our hunger Yet must we 
suffer It to go b\ unUniched 

“ * Truly,’ said the second dukkail, ‘ this is a Brah- 
luiu, and therefore we cnimot by any means possess 
ourseh cs of the goat. — Let the holy man depart unmo- 
lested 

“ ' Kot so, said the third who was an old man, ‘ al 
Uiongh 1 should be as onwillmg as either of you to 
do any violence to this Bnhinin, still I can see no 
possible objection to onr obtaimng the goat by the 
exercise of stratagem Have we not a familiar saynn^ 
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That two or three fools may dLdat a wise man ^ — I ct 
us try our wits upon tins sajj I have a scheme Jo 
proiiose wbicli, if it should £ul, let your ingenuity 
attempt something better Then, having consulted 
together, they separated, and went by a circuitous path, 
and placed themselves at distant intervals in the road 
over which the Brahmin was tnuclling so that each 
might meet him separatelj, as ifbj accident 

" Suryaput, wbo knew nothing of these dukhaits, or 
their affection for hia goat, was walking leisurely along 
the road, possibly exulting inwmdly nt the success of 
lus secession from his brother Brahmins, and the con 
seq^uent fame and wealth which accrued to him , when, 
at an abrupt turn of (he road, he was suddenly met by 
a stronger, the smiling and pleasant expi'es^ion of 
whose countenance, as they came face to face, wns 
quickly changed to thatof amazement , then doubt was 
evident in bis gaze , but a narrow scrutiny of the goat 
upon Suryaput s ahonldcr renewed his astonishment, 
which was immediately followed by a look of honor , 
for all which the bewildered Brahmin coiiJd not jio^sibly 
account, unul the stranger moving back a pace or two, 
and casting aloft his ejes and extended Innds to 
heaven, cned aloud m accents of juiir and Hmcntalion, 

* Oh, woe, woe ’ Behold a Brahmin has gone mad, and 
delibcnlely pollutes himsdf bv die toucli of a filthy 
dog' 

‘•‘A dog' replied Suryaput, with great indigiation , 

‘ call joii tins fat goat a dog? Then poinling to the 
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hoof^ <iC ihc Umd lep), he li-vl i» l)i» Rra'^i*. h<- 

bnr*\ imu a ^<nrttfllMau^h, cxtlumin^ Mool' ate 

OicrLttof a A)g>’ Hm the rtnnyiT tLpIi>*d 
juit, cxctjil bii a looh of iht most heart ftll cumtnis?- 
raitoii, mill each jtrixcodcd on Ini « m 

“Sttrjapiii wnlkeil on about linlfaXot firtlur, lliiiik- 
lugover the nn^ilar nii-uaVeofthe iinnger, atid liaiiiis; 
hii fNcs ca^l upon the ground lie Inti juM «• 
]iTrwtl aloud Im ccmvjction of the tntclleT’s uulnppv 
Male of ininil, inuiicring ai he nent,—* A dog jndfotl’ 
Mnd’ inad* nhen he wtw met hy a sectmd iraHlltr, 
ulio on aiiprtnching bun» and lixing hti ctci iijion (In 
gnat, shnink back as if m horror at the sjglit, and (hen 
holding out Ills hand as if to arrest his progrcni, lit 
cned, ‘ iVlaa' ahi' how shocking* Dchold, a sacred 
Unlunin defiles himself by carrying upon h« hack the 
foulest of unclean beasui’ Oh homWe* homblo* lint 
a Drahtnm should carry a dog‘ 

‘ Suryaput stopped short, utterly confounded at this 
second inexplicable occurrence Then putting down 
the goat, he looked at it again and again, and seeing 
tint U had indeed the foiro of a goat, he slrctclitd out 
Ills hand, timMlling to tnt«l the evidence of a single 
sense, and flit the beasts horns. *Uu a goat, cned 
lie ‘Ataaaaa, cned the go^l ‘Idiot' ex 
claimed the enraged Brahmin ‘ Have 1 neither eyes, 
nor hands, iior ears ? 

‘“Alas’ alas' «aid the 9 nngcr, *how mchiicholy * 
the dog h wkid, and the ]»oot madman ini^look its voice 





iilU 

U> botnme jK)Uuictl, ilic conjticjice'Sinitttn Sunajiut 
llirtw d««n lUe gfiai m a jiaruxyiiii of dMj>air and pe- 
mteniial retiiorv;, and witli loud cncs of dixirc'^s lie 
fled lo tUc^c, ictnjiles, and ca<i litmsclf yro^irate l>crore 
lUe aUm tvliuh lirt ovcnvccmng %amt\ and cuietuut. 
had induced him to (bnaie. 

“ ChuA ihe iWc dulL^atft, h> Uic tepctUiou of a Up, 
made the «l« UraUtmu helwic that hia goal waa m 
UulU a dog, and in thia maimer ihej olilaincd jKissi-a- 
sion of lU So dial ><m ace cicu ihc niscsl of us are 
iioi at all Uiucs uifaUihlc * 

I’lmiaiti haung listened to tins account of the 
Jirahrnm Surya^iitt, became full} coniimcd that it 
ttouId'Le for his oivji good, and the vcnniy of Ins 
nelfurc, to place m the hands of the Bralimins such 
an instfuincnt os nould enable them to enforce on ini- 
piicil observance of Ins ions. Jest m n ntak inniiiniit 
he should become a defaulter to the gods , and having 
thus done, he returned to fais oivn house, and soiiglit 
consolation in the soft a/Tection of his darling child, 
who soon became, if possible, more and more dear to 
him, albeit, on unreasonable {>crson might have up 
braided her ns the indirect cause of his misfortune 
Tidings of the bamat low having spruid far and 
wide thr ugh the country, from icmjdc to temple, 
from Brahmin to Brahmin, frotn pilgrim to pilgnni, 
all religions devotees who sought shelter beneath iho 
sacred banian tree, and at ceitatn seasons there were 
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«lnly maii> thous'iiids— foiled not to up])!) ntilie lama s 
shop for his handful of fine meal, ‘<o that ho was coin 
polled to apixiint a slate whose sole occupation was 
the distnbution of this chanty thus not onlv did ilie 
expenditure hecoine cnonnous, hut his trade was 
nuuously imjieded, and hia repose completely de- 
stroyed llirough the continual pressure of the noisy 
multitude around his cottage Under tlicsc unhappy 
ciTcuinstanceSj the wretched Purwalti found Ins irea 
sure doily decic-tstng without tlic possibility of his 
escapmg the nhunate ruu> which stated luin in the 
face 

In the undst of Lis sorrows, he was again visited 
hy the pearl merchant, who condoled with him on his 
aad misfortunes, and endeavoured to in<ptre him wtlli 
boiio , he persuaded bun to accompany ] im one day a 
journey to Hurdwar, there to consult the holiest 
Braliuuns of that sacred place and to try the iirtuc 
of ablution at the renowned ghdl of Han To 
this proposal PunvatU gladly assented, hut hawng 
presented himself before those devout persons, he 
related to them the histoiy of his uiisfortuncs, 
and haling distributed large sums of money , haimg 
bathed continually, received their loudest blessings 
and been the mcessanl object of their prayer*, he was 
at last informed, that the Brahmins of liia native ullage 
had not erred m their assurance tliat the persecutions 
of his destiny would only cease with death The 
ptirl incrcliaiit however, would not pcnnil the despair 
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of PumitlJ to(noqKmcr hii h«iK^anil iiVtl 
him witJi grv U /cal nml afKxtioii, lliat hv ^h( olJ ac 
comjianj him cm hw tlown the Ganges t»» 

hivas* chtiv-n ciiN . IWtmcs , a«d fn»m lUetK* , if he 

vhouU liatu gAiocd uo reUtf from his iiocs, he »ta 
iiurmsU ^ilcadid that he shoiiU nceomjnn\ him to tin 
most hoi) island of Cc> Ion To this I’lirw atli « otiUl 1 » u « 
oljccicd Uie impossihihtt ofcjiiiltiiig hw home wilhout 
mcumtig rtic farther curse of his father , hiit the pcarl- 
incrchaiil remosed his iloyhls, aeon mending hnn t» 
leave hw diu^httf tmder the proitcuon of the Ilmh 
tnms as a jdcdpC of hw inicmion to return, and 
•dthoUgh sore oi heart to tear hnnsclf from hi» darling 
cl lid, he at last ) iclded a reluctant consent to ticcom 
pati) the I carl meahaiit , for u sparV of hope j 1 1 
ImgCTcd \n his htcast since he regarded Ins lalnintjes 
as almost l}c)ond moital endiinuii-t, iind altogether too 
screrc to bo stnetiv enforced upon Inm b\ iho ^ods 
nilhoul «omc measure of rcmi^tion 

N\ hen Piirwatti arid the peart incrcli ml rclimnd 
to NnnaJosmi, they coimnuincatcd to her the news ol 
her fall CTs rev lutioii, which ulmost broke the Icmlct 
heart of tint fond and gentle child , for she had a double 
source of anMct) in the dqiarturo of the truvcllcrs, the 
pearl merchant haring bccotno daily more dear to her 
soul On the esc of then )o\miey, Pimiatti, liaimg 

• Sin and Maliailco are names todbcrimlnatcly spiUcdtolhc same 
deity Tl 0 former pciDaps h more genctally used In BensaJ an « 
the latter (n the western pro IdCcs 
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summoned tlie Brahminsfioin the temples ol I\Iahad(-n, 
informed tliem of lus projected jnlgrimage, and nftti 
he had solemnly comtnitted his precious child to their 
protection, he told them, that in Jier Innds he placed 
the poner of drawing all such sums of money as bis 
fnendilikhan, the banker, should conceiie to be Kt]ly 
necessary to the strict perfonmnce of his voir 

When he had completed his arrangements, the damn 
retired to lus sleepless couch, and there during the slow 
and silent hours of the night he continued in painful uic- 
ditation, until this unhappy thought entered his intnd 
If, sold he attliin himself, my return •hoiild he longer 
delayed than I anticipitc; if sudden death should 
o\ enoke me in the dangerous straits of iny )iilgntnage, 
and the enure remnants of niy once ample wealth lc> 
come exhausted m nij absence, what will become of 
my sweet child ? And with this bitter coDSidemlion 
he conUniied a long time in iingoicmalle anguish 
At last, starting from his couth, “ Ah, ah ' " cned ho 
aloud, with a wild tenured laugh, •' Ah, ah ' tlius will 
I at least jirotract this fearful ivil The hand of that 
oTcrgronn slate whom in my blind folly I have op- 
poiiued to dutpciisc the itne meal is as iho hand of a 
giant, and the > illain, delighting in the hideous prospect 
of my downfal, employs tenfold his imtunl uctiiitj in 
dethng fonh llu bomuy , but who among inortils has 
a hand so delicately small as that of my most precious 
Vanadosmi^ Ah, ah’ in iho narrow doorway of my 
k1io|i will 1 erect a seal for her ctb I depart, and then. 
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sliiU she ilaiU nVt licr |»hce,oni! wirti llio Uii) jiita 
'line of her i»oft JiajjJ deal fortli a relipioua qitutauco of 
iji\ >on A i‘iiiglc inatind of fine mral mil ihus su}>« 
\dy tojfuhl US Tuanj as now demand tn) cLantv in iho 
toiirso of lilt, wholedav Ttn thou«an(l Ileasmgs nail 
ujion thepropilious genms who pninied me Uiat Baling 
ihoiight. And nninedn((.ly on tins ingenious conceit 
the exulting l’iirw 0 Ui arose, and constructed a seat for 
his daughter in the narrow doorwa) , where she might 
without inconvenience distnbiitc her handful of men! 
to each applicant. “ Thcro will 1 Jenc her, while my 
weilth IS again accumulating m the hands of Uikhan, 
and on m) return mth the pearl merchant, there eliall 
I find her still seated, ixrrformmg her fathers tow to 
the gods 

When the dij daw-ned, having given hw daughter 
instruclioas regarding her duties, the father discngugcd 
himself Irora her tearful embrace and the pearl mcr 
chant took an aficclionale but reapeclful leave, and 
thus the iravcllers departed on their hbonous journey, 
which at the nearest calculation must Iw nn leas a dis- 
tance than four lliousand miles to travel over ett they' 
could return and this they loped to accomplidi in a 
year 

Immedntely on her fithers dcparitirc, the hcautifiil 
Vanadosini although bathed m tears and overwhelmed 
with anxious ajijirchensioiis for those whom she loved 
so tendvTly found il ncccssarv to enter upon her 
new diitiLs, and asexch suctessive Brahmin arrived 
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With a request for his liandful of meal, nolliing coiiM 
exceed his surprise on beholding that most lovely of 
women, with her own sweet little hand distributing 
Pimvalli s bountj lliej saw through his fnudulent 
intention, but considering themselves more than abiin 
daiitly recompensed /or their short measure hy the 
honour of receiving ii from so fair and delicate a hand, 
and for the sake of a look at so exquisite a beauty, 
they felt disposed neither to blame nor to regret Pur- 
w atti 3 cuBiiing expedient, but the rotlier extolled liis 
prudence But above all, eiciy mouth wos dlled with 
rapturous praises of the incompanble Van'idDsim , 
the fame of her charms spread with astonishing cele* 
rity through all parts of the country , and nmlti 
tudes docked daily to obtain a sight of her, many 
txaltcd her witli celestial attributes, nnd os heriota- 
lies dail^ increased, diTino homage was paid to licr 
by thousands Artless and imaflVctcd os was the 
sweet girl who excited all this fenwent of adinintion 
and deiouon, she could not remain uninformed of its 
riieaniDg, and not danng to disobey her jwreni a com 
luaiids, she natuiull) had Tcconrw to o veil, which *o 
cotnpletelj cn'clopcd her person ns to leave not the 
IcAn view of her, except onl^ the Imlo hand with 
which Utc fine meal was measured This cx|i<xlient, 
however, far from removing die nnno^niico of her 
itnjvortunate slaves rather excited dicir cnnovity and 
iiillained their imaginations, *o that her mala were 
ilail) incrcttsol, and m tht midst of ilcwiW tianuh 
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winch frtnn Tnoroing imu\ iMoUl polluicil \hc 
^lailow of the banian tree, ^lic wns coinjwlktl to 
inaVt jralience her onU couifort The Unhimns, 
unJtr whose clinrgQ she had hccii j>lacc<l b_) Piirwalli, 
weT\- comi«:Ucd to uV-c ocH\c tiunsttrtH for lier iiro- 
tcction, which could onl) be cfllctcd b} surrounding 
the banias cottage with a iiowcrful bod^ of onneil 
tnen Thc'Q Tcqtnred, of course, a large sum of 
money for their support, the Brahmins, too, rctjmrcd 
a Inniboino rcimmcntion for their constant nllcnd- 
nnee and arduous duties, and these things, together 
wntlt the absolute loss of all trade, and the countle<s 
and neicr-ending pilgnuis and dciotces who crOwd«l 
npon Vanadosmi for the mml, made daily mo t 
ruinous dcpccdaUon upon the tctnaimng ptopertN of 
the absent Purwatit, and it was obriuus that ere long 
not a nipee would be left Tbis was matter of sincere 
grief and distress to BiVInri, tho binker, who, at tho 
«ame time could devise no scheme for the aioidancc 
of the impending rmn, bcsidci, lie, a devout and 
conscientious person, could not imctfi.Te wuh the fnl 
Giment of bis fnend s roiv, aud religiously trusted to 
the favour of the gods for the support and protection 
of Vanadosmi 

More than twclic months had now elapsed since 
the travellers had taken their departure, and yet they 
came not Fear and ditc onrciety took pobsessjon of 
poor Vanadosmi, when she thought what might lo 
tho fate of those so dear to her, added to tins, con 
H c. 
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t-xclaiiiiotl, ' rhroUj’li »n.e auil fjlU, thro«p.li CJij'ihu 
an \ unrn.^r^nJUc off i.\ion fot i uf own Rvrih ai\'l U hhI, 
cumf* norrow ami bcrca\(.in«nt rim< jswimIoiii 
to llic bind He wanted, O iiu win, \ouili, wnltli, 
fraud and on uiconsidttntc action, inll eacli of tbcni 
occasion danger bat tnra'nin. of dl^aM^'^ tlien will 
not be nccoinpli’^bctl b\ all font of ibetn jn eon 
junction? Among all pos.v«wions, experience and 
example appear pre eimnentl\ \abnble, b) tlic wi«c 
tbex are called supreme nehex, becaiivj lliev can 
ncicT be IQ''! stoli.{i,or dcsirovcd, and ns, b> Ibe 
cmnpan\ of gold,c%c« glass ftcijmies tin. bnlbanc) of i 
gem, so, bj tlio society of tlic wise and good, ore the 
less perfect made to shine And ogam, whosoeror is 
watchful to restrain his ciil propensities, who *|icaks 
coQSJderatclj , who acts adiisedl^, a dutiful child, u 
conscienuous parent, these for o thousand j cars give 
birth to no misfortune, but mark the rcspectne situa 
tions of him who cats inordinately and of the food 
which he deiours , do you not discern the short fnciid 
ship and the total destruction of both Hat mg thought 

fully pronounced these words of wiidoin, PunvatU 
hastened to embrace his drooping cliild 

Tlie return of her fatber went far to resloro both 
the bodily and mental disease of Vnnadoami, and m 
a fc V days she was seen reclining by his side beneath 
the deep shade of the circling banian, in comjiany 
with the pearl mercliaiii and Bikhan The subject 
of coutersation was cttdently one of absotbmg mteiest 
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to cncli of the iiianllitig liln^li a'"^ 

mmltM 'tiuli of \ aiiiuldsmt uutild atom* lnve«iiSpC’‘i‘‘‘^ 
whit the rai'ol u ice of tho fwifl mcfchoHt nt 
«]idar(«l “ All, nil I-* l»m aJul ^OHr«, I’nrwatli, 
l»j the fiiowT of Oil. go<li I am pn>i|>crot[s, lou 
right will aw in . , and now, ader no long and scierc 
tml «f nij hiart an I dnponiioii, judge firjmirM'*^ 
whrllier I am jxn'KMHor of ihe otlirr elejcn 
which 1 named to jou O «pcaV, niid tell me th®* 
from henceforth th'* shade of ihti «acrcd tree shall V® 
Jnjr hoini ** 


llenecferlh thou know H not in wKal youthful ) Iny 
Our tlaj*, Im-'u h'U with iiWanuro, t«nm nwn) , 
t A) notiffi nn^ elieirlul tatr* diwrutiS the limi, 

.And circling gnhteU mite n tuneful eh me> 
a«eet «ai the ilrafi, nod «net( it e bloomin;? mni I, 
t\ 1 0 touched lur l>rv tieneath th« fraRrant shade ' ' 


TrmaUatcU from Ibe \reUc br Sir W Uliam JODCi 
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KUNKHUL 

AnocT two Hulcs below Iltinlwnr, upon ibc Mine siJo 
of Uie Ganges, is the town of Kunkhul, dcniing no 
lutlc eoncuty Cram tU proximity to that most sacred 
of places. The more wealthy and the higher castes 
of the Hindoos who luit llurdnor usnaDy cncatnji 
at Kunkhul, to arotd the tumult and other innuTncrallc 
annoy ances inseparable from the concourse of Hindoas 
Hero loo they can enjoy open space, and, with a 
little interest, gain admission to some beautiful gardens 
belonging to the temples The town consisu pnnti* 
pall) of one broad bandsoinc street, fonned by a 
siicccsoion of sbowy fronts and highly decoroted 
gaiewavs, which, lihc tliosc at Hurdwai, appear to be 
built more for the purpose of shutting out the mean 
and dirty boiels of the owners, than for the purposes 
of habitation On either side of the street is a high 
terrace, for the erection of stalls at the f-stnal, these, 
ul'^etViCT with balconies and arcaded galleries, jiiojtct- 
ing from all jiirts of the bmldmgs, afford extcllciit 
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accomiTiCHliiUon to tlit ^pcctttora of llic rtligious pro* 
cessions winch pinde the auiihcii rtnil 

The tcniphs Aie nmneroiis, but I am not amiv th U 
there nrean} of particular ccUbritj That jcpiescntcil 
in the liltle vignette of tliu volume staniN upon 
the Ganges hank in front of the nadrissa, or 
ancient college, I was nnluccd (o sketch tt, not 
only for the '<akc of its |ncturcs(|ue position, but 
also on account of the peculiar style of its pointed 
roof, which I believe to bo perfectly imiqne I 
have never seen Its like, or ony thing rtscmblnig its 
fonni in India, and am souienlivt at a loss to nnder- 
stand how the roof is supported, there being no jambs 
or buttresses to restst (he lateral pressure, which, it ts 
evident, from its concave form, must be very great 
It 13 constructed entirely of vwv «maJl bricks, plos 
teted over with white stucco, and ornamented with 
mouldings and cornices of rod sandstone It has aj jia 
rently been a structure of much importance, but has 
fallen into neglect and consequent decay though an 
linage of Knshna is still within, I believe, it is seldom 
or never used for devotional purposes The lower 
chamber is encumbered with rubbish and over grown 
with rank inosg, being, without doubt, a very faiourite 
haunt of the families of snakes, and lurking scoipious , 
while the upper apartment, to which access is gained 
by a flight of decayed st^s in die rear, has become 
the privileged resort of bats and noisome vunpirA 
The pbt/orui round this room has once been fenced 
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\>uh a hamlioinc balubtrado of cancil stone, but fe»r 
fraj^incnvs of it ate nQ% left 

sUtcb of tins temple wns made on tlie moniin^ 
of one of those fresh and delicious di}s with winch this 
part of the coiintri la fwored even jn Apiil Having 
completed my tasb, I jumped upon my poiij, who, 
pleased to have been spared tbe usual form of baling his 
servant in attendance, bad been nibbling the sprouting 
grass upon tbe banha , then selling off m search of a 
new subject for inj pencil, I was galloping at a round 
pace over tbe broken ground and ragged remnants of 
anlKjmtj, when I came suddenly upon a group of 
natires, eudeodj conGibuUttng upon matters of mo- 
ment and e\cUeiuent Upon the summit of a small 
knoll, under the sliadow of a gigantic peeple tree, sat 
fire well looking Brahnnrs face to fneo m a circle,’ 
engnged in earnest discussion , immedntcl) at the foot 
of the tree stood a tall, and I fancied rather a graceful 
female, whom, iboiigb closely veiled, 1 should also 
have guessed to be youthful, and by her side a man 
of no jircpossessmg 6gure or countenance, thick set, 
awkward, and in feature ugly and villanous At a 
short distance from tbetn, luunedutely without the 
circle formed by the wise men in conclave, stood a 
comely youth with downcast eye and ab^shed de- 
meanor, which hetokened some cause for confusion, 
hey ond his presence before the venenble Brabinms, or 
the gaze of the crowd of spectators who had gathered 
aroimd the group He however appeared to reply to 
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U»o qiicMiom of liw txnmincpi untliout Iic^itition. 
alchougti loi^o «&y unstra^I^ irith critoUOK, nnci 
llipjo ^>a'« an of maimer, minglt'*! niUi 

ocrasional gluscca of hitrecl, contcnijit, am! TtncHj,c, 
cn«t at tlic «nn wlio stood be^tda die fnndc, vlitcli 
]iTorcd that his disquictmlc nras not entirJ) on his 
own occoutil. 1 cti<jmTCt\ of the b^-stindcTs the 
nicamiig of the scene, and stss jnfonnoil that the 
linlnnins formwl a prtBfAffiM/, or council of fire, for 
the trial of (ho f< male, who, it a|ipears, had excited the 
jeohmsv of licr husbmd, the forbidding person pIio 
stood beside h«.T The ^omli was he who slnrcd her 
suspicions, and the gniU of llic parlies haring been 
pretty death established m the opinion of Uie Brah- 
mins, he was now gnnig evidence of iho inhmnaii 
conduct of the hasbaiid towards Jus «»ft- As her pro- 
ceeded in his aior/, lie recounted vaiious acts of bar 
banty on the pan of theinan,w1ncJt inoicJ the listeners 
to indignation and scrbal abuse, to which howeier 
the husband onl^ replied with looks of hardy defiance 
When tlie lad bad Unislied his statement, he called 
witnesses, iiho Jirored his assertions, and he then look 
a most solemn oath of his and the woman s innocence, 
and he was immediately put to tlie test of ordeal , 
which consisted simply >** requiring him to eat a 
handful of dry barley , he pcrlbnned liis task much to 
the sattsfaction of his judges, and this was su/ScienC to 
acquit him from any sort of punishment 
The woman was then called upon to undergo the 
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same mode of Inal, and with a trembling slop ebe 
edianced lo ibe cmrncd She then bj llieir desire 
uncorerrd her head, displaying a lemarVabl} interest- 
ing, if not decidedly lianrlsome 6cc, and winning the 
sympathy of all the standers b\ her modest and 
graceful behmour. 5Ian^ and fmcni, I am certain, 
were tlic prasers put up in her behalf, to the cinct 
that she mioht escape punuhtnem by passing the 
ordcaL ^\^lethcr it is to be attnbntc<l to ber nenous- 
ness and confusion, or wlietlicr indeed she iras giult) 
wlnlo the boj v>as mnoceiw, certain it is, iliat afiet 
basing for a long Uine masticated the barlc> and made 
repeated elTorts to swallow ii, ahe found herself (pule 
unable to accomplish U, and as her inabilitj became 
apparent, her ciTorts grew less and less eflcctual, until 
at last, in utter despair, and orcrnhclmed witli fear and 
shame, she sunk Cunung npon the ground Water 
was spnnUcd upon her face, and she was made to 
dnnk a small quantity, after which she in a ineostirc 
renied, and then, being supported b} two of the mul- 
titude, at a signal gircn by the Brahmins, a barber 
^tcpjred into the nng, and loch by lock cut from her 
head her splendid hair, which reached almost to her 
feet , haling so done, he completed the operation by 
shaving her head, and then the principal Brahmin, 
nsuig addressed the multitude, exhorting them lo 
avoid all enme, mote especially diat for wluch this 
woman was punished, for that the loss of honor in 
Mith cases must he punished b\ the loss of that whicli 
2 n 
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usually led to the e\il,be*iuty* Hereupon the barber 
again stepped forward, and taluug from the rmplements 
of his craft a small pair of shears, he dexterously 
applied them to the poor suflerers ftce, ind, ere she 
understood his intention, he had severed her nose from 
her face. A slight cry ot pain escaped her, and 
gathering her white thuJdur around her, «!ic seTted 
herself on the grass, apparently mercoine with fnut- 
ness, occasioned hy her acute mental and hodily suf- 
fering, and the npid loss of hlood which followed the 
last operation 

This is by no means an uncommon puni«htneiil 
for inconstancy m the weMcm proMiices of Ilindostaii 
I liaio mere (Inn once seen it inthctoil ; and ow 
instance it was exccoted tti»on the wife of a gtoom 
m the eonice of one of m> brother officti*, wbcii 
(here was no proof of ihc charge, but only of irjdmg 
imidiict It w a most fellocioiw idea, whicli appears 
CO he gcncrilU rcccncd among Europeans, lint the 
Ilniiloos ari. indidimit to (he virtue of llutr cuntitO" 
women, or that ihvy nrc unable to nppreente tbe 
cbirming esccHcncc of iiiodcsty. I will icnlmv to 
nfhnn, wiiiioui f»ar of contrwhction from tlurtewho 
Inve bad snlTKicnt opj>onuiimos of funning a fur 
judgnunt, lliat except among tlicrm classes where the 
feniafi's ore Isim (o Jislttmour, tlicrc ore none among 
cinlirwl nations more amiputou-K dtbcnie in tbe«e 
Jnut-rs than nro the much hbrih-d Ilindc-os; ond 
more c*i*trully (be higher cxotcs of them If i( 



sUg'ge^tM llui dio Bliainelc^'t indo<cnciw of jnaiiy 
of thejr rtli^ioiw rii« or^e a dcprariu of ihtir 
minds, I mil wiili coiifidtnce dc'^Iare tint this n 
•inproietlL) txp ncncc lliat ilic c rtvolun^ dc>c- 
irincs spnn^ from utter jwUuuou of heart and uun 
nm IS manifest, hut tt tna) be dail^ seen tlmi tlair 
obHcmnco of them »s pctfoniml in complete aiiuplt- 
ctlj. It dom tiot apj>car to cuter their heuls that 
there IS an} thing like indi-ccnc^ iii whit lias fitnii 
childhood been taught them ns put of thtir religion 
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nrnl aguiu, after Imving l»el«‘*W, we arc astomslic<l, 
wlipn we letwni, to fjtjd ilic luterroinoblc range Mill 
more and more gigintic, more nnd more lanwl ui 
nehness of the bcautifii! and the picturesque 

Th" jdatc represents n t icw of the great cone and i)w 
pcaksof Jvimnontn.ns seen from tlio ncighboarliood 
of Budnijli, upon the hin)^ of a small stream tributary 
to the Jtiimia Viewed from this spot, the great cone, 
winch may he rccognued h^ its peculiarly regular 
figure, appears to be almost m contact mtU Jumnoutn 
pcahs, and to die eastward of them , while m truth it 
IS full fifteen miles distant to the northward 

In Jmnnoatn, as the name nnph»,tho sacred Jum* 
na las its source, and here the infant stream, which, near 
Its junction with the Ganges, is from two to three 
thousand jards in breadth, npjdes tbrongli n nirrow 
cKantiel Q^ct which a nwui may stride The spot ot 
which it i>suci from the snow, under an enormous 
caiem of icicles, is about seventeen thousand feet 
above the level of the sea Tho mountain has three 
peaks, which from their lateral position, in the drawing 
are not distinctly visible of these the centre is tho 
highest, and is computed 25 600 feet above llie level 
of the sea The aspect of the mountain upon t!io 
north and south sides dificrs wonderfully, on the 
south It is comparatively shelving, and is clothed with 
wood to the height of eleven thousand feet, while on 
iho north it is tugged, barren, and precipitous, not 
■ir/yj.'i-«1jmli.ii».fi«mrl.'U,n.*BKales.i''IntiulA.'hrn.nmiVTjt 
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irj) ihou^ml ftct aboro the letcl of the sci. The for- 
111 ition IS gneiss, intersected with beds of granite, and 
noiolcanic ninllcr whateter is found, tlioitgli scicnl 
trapcllers haie di^corered per/ect miimonifes (not wl- 
gnm stones) m the ncighhourliood of the liot sjinngs, 
they arc common at the Iiciglit of ten thousand feet 
The village of Jiimnoiitn is on the hanks of the nior, 
dose to a iiumh(.r of these springs, and is considered a 
s)iot ofrcmarkahle sanctity , Hindoos who pcTfonii iho 
\nlgninago from the low coiniuies being ihemselies 
almost deified after the aditniuro The temples are 
insiginficant From this place the nicr becomes soroe- 
what mote nnportanl, and galbenng force at every val 
ley, dashes demn its precipitous channel, leading a 
most 2ig zag counc, until it unites m waters with the 
Tansa , whence, rolling down a vast volume of water, it 
soon bursts upon the plain of the Dhoon, on the hot 
dors of the great forest, where the Emperor Shah 
Jehan, obout two lumdred years ago, built a magnifi 
cent Sporting residence, for the purpose of pursuing 
the wild elephants, tigers, and the whole world of fera 
tiaturce, who here find hiding plnce^ 

The great cone » more than twenty one thousand 
feet in height above the level of the soa , in the ra 
vines upon its sides are the springs wluch, accuniii 
lating at oue point, form the nver Tansa, one of iho 
largest streams within the mountains, and celebrated 
for Its magniGcent falls, one of which is one hundred 
and eighty feet perpendicular, without interruption, so 
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Uiat crc ihc water icaclMJs the IjOIIoto, ihotc tlian lialf 
of it ascends in xapour, and furnishMcoiitinual rnois' 
tore to ilie luxuriant segelalion around. Along tlic 
banl^s of this rhernre a race of Hindoos, wlio, like 
tlic Par«ccs, woralnp tlie cun; tlic (lc>oul among 
(hem will on no account taste food while the orb is 
abo\e the horizon, and mauj are fonml who refuse 
to scat thctnsi-Ucs dnnng the day, while the sun is 
Msible, which, diinng all the summer inoiiths, is from 
his nsing until liis setting, tins season being cloudy. 

It Is conunon in these jnrts for the women to be 
blessed with a plurality of huslauds; some of them 
Imo os many os six or seven. When a woman hxs 
been fortunate enough to gam one v\]io is comparatively 
opulent, she is sure to attract a large number of suitors, 
since she rcgnlitcs her husband's household, and dis> 
poses of his wealth at her pleasure; it is said, that she 
wiU ofttm put her well-to-do lord and master upon 
short comincuis, white slio heaps farour upon the 
]ioorest, if they respectively desenc such treatment. 
The mew appear to be as devoted and suhimssive as 
the wives are iinpcnous, for at festivals, and on olbei 
public occasions, it is usual for the women to take the 
lead, followed by their proper retinue of husbands, who 
t ikc jirccedcuce entirely at her good mil and pleasure ; 
and It IS nut at all an unusual thing for a wife to send 
three or four of her husbands off m different directions 
a few weeks journey, either to sell or piuchaso sheep 
and goat-., to setk for her some coveted treasure, or to 
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pcifonn a pilgnimgo for her nake , all winch nrdnotis 
<hmcs ore, for the part, TChgious); iKthnncii, 
without binfo or jealousy 

TIIF ST0R\ OF SEft KtlOAK AND JIFR »I1F 
itVsHAsns 

IS related hj the Paharrtt (inoiintaMicers) with a hope, 
pcrliajis, tluit u may hare a tendency to check all ob- 
filiejieroas conduct, on the part of the husbands to- 
wards the common w-]fc,orrcteti(,cfii} bchafiotirioono 
anoUier It is to tins effect 
A woman of great beauty, wained Neel Klioar, 
ha\mg sufficient wU to select and retain her husbands 
with I roper discretion and kindness, had already taken 
unto herself three, when she was conned by two 
yoiUl s, who W'eie considered the handsomest men lu 
the rilhge. One was wealthy, and the other had only 
his beauty to recommend him She accepted both, 
and preferred to the head of her household the youth 
who had so greatly increased her comforts by bringing 
to her all tlie coulents of his treasury The other 
who, even in beauty , could not rie mth his nra) was 
made, for a while, the drudge of the family, hut being 
used to such menial ofEces, he performed cheerfully 
all that his mistress Imposed upon him. and considered 
liimself fortunate in thus obtaining aa occasional smile 
and token of her oj j lova] 

^\^lether u was the effect of this snbuus ive be 
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laTioiir on ilie pari of ihe ^nutli, or of otljor good 
qualuics which iho wife found m him, cerlam it i«, 
that he dail) intrcaicd m fivourwilh her, mid wai 
ailvanccd from hia pitiable wtintion lo ^mcthnig 
more like comfort} and others of the family were nndt 
to do Ills bidding, while his comely person was set ofl 
b^ liaiidsome apparel and ornaments The secret in- 
duence which had gamed him this distinction con 
tinned to operate with aiill greater force, until U was 
eiidcnt tliat iho wife had no will but his pleasure, no 
plcaaiire but his will, and she hesitated not to heap 
upon him eicry ^lossiblc mark of her affiction, with 
out regard to cxptfnse, or a thought concerning her 
other wedded loics 

As would certainly be Oie case with any other man 
under such circumstances, die faiounto became ni 
tolctablv conceited, oierbearmg to his fellow husbands, 
and «olely engrossed bj his passion for the all loving 
and beloved queen of his heart In luxury and sloth, 
the infatuated pair passed the time away, while the 
other men were made to slave for their support, and 
the encouragement of their excesses 

Unused to such indulgences, hitherto humble and 
poor, the new faiounte was lost in the intoxication 
of pleasure, his heart was abandoned to pndc and 
selfishness, while every kindly nrtuc lay donnant 
Yet, when the honra of excitement ceased to flush 
his senses, and fresh pleasures of dissipation failed 
to bud, in his heart he could not but feel conscious 
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of tlio Hllcr inniut} of Ins fincinl Injijnnw* 
lio lamented, nlule lie Imd iioi HinnKtli to 
with, the dark jmoions wlnili were coiling tiii.ui''‘-h‘'’ 
nnniiid Ins throbbing lienrt. The momcntir) I'lf* 

«ciicc of aiah linages left clouds of aadiieas liiiji'^nng 
upon that fmo bmw nlien. liilhorto |M.-aceritl c»'ntcnt 
nionc had ristcd, and this unwonted gloom, 
only occasional, failed not to attract the nolice (>f *ho 
wife Her first sniilo soon became uijnble to 
It, and fearful of ciil she sought on explanation ‘’f 
the changi., but was quite unable to comprehend the 
)iair-conr<.!»ed reasons alleged by the hiishond, otid 
laxed him wnh growing indilTerencc. At fir«t, "ith 
terideniess he comhaltcd the idea, but finding 
asRiiraneca fail of eoniiction, ho at length ccasfd to 
reply to her contimiol enquiries about Ins mclan- 
ehol} , and from that moment the woman s afiection 
was turned from him 

The favounce soon became aware of his changed 
position, for the same breath which poured the accent 
of ipiendons complaint and imkindncss on In# ettr 
boie the soft mnnnur of tenderness to the replied 
senses of his former nia! The gifls, fond token* of 
the woman's lose, were one by one resumed and 
bestowed upon bis replaced enemy, who already began 
to retaliate the indignities which he had sufTered while 
out of power, the e^ecial luxuries of the fallen lord 
were all apprqniated to enhance the loie of his b^ted 
opponent, and not without contemptuous smiles ond 
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many a luitor jest The demons of jealousy and re- 
senge grwT large wUhm the sonl of the ahiw'.'d Inis- 
band, and rottuig m hts heart n tcmblc TClnbiiUon he 
retired from the hut 

He flight the hidden retreats of a lonely sailer, 
where casting hmmlf upon the ground he remained 
for a lime in an agony of silent tears, until alas* black 
rage, enlcnng liw soul anew, expelled remorse 
Starting to liis feet, ho cned aloud m frenzied passion, 
*' Aye, thus shall it be — and then, collecting all the 
spoils. 111 hasten to join my brother m his bloody 
trade 

In the dead of night, when the whole village lay 
btined in profound sleep, the enraged cast off, has mg 
oiled Ins person from head to foot, the belter to elude 
capture, secretly withdrctv the screen from the door 
of the family hut, and having in his hand a knife 
and a cup containing a powerful viinol, with cautious 
slcalth he entered the lowly apaiunent For a moment 
he paused over the charpaki ujion which bis victims 
lay, and then, muttering deep curses between his teeth, 
he dashed the contents of the cup into the face of his 
rival, and raising his extended arm he was about to 
slab Tfeel Khoar to the heart , when, alarmed by the 
shneks of her agonized companion, she started to her 
feet and with surprising strength and courage closed 
ujon her assailant, and succeeded in keeping off the 
knife until the neiglibouts cauic to her assistance and 
tc'cued her 
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Tilt Waiil) of liii mil was for cicr tlcMro^cJ, 
niid lint liiii once LcIoxhI wife liai] r<c'ipctl liii 

Milan), Ins laart ri}cii(til,an<I lie espressed tlic fullest 
contniion for ilio crime » but Nicl Klioar would not 
furgivo bim, and ciitrrated lier busbands to cany Lnii 
forth and cast liim headlong down the cataract , which 
IwisFlih ihey Mould specdil) liarc executed liad they 
not been withheld h) the tillagcn 

“It must not he, sail! an aged &anm fa class of 
rchgioiisdeiotces), “he shall not die Did the Sanias 
of old destroy the clcpluim when he tamed against the 
life of hiH protector, or did he not rather rc-tninsfonii 
him into a mouse as a more lasting punishment fur liis 
treachcr) ? 

Neel Khoar, liaiing listened to the words of this 
wise devotee, became appeased, and ber ciinosity being 
L\cited, she requested that he would favour her with 
a recital of the story conceniing that ancient Samas 
iiid the elephant, in order that she might be able to 
judge wlint soit of pumsbincnt sbe could best award 
to tbe cuipnt Then the old man delighting to re 
count tlie wisdom and tbe good deeds of one of liis 
own tribe, seated himself iii (he midst of them, and 
thus told 

THE FABLE OF THE BOOSE A'lO THE SAKIA« 

‘ You have all of you beard of the celebrated (own 
and temple^ of Saniadrotta in Kungpoor That 
sacred place derives its name fiom the hero of 
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tin sior^, ^^llO was a Saitias of IngK tejunc, a most 
lioh man, and a ^towerful worker of mincle^ 

“Before I proceed wjih laic, I shall inform }oii 
how It happened that the place teas thus named after 
ihe Samas, in order tliai )ou maj he sensible of hia 
exceeding sanctitj Afteralifeof rigid detolion to lus 
religion, and of the sctercat pcii'uicc and pilgnmagc, 
this hoi} Santas suddenly nithdrciv from the world, 
•wid nonewerc infomcd of the tune or manner of 
his departure. Hundreds of jears nftenvards how- 
ever, when only the tradition of his holiness remained, 
It happened that a raja of the plate was building new 
works upon the fort ^ and while digging the foundation, 
the workmen were suddenly 8UT|>n.sed bj a loud outcry 
from beneath the solid earth , and on looking narrowly 
at the sjwjt whence ihcj had withdrawn their tools, 
the) found marks of blood, and seeing the earth move, 
and beanng the loice continue its complaint, they 
cleared the spot and found that they had wounded the 
head of a man who was Ijmg m the earth Tins 
proved to be the very Santas, who hundreds of j ears 
before had li\ed above ground at that pUcc , all 
the intenemng jeare he had spent m meditation, 
and slill so much was he bent upon the mj stenes of 
his oivn thoughts, fliat instead of desmng to see the 
daj light he rec^uested the workmen to cover him up 
again He was immediately obejed, and instead of 
budding tlic new fortifications, the raja ordered the 
present temples to be erected over the sjioi, ns also 
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riic l>caiit\ of liM mal was for cnr «lc<lro)tHl, 
mill flnilin^ tint lin uiier bclmct) wifi; liad r<(ra}v-t1 Im 
Mil'll)), lin liLort rilciitcd.&nil lie cxjirLMid the fullest 
coiuntion fur tlic cniiie, lut ISTecl Kiiour moiiIJ not 
forgiio liim, and entreated lier liiubaiids to cart) liitn 
forth and cast him headlong dotin the cataract, vrhich 
jwssiblv they would i«]*redily hano executed had ibey 
not been withheld b) tlic villagers 

' It iniiat not be,*' said an aged Sani'is (a class of 
religious dcTotees) , ‘'ho slnll not die Did tbe Sam is 
of old dcstmt the clcidianl when he timied against Uii, 
lift of las protector, or did he not nilhcr ro»traiisfi nil 
him into n mouse as a more lasting piinishincnl fur las 
treachej) ?" 

Neel Kboar, bating listened to the wonls of lias 
wi<e doiatcc, beemne appeased, and her cunosit) bcii g 
e\i.itcil, she requested that he would favour her with 
T rucicil of tlio I'tory coiiccmtiig (hat ancient S'unus 
and the elephant, lu order tliTt she ini^ht be able to 
judge what soit of punishment she could best award 
to the cuipnt Tbeu the old mm, delighting to m 
count tlic wisdom and the good deeds of one of bis 
own tnbe, seated lumsclf lu the midst of them, and 
thus told 

TUB SABU OF THE SIOOSE A'SD TUB SANIA« 

' You have all of yoa heard of the celebrated town 
mid tcnij les of Soniaskotta in Rungpoor That 
sacred j Jafe denies its same from the hero of 
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U 1 % slor>,^^^l 0 ^^as a Samas of high repute, a most 
hoU nnn. and a powerful worker of miracles 

“ Before 1 proceed wnth ni} tile, I shall inform } ou 
how U happened that the phee tras thus named aficr 
Uie Samas, in order that >ou may be sensible of his 
exceeding sanctiij After a life of iigid dei ouon to his 
rth'non, and of the severest penance and pilgrimage, 
this holy Samas suddenly withdrew from the world, 
nnd none were informed of the time or manner of 


his dqiarture. Hundreds of }ear3 aftenvards how* 
oer, when only the tradition of his holiness remained, 
It happened that a raja of the plate was building new 
vvotto upon the fort, and rt.le digging |he fomidation, 
to rtoAmen netc suddenj, 5„,,,n,«,a py 
fi-om beneath to aolid earth . and on looting narrowl v 
nt to spotnhtoe toj had wiUidrtinn toir ,ooU. 
to> found inato ofbw, ■ 

and h^nng to voice c^itinne ib complain, the,’ 
prmed to be to vm ^ 

befove had bied I 

■'■--..erton.ngyea^b/™ ;''^' 

and still so much was b. ^ * “"htation, 
bis 01, n tongbts, that instep "H" “f 

Jajbgbt, he rtcinssM rrt! «>= 

adain He J i^IT^ -or him iip 

'’"lU.ng the „„ fm ,5 J'’’- “a tolead of 

^''““'"rta.obeeveeW 

rtbo n, 



TJ1» ORtlVTAt **•*•« At 


,1,„ l,oiM «n.l ollict rol.gioi» 

10 ito i!i> 1»'' •'» 

‘ No\s iiww «1imng the Itfi-timc of tins CNtraonli* 
,no*saml tliat l'>o circmniuiiecs of my ul« OTcurrcl 
1 hot rcictomf man «» one morning, .oon aflcr »iiii- 

„,o (calrf upo" 

,,„i„„f„,urltlitain-mniltrce, nrouiia llio triinl, of 
nliicli lio 'laJ ImiU Ilia lint, onil nliile lie n as niini- 
namia upon ll.o fnnta of Ins onn ms.lom, and pm- 
„„„„ m.ntinl food for lus daily disciples, n liulo 
mouse roiuiB'ad and alincst dead, fell liefore Imn 
from llio talon of » liaving camcil linn into 

, 1,0 nee, vras about to derout liim ' Beliold,' mod 
,1 o oood man, • men tlicsinollcst amt poorest of God s 
ceoutres arc nortliy of our svropalliy and Pro'”''”" ' 
n«i sliall 1 do to comfort tins poor mouse ! Then 
mtlfnptlnnsmblo Itttl. ommal, bo oaressod tt, 
iTLb so touch care of tt, that m a fair mmnlas it 
to reviro , then he gate it nee to eat, and soon 
mred It to ns foU strength ond sleekness In 
jeslored it ^.rvices the mouse hecamc 

renira for m Penefactor, ond 

time to lay from him but contmued 

T,;Tbnn raad.ar.eeneotber„.rk, 

daily to pattahe oi IKS nc . 
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andvcTj ren>ciou3 LUtk catcainc jirowlmg b),wlto, 
percening the mouse, tvas prcpaniig to spring iijwu 
and devour that jioor httlc animal good fortune, 
however, the Sanias was sealed reading in front of Ins 
door, and tpnckl^ discovered the jeopard) of !iis 
favonle Hes heart was immediately enlarged with 
compassion, and m order to rescue tlic mouse he in a 
moment of Umo transformed lum into a cal superior 
in size and strength to Ins encmj , so that the black 
cat becoming terribly alarmed remained not to con- 
template this wonderful transfiguiation, hut fled in the 
fear of annihilation 

“ Exulting in his increased bulk and ncwl) acquired 
strength, and sensible of the great penl from which 
the Sanias bad rescued him, the cat failed not to 
exhibit an increased degree of atTccUon towards his 
protector, and the Sanias in return showed that he re 
garded the animal with fondness, as a signal mark of 
his power and skill Thus when he beheld the cat 
exposed to danger by the attack of a fierce do ' ho 
hesitated not to repeat lus spell, and at once changed 
liiia into n larger ond monj powerful dog than the 
uMailam and hy tho means was he a second tune 
delivered by the Sanm from threatening destmction 
Not rcry long after this new instance of the devout 
mans supernatural power and Ins benciotence of 
heart the dog was attached by a Eerce buffalo, and the 
Sanm again befnended Imn. os he had done befote. by 
com citing turn imo a beast of the sunc genus, hut 



